'  of  to  gorh. 

•  No.  140.  Jj 

IN  ASSEMBLY, 

-  February  15,  1866. 


COMMUNICATION 

FROM  THE  GOVERNOR  TRANSMITTING  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 
QUARTERMASTER  GENERAL  AND  SUPERINTENDENT  OF 
MILITARY  AGENCIES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1865. 

STATE  OF  NEW  lrORK  : 

Executive  Department,  > 
Albany,  March  8,  1866.  \ 

To  the  Assembly : 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  Annual  Report  of  tho 
Relief  furnished  to  Sick  and  Wounded  Soldiers  of  the  State  of 
New  Yrork,  made  by  the  Quartermaster  General  and  Superintendent 
of  Military  Agencies  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1865. 

R.  E.  FENTON. 

•  % 


[Assem.  No.  14(1] 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

•  >  '  ■ 

OF  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  STATE  SOLDIERS' 

DEPOT,  AND  OF  GENERAL  AGENT  FOR  THE  RELIEF 
OF  SICK  AND  DISABLED  SOLDIERS  OF  THE  STATE 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1865. 

To  His  Excellency  Reuben  E.  Fenton, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York  : 

Sir — The  act  of  the  Legislature  appropriating  funds  for  the 
relief  of  soldiers  of  the  State,  in  the  United  States  service,  confers 
upon  the  Governor  the  authority  of  directing  the  expenditure  of 
such  funds  and  the  consequent  control  of  all  institutions  established 
through  which  to  administer  relief. 

The  New  York  State  Soldiers'  Depot,  at  New  York  city,  at  the 
time  of  the  commencement  of  your  excellency’s  administration, 
w7as  under  the  superintendence  of  Col.  John  S.  Neville,  who  was 
continued  in  that  position  until  the  end  of  February  following, 
and  then  succeeded  by  Col.  Vincent  Colyer,  wrho  remained  in 
charge  until  September  1st,  since  which  time  Hon.  T.  L.  Prevost, 
corresponding  secretary,  has  been  acting  superintendent  of  the 
institution. 

Through  the  Soldiers  Depot  at  New  York  city  and  agencies 
maintained  at  Albany,  Washington,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  An¬ 
napolis,  City  Point,  Norfolk,  New  Orleans,  St.  Louis,  Louisville, 
Memphis,  Nashville,  Buffalo  and  Dunkirk,  has  been  extended  to 
the  soldiers  of  New  York,  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  such  relief  and  assistance  as  it  was  possible  to  give  them. 
Col.  D.  G.  Morgan  was  appointed  by  your  excellency  general 
agent,  and  directed  to  assume  the  general  control  of  operations  of 
the  several  agencies,  other  than  the  Depot  at  New  York  city,  and 
whose  report  is  forwarded  herewith. 

New  York  State  Soldiers’  Depot. 

During  the  year  1863,  a  season  memorable  for  the  many  patriotic 
efforts  in  behalf  of  the  soldiers  of  the  State,  an  appropriation  of 
$200,000  w'as  made  by  the  Legislature  for  the  pui  pose  of  providing 
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“  additional  means  of  relief  for  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  of 
the  Sfate  of  New  York.” 

The  appropriation  was  made  on  the  24th  of  April  of  that  year. 
Just  previous  to  this,  Governor  Seymour  had  ordered  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  soldiers7  depot  at  New  York,  as  a  temporary  home 
and  place  of  rest  for  sick  and  disabled  soldiers  passing  through' 
that  city ;  and  as  the  fund  created  by  the  Legislature  was  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  and  at  the  discretion  of  the  Governor, 
he  transferred  its  control  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Soldiers' 
Depot,  consisting  of  four  members  of  his  staff.  These  officers 
were  invested  with  the  control  of  the  fund,  management  of  the 
Depot,  and  the  appointment  of  all  State  agents. 

Upon  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  your  position, 
this  system  of  management  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  authority 
conferred  upon  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  directing  and  con¬ 
trolling  the  expenditure  of  this  fund  was  assumed,  and  has  since 

< 

been  exercised  by  your  excellency.  The  money  expended  has 
been  disbursed  through  the  Quartermaster-General's  department, 
and  the  system  of  accounts  and  mode  of  rendering  vouchers  used 
in  that  department  have  been  employed  in  transacting  the  business 
connected  with  this  fund.  As  stated  in  the  Quartermaster-Gen¬ 
eral’s  report,  “  excepting  a  small  contingent  fund  necessarily  kept 
in  hand,  no  money  has  been  drawn  from  the  State  treasury  for 
relief  except  upon  vouchers  approved  by  your  excellency.  Funds 
expended  under  the  supervision  of  the  General  Military  Agent  of 
the  State  have  been  drawn  upon  abstracts  of  such  Agent,  approved 
as  above,  through  the  Quartermaster-General's  department.  And 
all  moneys  employed  for  the  maintenance  of  the  New  York  State 
Soldiers’  Depot  at  New  York,  have  been  drawn  upon  abstracts 
made  up  under  the  supervision  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  and 
approved  by  the  Governor.” 

The  Depot  is  located  at  No.  50  and  52  Howard  street  and  16 
Mercer  street.  The  Board  of  Managers  under  the  former  admin- 
istration  leased  the  premises  for  two  years,  at  an  annual  rent  of 
$6,000 — -without  the  privilege,  however,  of  renewal  of  lease.  On 
the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  the  lease  was  made,  a  renewal 
was  refused  on  the  terms  at  which  the  place  was  then  occupied, 
and  $16,000  per  year  required.  A  thorough  examination  of  build¬ 
ings,  which,  by  reason  of  size,  location,  &c.,  would  have  answered 
the  purpose  required  for  the  establishment  of  another  depot,  was 
made  by  the  late  Surgeon-General  S.  D.  Willard,  assisted  by  my- 
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self,  and  it  was  found  after  the  most  careful  investigation  that  it 
would  be  more  advantageous  to  the  State  to  accede  to  the  demands 

O 


of  the  parties  owning  the  building  occupied,  than  to  attempt  the 
temporary  discontinuance  of  the  Depot  at  a  time  when  it  was  so 
much  needed,  and  to  remove  the  material  in  it,  fit  up  another 
building,  &c.;  and  upon  a  submission  of  a  statement  of  these  facts 
to  your  excellency  and  Judge-Advocate-General  Harvey,  I  was 
authorized  to  lease  the  building  for  one  year  with  privilege  of 
renewal. 

The  building  as  arranged  has  every  convenience  requisite  for  the 
purpose  to  which  it  is  devoted.  Besides  kitchen,  store-room,  clos¬ 
ets,  <fcc.,  it  contains  bath-rooms,,  barber-shop,  reception  rooms, 
reading-rooms,  superintendent’s  office,  dormitory,  hospital,  wash¬ 
rooms,  dining-hall,  station  agent’s  office,  baggage-room,  surgeon’s 
office  and  dispensary,  laundry,  drying-room,  matron’s  apartment, 
and  accommodations  for  the  employees  and  domestics  engaged 
about  the  Depot.  All  the  apartments  are  well  ventilated,  and  are 
kept  in  the  most  cleanly  condition  possible.  The  capacity  of  the 
building  admits  of  the  reception  of  about  GOO  persons  at  a  time. 

An  arrangement  has  existed  between  the  authorities  of  the  State 


and  the  United  States  government  since  the  establishment  of  the 
Depot,  by  which  it  is  thrown  open  for  the  reception  of  all  soldiers 
passing  through  New  York  city,  in  consideration  of  which  the 
United  States  furnishes  such  rations  as  may  be  required  at  the  De¬ 
pot  for  those  entitled  to  subsistence  from  the  government,  and 
also  supplies  medicinal  stores  and  ambulance  transportation  for  the 
sick  and  disabled.  This  arrangement  has  been  continued  to  the 
present  time;  and  while  we  have  the  gratification  of  extending  as¬ 
sistance  to  all,  from  every  State  without  distinction,  the  aid  receiv¬ 
ed  from  the  general  government  has  fully  compensated  us  for  the 
additional  expense  incurred  in  contributing  to  the  relief  of  soldiers 
from  States  other  than  our  own. 

In  this  connection  I  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  notice  of  the 
termination  of  this  mutuallv  advantageous  arrangement  between 
the  State  and  the  general  government  was  served  upon  me  the 
30th  of  October  last,  which  step  was  taken,  as  I  learned  upon 
inquiry,  by  reason  of  representations  made  by  parties  who  were 
ignorant  of  the  importance  of  the  institution,  or  who  designed  to 
prejudice  its  interests  and  usefulnes,  to  Capt.  Berier,  C.  S.,  at  New 
York,  to  the  effect  that  the  State  Depot  might  with  advantage  be 


discontinued,  and  that  men  in  the  United  States  service  could  bo 
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more  conveniently  provided  for  elsewhere.  The  officer  to  whom 
these  statements  were  made,  supposing  the  party  making  those 
representations  to  be  so  connected  with  the  Depot  as  to  speak 
intelligently  of  it,  attached  sufficient  importance  to  them  as  to 
recommend  to  the  Commissary-General  at  Washington  the  termin¬ 
ation  of  the  contract  for  the  furnishing  of  rations,  Ac.,  the  result 
of  which  will  be  seen  by  the  following  correspondence  : 

“  Office  of  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  ' 

“No.  2  Bridge  Street, 

“New  York,  October  20,  1865. 

“To  Gen.  E.  A.  Merritt,  Quartermaster  General  State  of  New  York, 
New  York  arsenal ,  corner  Thirty  fifth  street  and  Seventh  avenue , 
New  York  city  : 

“  General— I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  am  instructed, 
through  orders  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  United 
States  Arm}",  to  notify  the  authorities  of  the  New  York  State  Sol¬ 
diers’  Home,  that  from  and  after  the  30th  instant  all  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  temporarily  in  or  passing  through 
the  city  of  New  York,  will  be  sent  to  Battery  barracks  for  food 
and  quarters,  and  that  the  services  of  the  New  York  State  institu¬ 
tion  in  Howard  street  will  not  therefore  be  required. 

“  The  contractor  for  furnishing  cooked  rations  will  be  notified 
by  me  iii  conformity  w7itk  these  orders  from  the  Commissary 
General. 

“  I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

“  Your  obedient  servant, 

“  FRANCIS  E.  BERIER, 

“  Cajptain  C.  ST 

In  accordance  with  directions  from  your  excellency,  I  addressed 
the  following  communication  to  Gen.  Eaton,  at  Washington  : 

s.  v,  - 

“Quartermaster  General’s  Office,  1 
“New  York,  Oct .  21,  1865.  } 

M  Gen.  A.  B.  Eaton,  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence ,  Wash- 
ington)  D>  C : 

“  General— I  have  just  received  from  Capt.  Eerier,  C.  S.,  a  com¬ 
munication  informing  me  that  after  the  31st  instant,  by  your  order, 
‘all  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  temporarily  in  or 
passing  through  the  city  of  New  York  will  be  sent  to  Battery  bar¬ 
racks  for  food  and  quarters,  and  that  the  services  of  the  New  York 
State  institution  in  Howard  street  will  not  therefore  be  required.’ 
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“  The  number  of  soldiers  who  arrive  at  the  Depot  requiring 
attention  and  special  assistance  warrants  the  continuance  of  the 
institution  for  some  time  to  come.  I  have  the  honor,  therefore, 
by  direction  of  his  excellency,  Governor  Fenton,  to  request  you  to 
continue,  as  heretofore,  to  furnish  subsistence  for  the  present — say 
until  the  first  of  January  next,  in  which  case  you  are  assured  that 
the  cost  to  the  United  States  shall  not  be  greater  than  at  the 
barracks. 

“The  number  of  soldiers  ordered  here  for  discharge  and  pay¬ 
ment  is  so  large,  that  the  Governor  has  detailed  Col.  John  Manly, 
of  his  staff,  to  look  after  their  interests,  and  especially  to  aid  in 
their  discharge  from  the  services,  thereby  diminishing  the  United 
States  expenses. 

“  Great  care  has  been  taken  to  protect  the  Government  against 
abuses  growing  out  of  furnishing  meals,  which  had  formerly,  in 
some  cases,  been  practiced.  Tickets  are  now  issued  at  the  meal 
hour  to  those  who  have  been  properly  received  into  the  institution, 
registered,  &c.,  so  that  the  contractor  does  not  receive  credit  for 
more  meals  than  he  actually  furnishes.  (See  sample  of  tickets 
inclosed.)  All  extra  meals  furnished  to  officers  and  their  servants 
have  been  paid  for  by  the  State.  The  Depot  and  the  books  and 
records  belonging  thereto  are,  at  all  times,  open  for  inspection  by 
the  United  States  authorities,  and  the  most  rigid  examination  is 
invited  as  to  the  management  and  usefulness  of  the  institution. 

“Mr.  T.  L.  Prevost,  Corresponding  Secretary,  is  now  Acting 
Superintendent — Vincent  Colyer,  former  Superintendent,  having 
been  relieved  the  1st  of  September  last. 

“This  communication  is  most  respectfully  forwarded  through 
the  office  of  Col.  H.  F.  Clark,  Acting  Commissary  General  in  New 
York.  '  ‘ 

“  I  am/  general,  very  respectfully, 

“Your  obedient  servant, 

“E.  A.  MERRITT, 

“  Q.  M  Gen'l  S.  N.  Y” 

Upon  these  representations  being  made,  the  notice  of  termina¬ 
tion  of  contract  was  recalled,  and  the  arrangement  has  since  been 
continued,  to  the  advantage,  as  I  believe,  of  all  parties  concerned# 

\ 

Courier  System. 

In  1863  a  system  of  couriers  was  established,  whose  principal 
duty  it  was  to  travel  on  the  trains  running  between  Washington 
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and  New  York,  to  give  such  assistance  and  information  to  soldiers 
as  they  might  require*  and  to  direct  them  to  the  Soldiers’  Depot  ill 
New  York. 

However  necessary  this  might  have  been  in  the  early  days  of 

the  institution,  when  it  was  comparatively  unknown,  so  many  had 

become  acquainted  with  the  existence  of  the  Depot,  and  there 

♦ 

were  so  many  in  the  army  to  direct  attention  to  it,  that  it  was 
thought  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  courier  system  might  be 
dispensed  with,  which  was  done  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and 
in  place  thereof  agents  have  been  kept  to  attend  at  the  principal 
railroad  stations  and  landings,  to  take  charge  of  soldiers  and  con¬ 
duct  them  to  the  Depot;  and  to  see  to  the  transportation  of  the 
sick  and  disabled. 

The  succession  of  engagements  fought  in  the  spring  of  the  year, 
covered  by  this  report,  and  consequent  number  of  wounded,  fur¬ 
loughed  and  discharged  soldiers  passing  from  hospitals  and  the 
armies  actively  engaged,  to  their  homes,  enabled  the  State  agents 
to  be  of  great  service  to  those  suffering  from  wounds  dr  disease, 
and  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  manifesting,  on  behalf  of  the 
State,  that  consideration  and  gratitude  which  will  ever  be. felt  for 
those  who  have  suffered  in  its  defense. 

The  downfall  of  the  rebellion  and  the  re-establishment  of  the 
national  authority,  removed  the  necessity  of  longer  retaining  in 
the  general  service  the  great  body  of  the  volunteer  army,  and  in 
May  it  was  decided  that  a  reduction  should  at  once  commence.  In 
directing  the  details,  it  was  ordered  by  the  authorities  at  Wash¬ 
ington  that  New  York  troops  should  be  sent  to  some  one  or  two 
central  points  in  the  State  to  be  mustered  out  of  service. 

As  the  several  regiments  would  necessarily  have  to  remain  for 
some  time  at  whatever  rendezvous  they  were  sent,  before  being 
mustered  out  and  paid,  your  excellency  deemed  it  of  importance 
that  they  should,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  sent  to  the  places  where 
they  were  organized,  which,  it  was  presumed,  would  bring  them 
near  their  homes  ;  and  your  request,  in  behalf  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  State,  was  acceded  to,  and  the  following  places  of  rendezvous 
named:  New  York  city  (Hart’s  Island),  Albany,  Elmira,  Buffalo,  Ro¬ 
chester,  Syracuse,  Sacketts  Harbor,  Plattsburgh  and  Ogdeiisburgh. 

The  discharge  of  large  numbers  of  soldiers  which  followed 
from  time  to  time  during  the  year,  has  called  for  the  exercise  of 
the  utmost  energy  on  the  part  of  those  employed  at  the  State 
Depot,  in  attending  to  the  wants  of  troops  passing  through  the 
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city  of  New  York.  Their  efforts  have  not  been  confined  to  the 

work  of  quartering  and  subsisting  soldiers  who  required  repose  at 
that  institution,  but  have  extended  to  the  protection  of  them  from 
imposition  from  the  rascals  who  infest  the  lines  of  travel  to  and 
from  New  York  ;  aiding  such  as  were  disabled  in  securing  their 
discharges,  arranging  the  claims  of  those  who  had  pay  due  them, 
giving  them  such  information  and  advice  as  they  might  require, 
and,  in  fact,  looking  after  their  interests  in  all  respects  in  which 
they  could  be  of  service  to  them.  In  giving  to  soldiers  that  pro¬ 
tection  which  many  of  them  required,  we  have  received  valuable 
assistance  from  the  police  department  of  New  York  city,  which 
has  on  all  occasions  manifested  a  readiness  to  assist  us  to  the  extent 
of  its  ability. 

So  great  was  the  number  of  troops  passing  through  New  York, 
about  the  first  of  June,  the  capacity  of  the  Depot  was  found  to  be 
inadequate  to  the  accommodation  of  all  who  desired  to  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  its  benefits.  Increased  accommodations  were  therefore 
sought,  and  the  use  of  the  armories  of  the  Sixth,  Eighth  and 

O  7  7  O 

Seventy-first  Regiments  of  the  National  Guard,  over  Center  Mar¬ 
ket,  were  procured  by  Superintendent  Colyer,  of  the  respective 
regimental  commanders,  and  fitted  up  and  the  rooms  cared  for,  at 
an  expense  of  $2,500.  The  bills  were  subsequently  presented, 
audited  and  paid.  These  expenses  consisted  of  carpenter  work* 
plumbing,  cooking  apparatus,  cleaning  and  care  of  rooms,  &c.,  and 
repairing  damages  before  the  armories  were  returned  to  the  regi¬ 
ments.  The  United  States  Medical  Purveyor  furnished,  to  supply 
this  extra  demand,  a  sufficient  amount  of  table  furniture  to  set 
tables  for  1,000  men. 

The  whole  number  of  soldiers  received  into  the  Depot  during 
the  year  1865  is  82,304.  The  number  received  each  month  was 


as  follows: 

January . _ . -  -  -  - . .  4,720 

February . . 3,617 

March . . 4.449 

April  . . 5,139 

May-.. .  - .  6.500 

June  . 15,589 

July.. . 21,005 

August . u . . . .  5,287 

September . 4.843 

October . 3,692 

November .  3,220 

December . 3,177 

r 
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From  the  reports  made  by  Horn  T,  L.  Prevost,  Acting  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Soldiers’  Depot,  1  give  below  such  portions  ns  will 
show  the  character  of  some  of  the  duties  performed,  and  an  idea 
©f  the  every-day  working  of  the  institution  r 

Safe  Keeping  of  Soldiers’  Money  and  Valuables. 

Since  the  first  of  January  last  there  has  been  deposited  by  sol¬ 
diers  at  the  Depot,  for  safe  keeping,  money  to  the  amount  of  two 
hundred  and  forty-four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  two  dollars 
and  eighty-seven  cents,  besides  thousands  of  discharges  and  other 
papers  and  valuables  to  a  large  amount.  On  the  acceptance  of 
money,  papers  or  other  valuables,  a  receipt  is  given,  and  a  dupli¬ 
cate  of  the  same  retained;  and  in  no  case  has  there  been  anything 
lost.  The  safe  keeping  of  these  valuables  has  been  of  much  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  soldiers,  saving  to  them  and  their  families  their  Well- 
earned  wages,  of  which,  otherwise,  they  might  have  been  plun¬ 
dered  by  the  thieves  and  desperadoes  of  the  city. 

The  Police. 

Much  praise  is  due  the  police  on  duty  at  the  Depot,  for  their 
zeal  in  protecting  the  inmates  from  spoliation  by  thieves  and  pick¬ 
pockets,  and  in  arresting  and  bringing  from  disreputable  haunts 
many  unwary  soldiers  to  the  protection  of  this  institution.  This 
work  has  often  been  attended  with  difficulty  and  danger,  and 
required  the  utmost  vigilance,  as  the  Depot  has  ever  been  an 
object  of  wicked  intent  to  the  bad  characters  of  the  city.  Many 
have  shown  themselves  ungrateful  for  these  efforts  in  their  behalf  'f 
but  officers  have  felt  themselves  amply  rewarded  by  the  often 
warmly  expressed  gratitude  of  those  who  have  been  saved  from 
robbery  and  violence. 

Cake  of  Baggage. 

The  safe  keeping  of  soldiers’  baggage,  consisting  of  knapsacks, 
guns,  swords  and  clothing,  has  been  a  distinct  labor.  Upon  all 
deposits  of  baggage,  checks  are  given  and  duplicates  retained. 
This  work  has  been  laborious  and  responsible,  there  often  being, 
from  the  rush  of  returning  men,  a  vast  accumulation  of  baggage^ 
yet  the  duties  have,  generally,  been  well  performed. 

■  i 

Transportation. 

No  inconsiderable  amount  of  benefit  has  been  conferred  upon 
soldiers  returning  to  their  homes,  by  selling  them  transportation 
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passes  over  all  the  routes  leading  from  this  city,  at  military  rates, 
a  saving  over  the  full  rates  of  from  ten  to  fifty  per  cent.  There 
has  been  thus  sold  and  collected  on  transportation  passes  the  sum 
of  $23,250.  There  has  been  issued  free  transportation  to  the 
amount  of  $857.94.  This  transportation  has  been  furnished  in 
cases  of  extreme  destitution,  when  men  have  been  robbed  of  their 
money  .or  discharged  without  pay  ;  those  who  have  become  per¬ 
manently  diseased  or  insane,  and  for  other  like  causes.  In  confer¬ 
ring  such  relief,  we  endeavor  to  discriminate  wisely  between  the 
worthy  and  unworthy.  Transportation  has  also  been  furnished  on 
orders  of  the  sanitary  commission  to  the  amount  of  $1,000,  which 
has  been  paid  for  by  the  commission. 

The  labors  in  this  department  have  been  arduous  and  reponsible, 
more  especially  during  the  summer  months,  when  the  influx  of 
returning  men  was  very  great.  The  transportation  passes  being 
mostly  in  writing,  and  a  duplicate  retained,  the  work  of  preparing 
them  and  attending  to  all  matters  connected  with  their  issue,  has 
been  quite  severe. 

Much  aid  has  been  given-  soldiers  by  cashing  their  checks  re¬ 
ceived  from  United  States  paymasters.  The  transportation  funds 
were  used  for  this  purpose. 

Ambulance  Transportation. 

Ambulances  have  been  furnished  by  the  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment  for  the  transportation  of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  to  the 
Depot,  from  railroad  stations  and  steamboat  landings  ;  and  also  in 
conveying  disabled  soldiers  from  the  Depot  on  their  departure  to 
their  homes. 

The  station  agents  accompany  the  ambulances  to  and  fro,  and 
have  been  praiseworthy  in  their  efforts  to  save  inexperienced 
soldiers  from  the  extortions  of  hack-drivers,  who  unceasingly  watch 
for  returning  soldiers  at  the  depots  of  the  transit  routes,  and  who 
oftentimes  succeed  in  conveying  them  to  drinking  or  other  places 
of  ill-fame,  to  be  swindled  and  maltreated. 

Special  Assistance. 

Valuable  aid  has,  for  several  months  past,  been  furnished  soldiers 
bv  Col.  John  Manley,  A.  D.  C.,  and  Col.  Darling,  Acting  Assistant 
Paymaster  General,  in  prosecuting,  without  charge,  their  claims 
against  the  United  States  and  State  Governments.  A  large  num¬ 
ber  of  those  present  in  the  institution  have  claims  for  services- as 
yet  unsettled. 
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The  Library. 

*  "i 

From  the  library,  composed  of  twelve  hundred  volumes,  gener¬ 
ously  contributed  by  the  “  Soldiers’  and  Sailors’  Library  Commit¬ 
tee  ”  of  New  Y ork,  under  the  superintendence  of  John  B.  Ketcham, 
Esq.,  and  comprising  a  valuable  collection,  there  have  been  issued 
and  returned  eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fiftv  volumes. 

Much  interest  has  been  manifested  by  returning  soldiers,  for  read- 

/ 

ing  matter,  and  the  library  has  been  a  “  treasure  house,”  in  fur¬ 
nishing  means  of  employing  their  otherwise  monotonous  hours 
while  waiting  discharge  and  settlement  of  business  pertaining  to 
their  period  of  service.  Beside  the  regular  reading  matter  of  the 
library,  there  has  been  furnished,  at  various  times,  by  friends  of 
the  institution,  interesting  miscellaneous  reading,  together  with  a 
large  supply  of  the  daily  newspapers  of  this  and  neighboring 
cities. 

Divine  Service. 

Divine  service  has  been  held  at  the  Depot  every  Sabbath,  com¬ 
mencing  at  3  P.  M.  The  exercises  have  been  of  the  same  charac¬ 
ter  .as  those  in  Christian  churches.  They  have  ever  been  well 
attended  by  soldiers  as  well  as  by  the  friends  of  the  institution  in 
this  city.  I  give  below  a  list  of  the  clergymen,  who,  in  response 
to  invitations,  have  preached  at  the  Depot  during  the  year  : 

Rev.  Thomas  C.  Strong,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Howard  Crosby,  D.  D., 
Rev.  Stephen  II.  Tyng,  D.  D.,  Rev.  J.  R.  Smith,  Rev.  W.  E.  Smith, 
Rev.  M.  S.  Hutten,  D.  D.,  Rev.  II.  G.  Weston,  D.  D.,  Rev.  W. 
Hawkins.  Rev.  Alexander  H.  Vinton,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Mr.  Burchard, 
Rev.  Sidney  A.  Corey,  Rev.  H.  J.  Fox,  Rev.  E.  H.  Chapin,  D.  D., 
Rev.  J.  Bottome,  Rev.  Mathew  Hale  Smith,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Mr.  Steph¬ 
enson,  Rev.  S.  Williams,  Rev.  C.  J.  Warren,  Rev.  S.  II.  King,  Rev. 
E.  Richardson,  Rev.  R.  II.  Bourne,  Mr.  John  Cochran,  layman, 
Rev.  W.  H.  Garland,  Rev.  Mr.  Lockwood,  Rev.  T.  E.  Vermilye, 
D.  D.,  Rev.  A.  R.  Thompson,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Isaac  M.  Lee,  Rev.  John 
Booth,  Rev.  Dr.  Wardell,  Rev.  Mr.  Post,  Rev.  H.  D.  Hall. 

Rev.  Dr.  Strong  officiated  as  chaplain  from  Nov.  26,  1863,  to 
March  4,  1865,  and  also  since  September  10,  last;  and  during  his 
connection  with  the  institution  has  preached  70  times.  His  ser¬ 
vices  have  been  given  gratuitously,  and  he  has  on  all  occasions 
manifested  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  those  at  the  Depot. 

Ladies’  Relief  Association. 

In  connection  with  the  institution  the  ladies  of  the  “Ladies  Re¬ 
lief  Association”  have  met  weekly  to  devise  means  of  relief  to  sol- 
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diers  and  their  families,  bringing  delicacies  and  substantial  aid  to 
the  sick  and  to  families  of  deceased  soldiers  in  this  city,  giving 
consolation  and  hope  to  many  long  strangers  to  such  acts  of  kind¬ 
ness  and  sympathy.  They  are  deserving  of  all  praise,  and  the 
recollection  of  their  acts  cf  Christian  charity  and  goodness  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  live  in  the  grateful  hearts  of  those  who  have  witnessed 
their  disinterested  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  destitute  and  distressed. 

Among  the  many  generous  enterprises  carried  forward  by  these 
ladies,  has  been  the  providing  of  thanksgiving  and  Christmas  din¬ 
ners  and  other  entertainments  for  the  soldiers  staying  at  the  Depot. 
Of  the  dinner  given  last  Christmas,  the  following  account  from  the 
New  York  Herald  will  be  read  with  interest : 

“ Dinner  at  the  JV'ew  York  State  Soldiers  Depot” 

“The  brave  soldiers  of  the  Empire  State  who  are  now  stopping 
at  the  Soldiers5  Depot  in  Howard  street,  awaiting  the  settlement 
of  various  claims  against  the  Government  prior  to  receiving  their 
final  discharge  and  returning  to  their  homes  throughout  the  State, 
were  to  a  great  extent  reconciled  to  their  lot  in  not  being  of  the 
number  of  those  who  gathered  around  the  social  family  board  at 
home,  yesterday,  by  the  munificence  of  the  benevolent  ladies  of 
the  Relief  Association,  attached  to  that  institution,  in  providing  the 
gallant  fellows  with  a  sumptuous  and  elegant  dinner,  as  was  also 
the  case,  it  will  be  remembered,  oil  last  thanksgiving  day.  None 
of  the  benevolent  institutions — and  New  York  can  certainly  boast 
of  many — who  gave  Christmas  dinners  yesterday,  can  claim  a  lar¬ 
ger  share  of  commendation  than  the  soldiers5  banquet  given  by 
these  good  ladies,  whose  appreciation  of  the  past  services  of  our 
soldiers  has  been  evinced  on  this  as  on  many  previous  occasions. 
The  entrance  to  the  Soldiers5  Depot  was  decked  with  evergreens, 
while  the  dining  hall  was  very  tastefully  arranged.  The  halls  were 
gracefully  festooned  with  borders  of  pine  and  cedar,  at  proper 
intervals  from  each  other  surrounded  by  green  wreaths.  On  one 
side  of  the  house  were  the  following  names  of  distinguished  mili- 
tary  heroes  of  the  rebellion:  Thomas,  Meade  Hooker,  Sherman, 
Grant,  (the  name  of  the  Lieutenant-General  was  surmounted  by 
an  eagle)  and  Kilpatrick.  Upon  the  other  side  the  naval  heroes 
were  enumerated,  as  Foote,  Farragut  aud  Porter,  while  a  banner 
directly  opposite  the  center  ot  the  table  bore  the  inscription  in 
large  characters  : 

•  i  < 

(i  God  bless  the  Ladies  for  our  Christmas  dinner.” 
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u  The  credit  of  the  decoration  of  the  hall  belongs  to  Mr.  T.  L. 
Prevost  and  the  employees  of  the  institution.  Shortly  after  twelve 
o’clock,  dinner  having  been  reported  ready,  the  soldiers,  number¬ 
ing  about  three  hundred  men,  among  whom  were  forty  or  fifty 
colored  veterans,  marched  in  in  regular  order  to  the  banquet  hall* 
and,  opening  to  the  right  and  left,  filed  up  on  either  side  of  the 
tables  and  took  their  seats  after  the  most  approved  order  of  disci¬ 
pline — a  band  which  was  in  attendance  discoursing  excellent  music. 
It  required  but  a  hasty  survey  of  the  tables  to  satisfy  the  veterans 
that  they  would  soon  become  masters  of  the  situation,  and  that  the 
breastworks  before  them,  though  formidable  as  they  were  numer¬ 
ous,  would  soon  be  carried  at  the  point  of  the  fork,  as  they  all  felt 
that  with  good  appetites  and  perseverance  their  annihilation  could 
be  encompassed.  The  tables  may  be  truly  said  to  have  groaned 
beneath  the  weight  of  the  Christmas  dinner.  There  were  no  less 
than  seven  hundred  pounds  of  turkey  alone,  while  geese,  roast 
beef,  and  other  fowl  and  flesh,  with  the  thousand  accompaniments 
and  condiments  of  every  description,  were  set  out  in  graceful  pro¬ 
fusion  before  the  boys;  not  to  speak  of  mince  and  other  pies,  to¬ 
gether  with  pyramids  of  rosy  apples,  nuts,  and  cakes,  that  inter¬ 
spersed  the  festive  board  at  short  intervals.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  a  hearty  meal  was  enjoyed,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  Mr. 
Thomas  Strong,  the  chaplain  attached  to  the  Soldiers’  Depot,  made 
a  short  and  appropriate  address  to  the  men,  reminding  them  of  the 
gratitude  which  they  should  feel  for  the  special  blessing  they  enjoy 
in  being  spared  to  witness  so  bright  and  glorious  return  of  this 
holy  season,  with  peace  and  union  again  existing  throughout  the 
land,  and  advising  them  how  to  become  good  citizens,  and  thus  to 
retain  the  proud  laurel  which,  as  soldiers,  they  had  won.  With 
three  hearty  cheers  for  Governor  Fenton,  and  three  more  for  the 
ladies  to  whom  they  were  indebted  for  the  entertainment,  and  who 
in  person  presided  at  the  banquet,  the  soldiers  dispersed,  and  all 
were  mutually  satisfied  that  they  had  had  at  least  the  major  por¬ 
tion  of  a  merry  Christmas — a  good  dinner.” 

General  Remarks. 

The  whole  number  of  persons  at  present  employed  in  the  Depot 
are  twenty-nine,  of  which  nine  are  females,  engaged  as  laundresses, 
washers,  and  scrubbers,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  E.  A.  Wood, 
the  matron,  who  is  entitled  to  much  credit  for  her  efficient  super¬ 
vision.  The  manner  in  which  the  various  duties  at  the  Depot  have 
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been  performed  is  creditable,  in  the  highest  degree,  to  the  em¬ 
ployees  of  tlie  establishment. 

Many  of  the  persons  arriving  at  the  Depot  have  but  recently 
been  discharged  from  the  United  States  hospitals,  aud  are  still  in 
a  feeble  condition.  Some  are  crippled,  and,  while  awaiting  the 
prosecution -of  their  pension  claims,  have  neither  homes  nor  means 
of  support  Many  are  foreigners  who  entered  the  military  service 
immediately  upon  their  arrival  in  the  country,  and  are  unable  to 
speak  the  English  language,  and  are  thus  particularly  unfortunate 
in  their  efforts  to  help  themselves.  Others  have  been  discharged 
from  the  service  without  a  cent  of  pay  from  causes  beyond  their 
control;  such  as  defects  in  important  papers,  loss  of  discharges, 
improper  transfers  into  other  regiments;  and  still  others,  through 
gross  errors  of  regimental  officers,  are  unable  to  get  mustered  out, 
and  are  kept  in  the  city  awaiting  their  discharges.  The  different 
departments  of  labor  have,  of  late,  seemed  to  be  over-crowded; 
and  wThile  the  destitute  are  seeking  employment,  their  condition 
has  seemed  to  appeal  strongly  to  the  charity  aud  hospitality  of  the 
State. 

The  report  of  the  Acting  Superintendent,  made  on  the  31st  of 
December,  will  be  found  to  contain  other  information  of  interest. 


Amount  of  Expenditures  for  JSFew  York  Soldiers’  Depot  and 

State  Agencies. 

4 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Soldiers’  Depot  at 
New  York,  for  the  }^ear  IS 63,  gives  as  the  amount  expended  out 
of  the  appropriation  of  $200,000  “  for  the  State  Soldiers’  Depot 
and  all  agencies  outside  the  State,”  $49,515.36,  to  which,  I  judge, 
should  be  added  a  balance  of  $14,820.53  of  a  prior  appropriation. 

From  the  report  of  the  General  Agent  of  the  State  for  1863-4, 
it  appears  that  the  amount  of  the  fund  disbursed  and  changeable 
to  the  agencies  for  the  two  years  is  $116,890.16. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  it  will  be  observed, 
couples  together  the  expenditures  of  the  Depot  and  the  agencies 
for  1863,  and  for  the  following  year  no  statement  has  been  made 
as  to  the  Depot.  The  report  of  the  State  Agent  covers  both 
3'ears  of  his  supervision  of  the  department;  but  the  amount  of  dis¬ 
bursements  are  given  in  the  aggregate,  so  that  recourse  has  been 
had  to  the  records  in  the  office  of  the  comptroller  for  the  figures 
below  in  regard  to  expenditures  of  the  Depot  for  1864. 
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Amount  expended  on  account  of  New  York  State 

Soldiers’  Depot  for  1863,  about  $46,704  38 
do  do  1864,  51,225  99 

» do  do  1865,  54,596  69 

(See  abstracts  UA”  and  “  B.”) 

Justice  to  the  Board  of  Managers  requires  that  I  should  state 
that  in  the  sum  given  as  expenditures  of  1863  is  included  $18,000, 
which  amount  it  was  found  necessary  to  employ  in  fitting  up  and 
furnishing  the  building  for  the  reception  of  soldiers. 

From  the  date  of  its  establishment,  in  May,  1863,  to  December 
31st  following,  there  were  received  into  the  institution  15,727  sol- 
diers.  Of  the  number  received  in  1864  I  have  no  record.  The 
^number  admitted  in  1865,  as  has  already  been  stated,  was  82,304. 

In  comparing  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  Depot  for  1865 
with  that  of  preceding  years,  it  should  be  remembered  that 
$10,000  annual  rent  has  been  added  to  the  amount  previously 
paid.  An  extra  and  unusual  expense  of  $2,500  was  also  incurred 
by  the  occupation,  in  June  last,  of  the  armories  of  the  Sixth, 
Eighth  and  Seventy -first  Begiments  National  Guard,  which  sum 
was  also  paid  from  the  fund  considered  in  this  report,  and  is 
included  in  the  aggregate  of  expenditures  on  account  of  the  Sol¬ 
diers’  Depot,  as  given  above. 

The  total  amount  of  disbursements  through  and  expenses  of 
agencies  for  the  year  1865  is  $69,867.71. 

Included  in  the  above,  as  chargeable  to  agencies,  is  $5,000  paid 
to  Belief  Associations  in  Albany  and  Syracuse,  upon  the  return  of 
regiments  to  be  discharged  at  those  places,  and  $2,078.70  employed 
in  discharging  obligations  incurred  under  former  administration. 


Total  amount  appropriated  in  1865 . . .  $200,000  00 

Amount  overdrawn  in  1864 . .  5,244  11 


Leaving  available  for  1865 . .  $194,755  89 

Aggregate  of  fund  expended  through  State  agencies 

and  New  York  State  Soldiers’  Depot _ _ _  124,464  40 


Leaving  unexpended  and  on  hand  Dec.  31, 1865,  $70,291  49 


Voluntary  Contributions  of  Money. 

The  amount  of  voluntary  contributions  of  money  received  by 
Col.  Colyer,  while  Superintendent  of  the  Depot  at  New  York  (as 
publicly  acknowledged  by  him),  was  $14,929.99,  for  the  disburse¬ 
ment  of  which  no  vouchers  have  been  submitted. 
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In  your  excellency’s  communication  of  August  31st,  1865, 
addressed  to  Col.  Colyer,  and  relieving  him  from  duty,  a  copy  of 
which  was  forwarded  to  me,  occurs  the  following:  “In  compliance 
with  previous  instructions,  you  will  also  report  to  me  the  amount 
of  voluntary  subscriptions  received  and  disbursed  by  you  since 
your  appointment.”  The  “  previous  instructions”  were  contained 
in  a  communication  addressed  to  him  and  dated  June  30th,  and 


are  as  follows:  “  You  will  also  make  a  monthly  statement  of  the 
property  on  hand  belonging  both  to  the  State  of  New  York  and 
the  United  States;  also,  an  account  of  all  moneys  and  property 
received  from  every  source,  stating  from  whom  received,  on  what 
account  and  how  disbursed.”  These  directions  have  not,  as  yet, 
(so  far  as  they  relate  to  voluntary  contributions,)  been  complied 
with. 

In  his  official  capacity  as  agent  of  the  State,  Col.  Colyer  solicited 
and  received  this  large  amount  of  money  for  a  benevolent  and 

i 

patriotic  object.  It  was  therefore  due  to  the  liberal  donors  and  to 
all  parties  concerned,  not  only  that  the  amount  should  be  judi¬ 
ciously  and  scrupulously  devoted  to  the  object  designed,  but  that  a 
statement  of  this  fund,  with  vouchers,  showing  the  manner  of  its 
expenditure,  should  have  been  rendered  to  become  an  official 
record  of  the  liberality  and  patriotism  of  our  citizens,  the  faith¬ 
fulness  of  your  agent,  and  which  should  have  received  the  approval 
of  your  excellency.  I  fail  to  understand  how  any  good  and  proper 
reason  can  exist  for  the  failure,  on  the  part  of  an  officer  of  the 
State,  to  account  to  the  authorities  by  whom  he  wTas  appointed. 

The  response  of  the  loyal  citizens  of  New  York  city  and  of  the 
State,  to  every  call  upon  their  generosity  in  behalf  of  the  soldiers 
of  New  York,  has  been  such  as  to  reflect  great  credit  upon  their 
patriotism  and  Christian  benevolence,  and,  indeed,  forms  one  of 
the  brightest  pages  in  the  history  of  the  great  conflict  now  happily 
terminated.  Of  the  importance  of  these  contributions,  the  mate¬ 
rial  and  moral  aid  thus  contributed  by  the  people,  your  excellency 
has  ever  been  deeply  sensible,  and  of  the  many  acknowledgments 
made  in  behalf  of  the  State,  and  as  expression  of  your  own  appre¬ 
ciation  of  these  most  worthy  efforts,  I  enclose  only  the  following: 


“STATE  OF  NEW  YORK: 

“  Executive  Department,  ? 

“  Albany,  October  2,  1865.  \ 

“Dear  Sir — I  was  not  aware  until  the  receipt  on  the  30th  ult.  of 
the  report  of  the  late  Superintendent  of  the  New  York  Soldiers’ 
[Assem.  No.  140.]  2 
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Depot  in  your  city,  that  your  organization  had  contributed  so 
largely  to  the  auxiliary  fund  for  the  increased  comfort  and  welcome 
of  the  ever  honored  soldiers  returning  from  the  war.  Col.  Colyer 
had  often  mentioned  the  generous  regard  and  liberality  of  the 
citizens  of  New  York  city,  and  particularly  referred  to  the  prompt 
and  munificent  aid  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  an  acknowledgment 
of  which  I  have  already  made  to  Benj.  Collins,  Esq.,  the  assistant 
treasurer. 

“That  I  may  appear  not  to  be  wanting  in  appreciation  of  your 
noble  contributions,  I  take  this  early  occasion  to  thank  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  your  patriotic  organization,  in  behalf  of  the  State  and  the 
soldiers  whose  welfare  and  good  cheer  it  has  so  largely  promoted. 
It  is  a  source  of  grateful  feeling  and  pride  that  the  wise  and 
humane  provision  of  the  State,  and  the  efforts  of  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  and  others  immediately  connected  with  the  “  Home/7  have 
thus  been  encouraged  and  advanced  by  your  body.  An  association 
which  had  its  origin,  as  I  understand,  in  the  patriotic  impulse 
stimulated  by  the  war  and  the  necessity  of  systematized  effort  to 
promote  the  cause  of  loyalty  against  treason  and  its  kindred  sym¬ 
pathies,  may  properly  receive  the  thanks  of  an  appreciative  people, 
and  be  proud  of  a  record  which  declares  it  faithful  in  the  begin¬ 
ning,  hopeful,  watchful  and  unwearied  during  the  period  of  greatest 
despondency  and  gloom,  and  devoted,  sympathizing  and  humane 
to  the  brave  defenders  of  our  Union  in  the  end. 

“  Very  truly  yours, 

“  (Signed)  R.  E.  FENTON.77 

To  the  President  of  the  Union  League  Club ,  New  York. 

t  * 

The  flow  of  contributions  from  every  hamlet  in  the  State,  which 
have  come  steadily  forward  without  interruption,  and  through  the 
State  agencies,  Sanitary  and  Christian  Commissions,  have  reached 
alike  the  sick  and  wounded  in  hospitals,  and  those  actively  engaged 
in  the  field,  have  all  aided  in  the  achievement  of  the  happy  result, 
and  victory  and  unity  have  never  been  awarded  as  the  result  of 
great  effort  to  a  people  who  have  shown  more  willingness  to  make 
sacrifices  and  greater  generosity  in  maintaining,  to  the  end,  an  hon¬ 
orable  conflict. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  wish  to  bear  testimony  to  the  faithful¬ 
ness  and  ability  with  which  Hon.  T.  L.  Prevost  has  administered 
the  affairs  of  the  Soldiers7  Depot  during  the  time  it  has  been  under 
his  superintendence.  And  the  condition  of  that  institution  at  the 
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present  time  is  a  sufficient  testimonial  as  to  the  zeal,  faithfulness, 
and  capability  of  those  employed  in  the  different  departments  con¬ 
nected  with  its  management. 

No  estimate  of  the  amount  of  good  to  our  soldiers  which  has 
been  derived  from  the  establishment  of  this  place  of  hospitality 
can  be  made.  By  its  existence,  our  returning  soldiers  •  have  been 
reminded  of  the  care  and  consideration  felt  for  them  by  the  autho¬ 
rities  and  people  of  the  State,  and  without  it  many  brave  men  who 
have  been  wounded  or  broken  down  in  honorable  military  service 
must  have  sought  in  the  streets  or  in  places  of  charity  that  assist¬ 
ance  and  protection  which  their  condition  rendered  them  incapable 
of  procuring  for  themselves. 

Nearly  all  the  regiments  from  this'  State  have  now  been  dis¬ 
banded,  and  those  still  in  the  general  service  will,  most  likely,  be 
retained  but  for  a  brief  period  longer;  and  trusting  and  believing 
that  no  great  length  of  time  will  elapse  before  provision  is  made 
for  those  of  our  soldiers  who  have  no  homes,  and  are  disabled  and 
destitute,  if  these  expectations  are  realized,  the  necessity  which  the 
Depot  was  established  to  meet  will  have  passed  away,  and  I  recom¬ 
mend  that  it  then  be  discontinued. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  E.  A.  MERRITT, 

Q .  M.  Gen'l  S.  T. 
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REPORT  OF  HON.  T.  L.  PREVOST,  ACTING  SUPER¬ 
INTENDENT  OF  NEW  YORK  STATE  SOLDIERS’ 
DEPOT. 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  total  number  of  men  received 

o 

into  the  Depot  during  the  year  1865,  and  of  the  States  to  which 
they  belonged,  and  of  other  matters  relating  to  the  Depot. 

Total  number  received  into  the  Depot  during  the  year  1865, 
82,304. 

As  to  number  received  from  the  different  States,  see  appended 
report. 

Total  number  of  rations  issued  during  the  year  1865  by  the 
United  States  Government,  203,086^. 

Total  number  of  rations  issued  by  the  State  of  New  York  dur¬ 
ing  1865,  14,129. 

As  to  the  total  number  of  men  received  into  hospital  during  the 
year  1865,  see  Surgeon's  report  appended. 

Transportation. 

i  •  * 

Whole  number  of  men  who  have  received  transportation  during 
the  year  1865,  4,160. 

Whole  number  to  whom  gratuitous  transportation  has  been  given 
during  the  year,  270. 

Whole  amount  collected  from  the  State  of  New  York  for  gra¬ 
tuitous  transportation,  $1,238.47. 

Whole  number  to  whom  transportation  has  been  given  on  orders 
from  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission,  158. 

Whole  amount  collected  from  the  United  States  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mission  for  transportation  issued  on  orders  from  the  same,  $868.97. 

Whole  amount  collected  from  the  sale  of  transportation  passes 
during  the  year  1865,  and  remitted  to  the  Quartermaster  General, 
$23,250. 

Amount  and  kind  of  donations  to  the  Depot  from  the  U.  S.  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mission  and  from  other  sources,  with  statement  of  the  manner  and  to 

what  amount  such  donations  have  been  distributed, : 

From  U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission  :  1,155  flannel  shirts,  1,373 

cotton  hospital  shirts,  697  pairs  flannel  drawers,  727  cotton  conva" 
lescent  shirts,  865  pairs  woolen  socks,  169  pairs  Canton  flannel 
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drawers,  862  handkerchiefs,  300  pairs  cotton  socks,  25  blouses,  25 
pairs  pants,  (blue,)  12  dressing-gowns,  171  pairs  slippers.  104  doz. 
papers  smoking  tobacco,  1  bbl.  pickles,  1  box  lemons,  1  doz. 
brandy,  (hospital,)  2  doz.  blackberry  cordial,  (hospital,)  1  bbl. 
lint,  (hospital,)  1  doz.  whiskey,  (hospital,)  325  suits,  comprising 
shirts,  drawers  and  socks. 

Note. — The  above  list  of  sanitary  donations  is  a  copy  of  that 
furnished  by  the  Commission. 

Donations  from  other  sources. 

From  ladies  of  the  M.  E.  church  :  6  shirts,  1  pair  drawers,  24 

pairs  slippers. 

From  Mrs.  G.  T.  M.  Davis :  9  caps,  7  vests. 

From  Mrs.  Brown  and  others :  1  box  dried  fruit. 

From  mother  of  a  soldier  who  died  at  Andersonville:  5  mils* 
quito  bars. 

From  missionary  of  Bible  society:  1  package  testaments. 

From  different  persons:  Preserves  and  jellies,  second-hand 
clothing. 

Kind  and  amount  of  articles  distributed. 

6,069  shirts,  3,261  pairs  drawers,  3,423  pairs  socks,  864  handker¬ 
chiefs,  172  pairs  pants,  157  jackets. 

Remark. — Of  the  number  stated  above  as  issued,  the  following 
were  new  : 

2,336  shirts,  813  pairs  drawers,  167  pairs  socks,  22  pairs  pants. 

The  balance  has  been  of  those  exchanged,  washed  and  ironed 
for  re-issue.  The  whole  number  of  pieces  thus  re-issued  is  upwards 
of  seventy  thousand. 

Clothing  Washed. 

Number  of  pieces  washed  during  year  1865,  75,559. 

Money  Deposited. 

Amount  of  money  deposited  during  year  1865,  for  safe  keeping, 
$244,902-87. 

Library.  •.  . 

Whole  number  of  books  drawn  and  returned  to  library  during 
year  1865,  9,454. 

Besides  above  number -of  books  drawn,  &c.,  there  has  been  a 
large  amount  of  secular  and  religious  reading  furnished. 

Enlistments  into  U.  S.  Army. 

A  large  number  of  men  have  been  taken  from  the  Depot  and 
enlisted  into  the  U.  S.  army,  by  U.  S.  recruiting  officers  within 
the  past  three  months.  I  have  encouraged  this  in  order  to  pro- 
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vide  for  a  class  destitute  and  homeless,  without  any  trade  or  pros- 
pect  of  otherwise  getting  their  bread  in  a  legitimate  way,  thus 
relieving  the  city  and  Depot  of  their  support.  These  enlistments 
are  still  going  on,  the  recruiting  officers  daily  visiting  the  insti¬ 
tution. 


Statement  of  number  of  men  received  at  the  New  York  State  Soldiers y 
Depot  during  the  year  1865,  and  number  belonging  to  each  State ,  together 
with  number  unassigned ,  and  those  belonging  to  distinct  organizations,  d&c. 

Loyal  States. 


From  Connecticut  . . - _ - . . -  *  -  - .  1,367 

California . . - . -- .  13 

Delaware  - f . - .  -  u _ * . .  -  - .  26 

Iowa . - . . .  477 

Illinois . - . - . .  1,020 

Indiana . .  * _ -  -  - ;  565 

Kentucky . - . - .  153 

Maine  . - . . .  1,615 

Massachusetts . . ------ .  2,008 

Missouri . .  _  151 

Maryland . . . -  _ .  103 

Michigan . 399 

Minnesota . . . - .  47 

New  York .  42,329 

New  Jersey . -. . - _  471 

«/ 

New  Hampshire . j .  761 

Ohio . - .  1,616 

Pennsylvania .  1,499 

It h ode  Island . -  337 

U.  S.  army . 3,166 

Unassigned  troops . . . 5,254 

U.  S.  colored  troops . * . - .  1,050 

Vermont .  1,738 

Veteran  Reserve  Coips . 2,616 

Wisconsin . . . 358 

Kansas . 1 


From  States  which  have  been  in  Rebellion. 

From  Alabama . * _ _ 

Florida . 

Georgia . . . 

Louisiana . 


Mississippi  . . . „ . . . .  68 

North  Carolina . . .  45 

South  Carolina . . . .  ,  50 

Tennessee . . . .  i . .  - . .  23 

Virginia-- . - .  22 

Texas . . . *  3 
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Refugees . - .  171 

Navy . . .  190 

Extra  men  who  have  been  received  but  for  one  meal _  12,489 

Grand  total  received  during  year . 1 .  82,304 


Statement  relating  to  the  labors  of  “  The  Ladies’  Soldiers’  Relief  Association.” 

Upon  the  opening  of  the  Soldiers’  Depot,  an  association  of  twelve 
ladies,  upon  their  voluntary  application,  became  attached  to  this 
institution  as  a  regular  visiting  committee. 

The  following  named  ladies  compose  the  regular  committee: 

Mrs.  George  T*  M.  Davis,  Mrs.  D.  Chapman,  Mrs.  John  Keyser, 
Mrs.  James  Williamson,  Mrs.  Henry  Chauncy,  Mrs.  Richard  Hunt, 
Mi's.  Dr.  Maine,  Mrs.  Horace  Webster,  Mrs.  Vanderheuval,  Miss 
Emily  Morris,  Miss  Catharine  Hone,  Miss  Vanderheuval. 

Miss  Emily  Morris,  as  First  Directress. 

Mrs.  George  T.  M.  Davis,  as  Secretary. 

Miss  Catharine  Hone,  as  Treasurer. 

Their  duties  and  services  were  as  various  as  the  circumstances 
and  wants  of  the  soldiers,  and  their  constant  influence  and  assist- 
ance  have  proved  invaluable.  From  two  reports,  ending  with  each 
fiscal  year,  we  find  that  they  have  distributed  to  soldiers  under 
their  special  care  6,671  garments  ;  they  have  furnished  delicacies 
for  the  sick  whenever  needed,  and  have  expended  about  $8,000  for 
the  comfort  of  our  men,  sick  and  well,  for  Thanksgiving  dinners, 
Christmas  and  other  festivals,  which  they  have  ever  thought  the 
soldiers  fairly  entitled  to,  and  for  the  widows  and  children  of 
soldiers  who  have  died  here. 

We  regard  this  “  arm  of  the  service”  as  invaluable,  and  our 
experience  in  the  earnestness,  efficiency  and  judiciousness  of  these 
ladies,  who  have  given  us  their  constant  aid  and  presence  from  the 
beginning,  lead  us  to  hope  that  in  whatever  this  institution  is 
merged,  they  may  be  incorporated  with  it,  as  an  efficient  auxiliary 
in  effecting  its  works  of  benevolence  and  charity. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  L.  PREVOST, 

Corresponding  Sefy  and  Acting  Superintendent . 
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New  York  State  Soldiers*  Depot,  ? 

December'  31s£,  1865.  j 

Gen.  E.  A.  Merritt,  Quartermaster-General  S.  JST.  Y.: 

General — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
sick  and  wounded  soldiers  received  in  the  hospital  of  this  institu¬ 
tion  since  January  1st  1865,  to  date  : 


Surgical. 

Gunshot  wounds 
Dislocations  — 

Spasms . 

Whitlow . . 

Odontalgia  _ 

Strict,  urethra  _ 

Syphilis . 

Incised  wounds _ 
Fistula  in  ano  . 

Contusio . 

Hordeolum _ 

Cornutis . . 

Amaurosis . 

Frost-bite . 

Absccssus . 

Fractures _ 

Variococcle _ 

Orchitis _ 

Conjuncturitis  _ 

Otorrhoea  _  _ _ 

Gonorrhoea _ 


No.  of  Cases. 

898 

4 

15 

5 

16 

6 

34 

96 

3 

14 
1 
1 
6 
,  5 
59 
8 
7 
6 

14 

G 

44 


Medical. 

Intermittent  fever .  226 

Gh ron  ic  diarrh oea . . . . 210 

Colica  . . 40 

Pht  h  isis  . . . . . . * _ _ , .  163 

Dyspepsia . . . . . _  _  _ .  61 

Scabies . 35 

Inebrietas . . . 22 

Epilepsy . 19 

Bronchitis . . . 151 

Variola . . 12 

Tonsilitis . 42 

Stomatitis . G 

Asc.  lumbricoile . , . . .  1 
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Medical 

Paralysis . . . 

Chr.  rheumatism  . . . 

Typhoid  fever _ * _ 

Pneumonia . _ 

Aphtha _ _ _ 

Scurvy . — 

Erysipelas  . . 

Haemorrhoids . . 

Dropsy _ - . . 

Dysuria . . 

Urticaria  .  _ . . 

Pleuritis . 

Neuralgia . 

C- 

General  debility . 

Diseases  of  heart _ 

Insanity  _! . 

Vertigo . 

Coup  de  soliel . . 

Haemoptysis  . . 

Scrofula  . r . 

Icterus _ .... _ „ 

Asthma _ * . 

Cerebro  spinal  meningitis 

Acute  rheumatism _ 

Dysentery _ _ 

Varioloid . 

Haematuria . 

■  .  ' 

• ' 

,s 

i  - 


No.  of  Cases. 
10 
36 
63 
23 
12 
41 
23 
15 
10 
2 
1 

.  '  18 
13 
5 

13 

It* 

o 

4 

3 


17 

14 

1 

4 

20 

51 

4 

6 


2,649 


The  number  of  deaths  has  been  39,  caused  by  the  following 


diseases  : 

Disease.  No.  Cases. 

Chronic  diarrhoea _ - . . . . . . 1 . - .  14 

Dysentery . „ . . . .  _  _ . . . * _  2 

Cerebro  spinal  meningitis _ - .  4 

Phthisis . .  . „ . . .  5 

Typhoid  fever _ J  _ . . . 1  *  -  - . .  _ . . .  11 

Haemoptysis  .  . . . . . . . . .  * . .  2 

Congestion  of  brain  *  * . . . .  „  „ . 1 


Total ...... . . - . . . .  39 


A  large  number  of  soldiers  have  received  treatment  whose 
names  do  not  appear  on  the  register,  being  men  on  furlough  who 
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were  only  once  entered  when  admitted  to  the  institution,  and  oth* 
ers  whose  wounds  or  diseases  were  slight,  and  required  but  simple 
remedy*  Many  regiments  in  transit  had  large  numbers  of  such 
during  the  summer  in  this  city  applying  daily,  whilst  a  large 
number  each  day  have  had  their  wounds  dressed,  and  continued 
until  entirely  healed*  The  average  number  of  such  cases  is  42  per 
day,  making  a  total  of  15,120. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

'  Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  VAN  RENSSELAER, 

Surgeon  in  charge . 


i 
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REPORT  OF  COL.  D.  G.  MORGAN,  SUPERINTEND- 
ENT  OF  NEW  YORK  STATE  MILITARY  AGEN¬ 
CIES,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1865. 


To  His  Excellency  Governor  Fenton  : 

On  the  4th  of  January,  1865,  I  was  instructed  by  you  to  inves¬ 
tigate  the  condition  of  the  fund  appropriated  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  year  1863  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  of 
New  York  State,  and  of  the  agencies  established  under  the  same  act* 

A  very  brief  examination  showed  that  the  fund  had  been  over¬ 
drawn,  and  that  there  were  accounts  to  a  considerable  amount 
still  outstanding  and  unpaid.  The  affairs  of  the  agencies  were  in 
an  unsettled  state,  and  incapable  of  being  turned  over  immedi¬ 
ately,  owing  to  the  sudden  discontinuance  of  some  of  the  stations 
and  the  discharge  of  large  numbers  of  employees,  immediately 
previous  to  the  1st  of  January. 

On  the  11th  of  January,  being  then  in  Washington,  I  received 
instructions  from  your  excellency  to  examine  into  the  condition 
of  the  agency  at  that  point.  1  found  it  in  charge  of  Colonel  John 
Bradley,  a  very  worthy  gentleman,  who  was  doing  all  that  could 
be  done.  But  the  circumstances  under  which  he  was  compelled 
to  act  were  quite  discouraging.  There  were  no  funds  either  to 
pay  accrued  indebtedness  or  to  conduct  the  further  operations  of 
the  agency;  nor  was  it  certain,  in  the  then  condition  of  public  sen¬ 
timent,  arrowing  out  of  the  frauds  and  abuses  which  it  was  alleged 
had  been  perpetrated  in  some  of  the  agencies,  that  the  Legislature 
would  make  an  appropriation  to  continue  this  system  of  relief* 
The  same  reason,  also,  created  a  distrust  towards  our  State  orga¬ 
nization  on  the  part  of  the  public  authorities,  and  the  various  other 
relief  associations,  which  seriously  affected  its  usefulness.  Col. 
Bradley  was  therefore  advised  to  reduce  the  force  to  the  lowest 
limit,  which  was  done. 

Some  days  later,  in  the  same  month,  on  visiting  the  Baltimore 
agency,  at  your  direction,  and  finding  the  same  causes  greatly 
diminishing  its  efficiency,  it  was  temporarily  discontinued. 

In  February,  the  Legislature  having  made  an  appropriation  in 
this  behalf,  Col.  E.  R.  Goodrich  was  appointed  agent  at  Washing- 
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ton,  Major  H.  Stone  Richardson  at  Baltimore,  McL,  and  Rev.  James 
DeBois,  who  for  some  time  previous  had  been  doing  valuable  work 
at  Alexandria  and  Annapolis,  at  Philadelphia. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  I  received  from  your  excellency  the 
appointment  of  Superintendent.  There  were  at  that  time' agencies 
at  City  Point,  Norfolk  and  Nashville,  the  incumbents  of  which  had 
been  appointed  by  your  predecessor,  and  who  have  been  con¬ 
tinued  to  the  close  of  these  offices.  Besides  those  previously 
mentioned,  was  one  at  Buffalo,  filled  by.your  appointment.  Since 
that  time  agencies  have  been  established  at  New  Orleans,  Annapo¬ 
lis  and  St.  Louis,  and  adequate  provision  for  the  relief  of  our  sol¬ 
diers  at  Louisville  and  Memphis  made  through  the  agents  of  other 
States.  A  list  of  the  assistants,  clerks  and  employees  in  those 
agencies,  with  their  respective  times  of  service,  is  appended. 

The  first  subject  to  which  my  attention  was  addressed  was  pre¬ 
paration  for  the  opening  of  the  campaign  before  Richmond,  then 
impending,  and  which  it  was  presumed  would  result  in  a  series  of 
desperate  and  bloody  conflicts.  Dr.  James  A.  Hall,  an  experi¬ 
enced  surgeon,  with  Mr.  White  of  Chautauqua  county,  were  sent 
to  City  Point  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  agency  there,  and 
the  amount  of  further  assistance  and  sanitary  stores  that  the 
approaching  exigency  would  be  likely  to  demand.  The  letters  of 
the  former,  appended,  show  the  result  of  his  investigation. 

My  own  efforts  were  directed  to  the  collection  of  supplies,  of 
which  there  was  an  entire  absence.  I  cannot  but  regard  it  as  a 
misfortune  to  the  State,  reflected,  too,  upon  the  soldier  in  respect 
to  his  State  pride,  that  almost  the  entire  efforts  of  our  benevolent 
organizations  and  philanthropic  citizens  were  directed  to  the  build¬ 
ing  up  of  a  grand  national  enterprise — thus  allowing  the  credit  of 
New  York  to  suffer  in  the  matter  of  the  immediate  care  of  her 
own  soldiers  in  comparison  with  other  States.  In  almost  every 
other  State  extensive  organizations  for  the  collection  of  sanitary 
stores  and  general  relief  of  soldiers  immediately  under  the  patron¬ 
age  of  the  executive  were  formed  early  in  the  history  of  the  war, 
and  have  ever  since  amicably  contested  every  field  with  the  Sani¬ 
tary  and  Christian  Commissions  for  supplies;  often,  indeed,  join¬ 
ing  with  them  in  fairs  and  other  charitable  efforts,  and  dividing 
the  receipts.  Since  the  summer  of  1863,  when  the  New  York 
Volunteer  Association,  with  its  head  at  Washington,  had  under¬ 
taken  this  enterprise  with  excellent  results  and  fair-continuing 
prospects,  turned  over  its  effects  to  the  State  agent,  there  have  been 
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no  organized  efforts  of  any  importance  in  this  direction  in  the 
State.  The  result  is,  that  while  the  authorities  of  Maine,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  others  report  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  disbursed  through  the  executive  and  his  agents 
directly  to  the  soldier — a  State  benefaction  gratifying  alike  to  his 
necessities  and  his  home  feelings — New  York  cannot  show  as  many 
tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  collected  and  disbursed  in  the  same  way. 

The  reason  assigned  by  my  predecessor  for  the  condition  in 
which  I  found  the  agencies  in  this  respect  is  embodied  in  his  last 
report.  In  December,  1863,  he  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  President  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  by  which,  in  considera¬ 
tion  of  leaving  the  field  for  the  solicitation  of  supplies  to  the  com¬ 
mission  without  rivalry  on  his  part,  his  agents  were  to  be  allowed 
to  draw  from  the  storehouses  of  the  latter  until  a  month’s  notice 
should  be  given  of  the  termination  of  the  agreement  by  either 
party.  The  Sanitary  Commission,  thus  freed  from  rivalry,  urged 
with  its  usual  energy  the  establishment  of  its  societies  in  every 
citj",  town,  and  hamlet,  until  the  whole  benevolent  enterprise  of 
the  State  was  thoroughly  organized  in  its  behalf.  But  scarcely 
had  it  garnered  into  its  storehouses  the  vast  receipts  of  that  sea¬ 
son  so  wonderfully  prolific  of  charitable  enterprises  and  results  in 
this  State  (the  winter  and  spring  of  1863),  than  the  agreement 
was  terminated  upon  notice  from  the  commission.  I  do  not  pro¬ 
fess  to  understand  the  immediate  circumstances  nor  the  conditions 
involved;  but,  in  view  of  results,  the  agreement  seems  to  have 
been  an  unfortunate  one  for  the  State,  and  its  hasty  termination 
seriously  injurious  to  the  efficiency  of  her  agencies. 

I  do  not  desire  to  underrate  the  value  of  the  two  great  commis¬ 
sions.  No  history  of  the  war  can  be  complete  that  does  not  include 
an  account  of  their  achievements.  Future  generations  will  meas¬ 
ure  the  spirit  of  this  age,  doubtless,  more  by  the  self-sacrificing 
patriotism  and  philanthropy  which  sustained  by  voluntary  contri¬ 
butions  its  various  charitable  organizations,  and  enabled  so  immense 
an  outlay  for  the  relief  of  our  brave  soldiers,  than  by  its  successes 
on  great  battle-fields  or  its  enormous  tax  levies.  First  and  fore¬ 
most  among  these  organizations,  for  enterprise,  vastness  of  re¬ 
sources,  and  extent  of  operation,  stands  the  Sanitary  Commission. 

It  is  blit  justj  also,  to  say  tliat,  wlulo  (quietly  ignoring  ^5tate 
organizations,  its  officers  have  been  generally  courteous  to  our 
agents,  and  have  seldom  fa?led  to  relieve  cases  of  suffering  or  cles- 
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titution  reported  by  them.  Testimonials  of  its  usefulness  and  of 
co-operation  to  this  extent  will  be  found  among  the  reports  annexed. 

With  a  view  to  obtain  independent  resources  for  the  agency 
directly  from  the  friends  of  the  soldier  at  home,  I  issued,  with 
your  advice,  a  circular,  setting  forth  briefly  the  claims  of  the  agency 
for  support  and  soliciting  supplies.  This  effort  received  generally 
a  hearty  indorsement  from  the  press  of  the  State,  and  its  effects 
began  to  be  visible  in  the  receipts  of  stores,  when  the  cessation  of 
hostilities,  by  seeming  to  remove  the  necessities  of  further  Special 
relief  to  our  victorious  soldiers,  paralyzed  all  efforts  in  this  direction. 

On  the  13th  day  of  April,  news  was  received  of  the  battles 
before  Richmond.  It  was  not  possible  to  ascertain  immediately 
how  sanguinary  the  engagements  had  been,  but  with  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  previous  year  still  in  mind,  you  set  about  sending  for¬ 
ward  volunteer  surgeons  to  meet  the  probable  exigency.  Hon.  C. 
M.  Crandall,  Drs.  S.  Ingraham,  J.  L.  Babcock,  L.  McLean,  C.  K. 
Irwin  and  G.  W.  Hazeltine,  volunteered  their  services,  and  were 
furnished  transportation  to  Washington.  Learning  fyere  from  the 
Surgeon  General  that  the  campaign  before  Richmond  had  resulted 
in  comparatively  small  loss,  they  mostly  returned. 

Meantime  I  proceeded,  by  your  advice,  immediately  to  the  front, 
making  provision  for  the  forwarding  of  such  supplies  as  had  been 
collected  at  Washington,  and  for  the  purchase  of  what  more  might 
be  necessary,  the  Surgeon  General  kindly  furnishing  transporta¬ 
tion  for  them  on  Government  boats.  I  found  in  the  hospitals  at 
City  Point  about  9,000  soldiers,  near  7,000  of  whom  had  been 
wounded  in  the  recent  battles.  Of  the  former  number  about 
2,500  were  New  York  men.  The  provisions  for  their  care  and 
treatment  by  the  Government  were  most  admirable  and  abundant. 
No  branch  of  the  service  has  profited  more  by  the  four  years  expe* 
rience  of  the  war  than  the  Medical  Department.  Every  appliance 
that  could  conduce  to  the  comfort  of  the  wounded  was  at  hand. 
Immense  diet  kitchens  were  attached  to  each  of  the  division  hos¬ 
pitals.  The  supply  of  the  Medical  Purveyor  was  fully  equal  to 
the  occasion,  and  in  variety  adapted  to  every  demand  for  suste¬ 
nance,  clothing,  medicine  or  surgery.  Every  sufferer  was  kept  in 
the  best  of  spirits,  indeed  in  the  highest  enthusiasm,  by  the  glori 
ous  events  which  immediately  followed  the  battles  in  which  their 
wounds  were  received.  The  fall  of  Richmond,  the  surrender  of 
JLee’s  army,  the  visit  of  our  martyred  President,  one  of  the  last 
acts  of  whose  life  was  to  take  the  hand  of  each  one  of  the  maimed 
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veterans  at  City  Point,  speaking  words  of  kind  encouragement  to 
the  severely  wounded  and  of  grace  to  the  dying.  Many  a  man 
lives  to-day,  saved  from  a  soldier’s  grave,  by  the  inspiration  of 
those  events  and  of  this  thoughtful  kindness.  Mrs.  K.  H.  Spencer, 
the  local  agent  for  New  York  at  this  point,  found  abundant  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  display  her  zeal  and  energy.  Drs.  Irwin  and  Ingraham 
faithfully  represented  the  interest  which  New  York  feels  in  her 
soldiers.  The  kind  efforts  of  Miss  Ada  W.  Smith,  of  Brooklyn, 
also  deserve  mention  in  this  behalf.  The  reports  and  letters 
appended,  disclose  the  farther  operations  at  this  agency. 

Early  in  May,  by  your  direction,  I  commenced  a  tour  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  cause  of  complaints,  which  were  rapidly  multiplying,  of 
New  York  soldiers  in  hospitals  in  the  West  and  Southwest,  and 
visited  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  Jeffersonville,  Nashville,  Madison, 
St.  Louis,  and  some  other  intermediate  points.  I  was  received 
everywhere  with  the  utmost  courtesy,  offered  every  opportunity 
for  examination,  and  my  suggestions  were  always  received  with 
heedful  consideration,  and  when  possible,  promptly  adopted. 
There  was  everywhere  manifested  quite  as  much  interest  for  the 
welfare  of  the  soldiers  among  those  in  charge  of  Western  hospi¬ 
tals  as  in  those  of  the  East;  but  the  materials  at  hand  did  not, 
everywhere,  seem  so  abundant  and  varied.  There  were  about 
1,500  New  York  soldiers  in  the  hospitals  which  I  visited,  and 

about  2,000  in  the  West,  exclusive  of  the  New  Orleans  department. 

/  « 

The  great  cause  of  trouble  to  our  men  was  the  absence  of 
descriptive  lists.  No  one  unfamiliar  with  the  matter  can  imagine 
the  importance  to  the  soldier  separated  from  his  command  of  this 
paper.  It  is  his  character,  passport  and  letter  of  credit.  Upon  it 
is  recorded  all  that  can  affect  his  reputation  as  a  soldier,  and  his 
financial  standing  with  the  Government.  With  it,  every  bureau 
of  supply,  so  muuificently  provided  by  the  United  States,  opens 
for  his  relief.  With  it  he  may  expect  all  reasonable  favors  in  the 
way  of  transfers  and  furloughs,  or,  in  case  of  permanent  disability, 
his  speedy  discharge.  Without  it,  he  is  without  identity  or  credit, 
and  there  is  scarcely  any  limit  to  the  destitution  which  he  may,  on 
occasions,  be  compelled  to  suffer,  or  to  the  time  that  he  may  lan¬ 
guish  in  hospital,  though  recognized  as  utterly  unfit  for  service, 
and  dying  of  disease  or  wounds. 

These  lists  are  not  allowed  to  the  soldier  himself,  but  are  passed 
from  one  to  another  of  the  successive  officers  having  him  in  charge, 
each  making  such  additions  to  the  remarks  or  accounts  as  any 
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change  in  the  circumstances  of  the  soldier  may  require,  while 
under  him.  During  the  series  of  conflicts  in  which  Gen.  Sherman’s 
army,  to  which  most  of  the  New  York  men  belonged,  was  en¬ 
gaged,  previous  to  the  hill  of  Atlanta,  many  a  soldier  was  borne 
wounded  from  the  battle-field,  and  transferred  from  hospital  to 
hospital,  north,  while  his  regiment,  amid  rapidly  succeeding 
engagements,  was  fighting  its  way  south,  and  eventually  set  out 
on  that  grand  expedition  to  the  ocean.  Under  these  circumstances, 
it  was  impossible  for  a  commanding  officer  to  ascertain  the  where¬ 
abouts  of  his  absent  men,  to  provide  them  with  descriptive  lists; 
and  several  months,  in  many  cases,  elapsed  before  any  correspond¬ 
ence  passed  between  them. 

I  was  enabled  to  give  the  proper  address  of  several  regiments, 
thus  facilitating  applications  for  descriptive  lists,  and  procured  the 
discharge  of  quite  a  number  of  soldiers,  in  cases  of  peculiar  hard¬ 
ship,  by  furnishing  partial  descriptive  lists  from  the  State  Adju- 
taut  General’s  office.  But  the  great  remedy  was  reached  when, 
upon  representation  of  these  facts  to  the  Surgeon  General,  by  your 
exeellenc3r,  an  order  was  made  directing  that  all  Eastern  soldiers  in 
Western  hospitals  should  be  immediately  transferred  to  hospitals 
east  of  the  mountains.  With  some  attention  to  the  matter,  and 

•  V 

aided  by  the  courtesy  of  surgeons  in  charge  and  medical  directors, 
it  was  so  managed  that  most  of  the  New  York  men  came  to  this 
State,  or  were  sent  to  Washington,  to  anticipate  the  arrival  of 
their  regiments  with  Gen.  Sherman’s  army.  The  only  agents  in 
the  West  at  that  time  were  Mrs.  H.  C.  May  at  Nashville,  and  Mr. 
Selah  Squires  at  St.  Louis.  Believing  that  the  exigency  did  not 
demand  the  appointment  of  full  agents,  arrangements  were  made 
with  Col.  W.  DeB.  Morrill,  Illinois  agent  at  Louisville,  and  Major 
Weston  Flint,  Ohio  State  agent  at  St.  Louis,  to  secure  proper 
attention  to  the  wants  of  our  men.  Mr.  Squires  being  relieved,  a 
correspondence  was  also  opened  with  Mr.  Bingham,  at  Memphis. 
The  reports  of  these  officers  will  be  found  annexed. 

By  the  time  of  my  return  from  the  West,  June  1st,  the  com¬ 
pleteness  of  the  victories  of  the  national  arms  was  fully  appre¬ 
ciated,  and  orders  had  been  issued  for  the  disbanding  of  the  major 
portion  of  our  grand  armies. 

A  new  and  extensive  field  of  usefulness  was  here  opened  for 
the  agencies.  The  accounts  of  more  than  one  hundred  thousand 
New  York  soldiers,  then  in  the  field,  with  the  Government,  were 
to  be  finally  settled.  These  accounts,  running  for  various  periods, 
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from  months  to  years,  were  kept  by  the  officers  on  what  was  called 
a  “  Company  Book.”  These  books,  if  they  followed  the  com¬ 
mand,  as  intended  in  the  regulations,  were  subject  to  all  the  con¬ 
tingencies  of  an  active  campaign,  of  capture,  loss  or  destruction. 
Often  they  were  left  behind  at  the  commencement  of  a  campaign, 
and  for  months  accounts  would  be  kept  on  pocket  memoranda, 
slips  of  paper,  or  in  the  memory  of  the  officer.  In  view  of  the 
muster-out  of  a  regiment,  men  who  had  been  on  detached  duty, 
sometimes  for  more  than  a  year,  and  from  hospitals  where  they 
had  been  detained  for  months,  were  ordered  to  join  their  com¬ 
mands,  each  bringing  with  him  memoranda  affecting  his  standing 
and  account,  often  incomplete  or  blindly  stated,  but  which  the 
officer  must  engraft  on  the  roll  of  final  settlement.  Some  of  these 
men,  innocently  separated  from  their  commands  on  the  battle-field 
or  march,  or  in  course  of  transportation,  and  borne  on  the  rolls  as 
deserters,  now  first  made  satisfactory  explanation  of  their  absence. 
It  is  easy  to  see  into  what  confusion  many  accounts  must  fall, 
under  such  a  variety  of  circumstances,  even  though  kept  with 
intelligence  and  honesty  of  purpose,  and  according  to  the  best 
regulated  methods.  Many  of  the  phases  presented  were  new  to 
the  officers  themselves. 

The  pressure  of*  these  needs  was  first  felt  by  the  agency  at 
Washington,  about  which  were  encamped  the  grand  armies  of 
Gens.  Grant  and  Shcjrman,  to  the  number  of  250,000  men.  This; 
agency  was  already  in  very  successful  operation.  Its  chief  and  all 
its  male  assistants  had  acquired  experience  of  the  wants  of  soldiers, 
by  having  themselves  served  terms  of  honorable  service  in  the 
field.  You,  being  then  in  Washington,  directed  that  it  undertake 
the  assistance  of  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  settlement  of  their 
accounts.  To  still  further  promote  its  efficiency,  you  selected  and 
added  to  its  force,  from  several  of  the  most  important  Government 
bureaus,  clerks  thoroughly  familiar  with  their  routine  and  manner 
of  adjusting  claims.  The  success  of  the  agency,  thus  thoroughly 
organized  and  reinforced,  soon  advertised  its  own  efforts,  and 
thousands  of  men  and  many  officers  availed  themselves  of  its 
facilities.  I  have  to  refer  to  the  report  of  Col.  Goodrich,  agent  at 
Washington,  in  this  connection. 

With  the  movement  of  the  grand  armies  towards  Washington 
commenced  the  breaking  up  of  hospitals  and  the  transfer  of 
patients  further  north.  Agencies  were  discontinued  in  like  pro¬ 
portion.  The  City  Point  agency  was  closed  June  1st;  that  atNor- 
[Assem.  No.  140.]  3 
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folk  the  same  date.  Afterwards,  however,  Capt.  Tuckerman,  a 
field  agent,  finding  that  there  was  malfeasance  in  the  conduct  of 
the  hospital  at  that  place,  undertook,  unassisted,  an  investigation 
of  its  affairs,  which  resulted  in  the  disclosure  of  such  frauds  and 

/  I 

corruption  that  the  surgeon  in  charge  was  dismissed.  Capt.  Tuck- 
erman  deserves  great  credit  for  the  courage,  address  and  persever¬ 
ance  which  he  manifested  in  this  matter.  On  the  1st  of  July  the 
Nashville  and  Annapolis  agencies  were  discontinued.  On  the  1st 
of  September  those  of  Louisville  arid  New  Orleans,  and  on  the  1st 
of  November  those  of  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia.  The  last  two 
of  these  were  particularly  useful  in  assisting  and  protecting  the 
troops  in  transitu,  and  in  procuring  descriptive  lists  and  transfers 
for  the  soldiers  remaining  in  hospital.  The  extent  to  which  the 
protection  was  needed  is  faithfully  set  forth  in  the  following  ex¬ 
tract  from  a  letter  written  by  Major  Bichardson,  agent  at  Bal¬ 
timore  : 

“New  York  soldiers  on  being  discharged  from  the  various  camps 
and  hospitals,  are  set  upon  by  an  organize^  band  of  miscreants, 
and  by  various  arts,  and  often  by  force,  robbed,  and  left  bruised 
and  helpless  in  the  streets.  Usually  the  soldier  is  enticed  into  a 
saloon  and  persuaded  to  drink;  the  liquor  is  drugged,  and  he  falls 
an  easy  prey  to  these  wolves.  In  many  cases  They  are  set  upon 
in  the  back  streets  while  on  their  way  from  one  depot  to  another, 
knocked  down,  and  in  some  cases  murdered.  .  This  condition  of 
things  is  fearfully  on  the  increase.  I  have  made  complaints  at  the 
provost-marshal’s  office,  and  several  times  called  the  attention  of 
the  city  police  to  these  facts,  yet  few  arrests  have  been  made. 
Cannot  something  be  done  for  these  brave  men,  weakened  by  long 
illness,  worn  with  severe  service,  and  demented  by  systematic  star¬ 
vation  in  southern  deatji-pens  ?  Their  helplessness  calls  unceas¬ 
ingly  for  help.” 

I  was  immediately  sent  to  Baltimore  with  a  letter  to  Major-Gen. 
Wallace,  who  gave  it  his  attention,  which,  together  with  efforts  to 
attract  the  notice  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore  through  appeals  in 
the  daily  papers,  directing  the  attention  of  soldiers  to  the  precise 
methods  and  localities  of  these  nefarious  practices,  by  posters 
stuck  up  at  depots,  on  boats  and  about  the  city,  the  evil  was 
almost  immediately  checked. 

The  duties  of  the  agencies  at  Albany,  Washington,  New  York 
and  Buffalo  are  now  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  collection  of 
the  claims  of  soldiers  and  sailors  against  the  Government.  Al- 
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most  every  soldier  absent  from  his  command  at  the  time  of  his  dis¬ 
charge,  is  unable  to  procure  a  final  settlement  of  his  account.  Ilis 
papers  are  deficient  in  many  respects,  and  paymasters  decline  to 
assume  the  responsibility-  of  fully  discharging  the  indebtedness  of 
the  Government  to  him.  At  each  of  the  above  places,  where 
troops  are  mustered  out,  the  officers  of  the  pa}r  department,  upon 
declining  to  pay  a  detached  man,  sends  him  to  the  agency,  which 
takes  care  of  the  case,  makes  out  all  necessary  papers  and  collects 
the  amount  due  the  soldier  without  any  expense  to  him  and  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible.  It  is  assumed  that  these  men,  having 
faithfully  discharged  their  duty  and  earned  the  money  due  them, 
are  entitled  to  be  paidwithout  the  necessity  of  being  compelled  to 
call  upon  a  regular  claim  agent  and  pay  a  large  per  centage  of 
the  amount  as  fees  for  collection.  Many  of  the  cases  are  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  manage;  sometimes  charges  of  desertion,  improperly  laid 
against  the  soldier  through  no  fault  of  his  own  or  of  his  officer, 
have  to  be  removed;  affidavits  must  be  prepared  and  forwarded, 
muster  rolls  examined,  and  a  vast  amount  of  harrassing  mental 
labor  performed,  of  which  few  persons,  unfamiliar  with  the  details 
of  this  kind  of  business,  have  but  a  faint  conception.  The  agencies 
extend  their  labors  to  the  collection  of  every  class  of  soldiers’,  sail- 
ors’,  prisoners’,  widows’,  orphans'  and  invalid  claims  against  the 
Government. 

I  respectfully  invite  your  excellency’s  attention  to  the  reports 
of  agents  at  Alban3T,  Washington,  New  York  and  Buffalo,  for  a 
more  detailed  account  of  the  labors  performed  by  them  in  the  col¬ 
lection  of  these  claims. 

In  July  last  I  was  called  to  Syracuse  to  attend  to  the  wants 
of  sick  soldiers  temporarily  quartered  there  for  muster-out  and 
discharge.  The  city  was  not,  properly  speaking,  a  military,  post, 
and  no  provision  had  been  made  by  the  U.  S.  authorities  for  the 
care  and  comfort  of  sick  and  disabled  mem  The  citizens  or^aniz- 
ed  a  society  and  raised  a  considerable  amount  of  money  to  relieve 
the  wants  of  these  men.  This  agency  aided  them  to  the  amount 
of  $2,000  in  providing  for  the  destitute  and  sick.  I  was  able 
through  your  exertions  to  secure  the  assignment  of  a  surgeon  to 
the  post  during  its  sub.#quent  continuance  as  a  depot  for  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  centfaPNew  York  soldiers. 

One  of  the  most  agreeable  incidents  of  my  connection  with  the 
agency  was  the  reception  of  a  letter  from  Brevet  Brigadier  General 
J.  G.  Spaulding,  Colonel  of  the  Fiftieth  New  York  Volunteer 
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Engineers,  enclosing  $406.08  in  Government  bonds,  contributed 
from  the  regimental  funds  of  that  organization  for  the  benefit  of 
sick  and  disabled  soldiers.  Coming  from  those  who  had  seen  and 
experienced  the  value  of  the  agency,  it  was  a  most  gratifying  evi¬ 
dence  of  their  appreciation  of  the  services  of  our  agents  in  camp, 
field,  and  hospital. 

In  concluding  this  report,  it  becomes  my  sad  duty  to  record  the 
death  of  one  whose  loss  to  his  friends  and  the  agency  was  deeply 
felt.  Surgeon  James  A.  Hall,  Medical  Agent  at  Washington, 
D.  C.,'died  at  his  home  in  Chautauqua  county,  N.  Y.,  on  the  7th 
day  of  April,  1865,  whence  he  had  gone  on  a  brief  business  visit. 
Dr.  Hall  was  appointed  surgeon  of  the  Forty-ninth  regiment, 
N.  Y.  Vols.,  in  September,  1861,  and  served  until  the  muster-out 
of  his  regiment  in  1864  as  regimental  surgeon,  surgeon-in-chief  of 
brigade,  and  surgeon-in-chief  of  division,  participating  in  all  the 
important  campaigns  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  embraced  in 
that  period.  His  whole  aim  during  his  military  career  was  to  serve 
his  country  well  and  faithfully,  and  he  discharged  the  most  ardu- 
ous  duties  of  his  various  positions  with  alacrity  and  zeal.  He 
loved  the  soldier,  and  was  especially  tender  of  him  when  suffering 
from  disease  or  wounds.  So  ingenuous  and  kind-hearted  a  man 
was  seldom  met;  and  these  traits  of  character  rendered  him  espe¬ 
cially  fitted  for  Medical  Agent  at  Washington,  where  he  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  hear  the  soldiers,  in  large  numbers,  relate  the  stories  of 
their  wrongs,  fancied  or  otherwise.  On  such  occasions  he  endea¬ 
vored  to  impress  the  soldier  with  the  magnanimity  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment — enjoining  him  not  to  magnify  his  own  sufferings,  and  inspir¬ 
ing  him  with  hopes  and  anticipations  which  soothed  his  troubled 
fiiind. 

By  the  death  of  Dr.  Hall,  his  friends  lost  a  genial  and  warm¬ 
hearted  man,  the  State  an  active  and  efficient  agent,  and  the  country 
a  loyal  and  devoted  citizen. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  G.  MORGAN, 
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ALBANY. 

REPORT  OP  WILLIAM  W.  POST,  ACTING  STATE  MILI¬ 
TARY  AGENT  AT  ALBANY,  N.  Y. 

Superintendent’s  Office,  ) 
New  Y ork  State  Military  Agencies, 
Albany,  December  31,  1865. 

Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  SupH  New  York  Military  Agencies  : 

Colonel — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  my  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  agency  in  this  city  since  my  connection  with  it, 
which  commenced  the  1st  of  August  last.  Having  your  head¬ 
quarters  here,  the  general  scope  of  its  business  and  usefulness  has 
been  brought  under  your  immediate  observation;  I  shall,  therefore, 
confine  myself  to  a  succinct  statement  of  matters  pertaining  spe¬ 
cifically  to  the  labors  of  the  office. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  me  have  been 
the  reception,  preparation,  and  filing  of  soldiers’  and  sailors’  claims 
against  the  State  and  LTnited  States  Governments,  and  procuring 
for  the  heirs  of  those  deceased  arrearages  of  pay  and  bounty  and 
pensions.  This  being  an  important  point  for  the  discharge  and 
payment  of  returning  regiments,  it  has  neceesarily  imposed  upon 
this  office  a  heavy  burden.  The  unavoidable  imperfections  and 
complexities  in  the  records  even  of  those  who  had  not  been  sepa¬ 
rated  from  their  commands,  compelled  me  to  have  daily  interviews 
with  the'  United  States  officers  stationed  at  this  post  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  clearing  up  obscurities,  offering  suggestions,  making  expla¬ 
nations,  furnishing  certificates,  and  insisting  upon  rights,  so  that 
the  men  could  be  paid  without  being  obliged  to  await  the  tedious 
process  of  a  settlement  at  Washington.  By  this  persistent  re? 
moval  of  obstacles,  which,  to  the  soldier,  bewildered  and  discour¬ 
aged,  seemed  insurmountable,  nearly  all  their  accounts  were  set¬ 
tled  here.  And  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  many  a  family,  which 
had  for  months  been  waging  a  doubtful  contest  with  pauperism, 
by  reason  of  the  non-payment  of  him  who  was  their  reliance,  and 
was  awaiting  his  return  with  intense  anxiety,  has,  through  the  exer¬ 
tions  of  this  office,  experienced,  in  addition  to  the  joy  of  a  reunited 
household,  a  return  to  those  comforts  which  were  formerly  enjoyed. 

Immediately  consequent  to  the  disbanding  of  our  armies  an 
order  was  issued,  as  you  are  aware,  providing  for  the  discontinu¬ 
ance,  as  fast  as  practicable,  of  the  hospitals  in  the  States  lately  in 
rebellion,  and  the  transfer  of  their  inmates  to  their  several  States. 
Pursuant  to  this  regulation,  detachments  were  almost  daily  arriv- 
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ing  at  this  rendezvous  for  discharge.  Among  this  class  the  abseflc# 
of  descriptive  lists  was  most  severely  felt.  Most  of  them  having 
received  no  pay  for  six  months,  and  many  for  a  much  longer 
period,  wasted  by  disease,  enfeebled  by  wounds  and  exhausted  by 
the  fatigues  of  travel,  their  discharges  having  been  furnished 
them,  by  which  they  were  estopped  from  demanding  further  sub¬ 
sistence  from  the  Government,  abandoned,  helpless  and  destitute, 
in  a  strange  city,  without  friends  or  acquaintances,  their  condition 
was  pitiable  in  the  extreme.  This  office  addressed  itself  with 
assiduity  to  the  preparation  of  the  claims  of  these  unfortunates, 
providing  them  with  food  and  free,  transportation  to  their,  homes, 
and  assisting  them  to  procure  such  labor  as  their  strength  per¬ 
mitted  them  to  perform. 

Special  relief  has  been  granted,  to  a  limited  extent,  to  soldiers' 
families  in  indigent  circumstances,  which,  added  to  contributions 
from  local  charitable  organizations,  has  relieved  them  from  the 
shame  and  degradation  so  universally  felt  in  being  compelled  to 
become  inmates  of  our  alms-houses.  In  the  distribution  of  this 
aid  it  has  been  my  aim  to  discriminate  wisely  between  the  deserv¬ 
ing  and  impostors.  In  cases  where  I  have  been  able,  I  have  made 
personal  investigations,  and  where  circumstances  have  prevented 
my  doing  so,  I  have  required  the  recommendation  of  intelligent 
and  trustworthy  persons. 

The  amount  thus  expended  will  be  found  in  statement  of  dis¬ 
bursements  appended  to  this  report. 

The  number  of  arrearages  of  p&y  and  bounty,  pensions,  &c., 

received  by  this  office  during  the  period  covered 


by  this  report . .  351 

Number  of  claims  settled _ * . . . .  137 

Number  of  claims  filed  and  unsettled _ * .  162 

Number  of  claims  requiring  additional  evidence  and 

in  process  of  preparation _ _ _ _  _ _  52 

Amount  collected  and  paid  to  claimants* . .  $30,611  36 

Number  of  letters  written  ...... . . .  1,820 

Number  of  letters  received,  about _ _  1,900 


I  take  pleasure  in  availing  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  express 
my  acknowledgments  of  the  uniform  courtesy  and  willing  assist¬ 
ance  I  have  received  from  the  United  States  officers  stationed  here, 
and  for  special  favors  the  names  of  Maj.  H.  C.  Pratt,  Paymaster, 
and  Capt.  J.  Johnson,  Chief  Mustering  Officer,  deserve  grateful 
mention. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  W,  POST, 
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WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

REPORT  OF  COL.  E.  R.  GOODRICH,  N.  Y.  MIL.  AGENT  AT 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Col,  D.  G.  Morgan,  Supt.  Mil.  State  Agent ,  Albany ,  N.  Y .  .* 

Sir — I  have  the  lionor  to  transmit  herewith,  in  accordance  with 
your  direction,  the  following  report  of  the  transactions  of  the 
Military  Agency  of  the  State  of  New  York,  at  the  city  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1865  : 

I  assumed  the  duties  of  the  Military  Agent  of  the  State  at  this 
city  on  the  18th  of  February,  1865. 

Believing  that  the  location  of  the  office,  during  its  previous 
administration,  to  have  been  most  undesirable  for  the  convenience 
of  soldiers  and  for  all  business  purposes,  it  was  moved  at  once  to 
its  present  location,  No.  283  F.  street.  Immediate  publicity  was 
given  to  the  removal  among  the  New  York  soldiers  in  the  armies, 
hospitals,  etc.,  and  very  generally  to  the  people  of  the  State;  and 
by  a  thorough  system  of  newspaper  advertising,  the  issuing  of  cir¬ 
culars,  and  daily  visitations  through  the  hospitals  and  garrisons  of 
this  district,  it  was  hoped  that  all  who  needed  or  desired  aid. 
assistance  or  information,  either  soldiers  or  friends,  should  know 
to  whom  and  where  application  was  to  be  made. 

We  believe  this  to  have  been  attained,  for  from  the  1st  of 
March,  1865,  the  business  of  this  agency  steadily  and  rapidly  in¬ 
creased,  involving  larger  office  facilities  and  additional  clerical 
force.  Other  causes  contributed  to  the  growth  of  our  work.  The 
well-known  zeal  of  his  excellency  the  Governor,  in  all  that  related 
to  the  welfare  of  the  Union  soldier,  induced  a*renewed  interest 
and  attention  to  the  agency  on  the  part  of  the  troops  and  of  their 
friends  at  home.  Your  own  efforts  and  labor  among  the  hospitals 
in  previous  years  gave  an  earnest  also  of  what  the  soldiers’  agen¬ 
cies  should  be  under  your  direction.  A  system  of  visitation  to  the 
hospitals  of  the  Department  of  Washington,  including  all  of  the 
hospitals  at  Washington,  Alexandria  and  Point  Lookout,  was  at 
once  organized,  and  employing  an  efficient  force  of  ladies  with 
large  experience  and  warm  heartiness  in  the  work,  the  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers  of  our  State  were  visited  almost  daily,  and  every 
need  and  want  supplied.  The  instructions  to  the  visitors  of  the 
hospitals  have  been  to  personally  attend  to  the  sick  and  wounded, 
cheering  them  by  kindly  words,  writing  to  their  families  and 
friends,  furnishing  them  with  proper  clothing,  and  every  descrip- 
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tion  of  sanitary"  supplies,  always  with  the  consent  and  under  the* 
direction  of  the  various  surgeons  in  charge. 

The  proportion  of  New  York  men  in  the  hospitals  of  the  Depart- 
partment  varied  from  32  to  35  per  cent  of  the  whole  number,  and 
after  the  battles  before  Kichmond  that  average  was  considerably 
increased. 

'  •  T~  ■  ■*  ,  '  >  *  f  '  ' 

There  have  been  stationed  at  and  near  Washington  during  the 
year  a  large  force  of  veteran  reserve  regiments.  In  this  command, 
made  up  so  considerably  of  New  York  men,  a  great  number  of 
them,  by  reason  of  their  own  neglect  or  that  of  previous  company 
officers,  or  from  causes  whiqh  could  not  be  prevented,  had  unset¬ 
tled  claims  against  the  Government.  All  of  these,  so  far  as  pos¬ 
sible,  have  been  adjusted  and  collected. 

There  have  been,  during  the  year,  also  stationed  within  the 
Department  the  entire  army  of  the  Potomac,  and  the  Western 
army,  under  command  of  Maj.  Gend  Sherman,  comprising  the 
Second,  Fifth,  Sixth,  Ninth,  Fourteenth  Fifteenth,  Seventeenth 
and  Twentieth  Corps,  and  the  Cavalry  Corps  under  Gen.  Sheridan. 
This  command  has  been  variously  estimated  at  from  150,000  to 
170,000  men.  Add  to  the  garrison  commands  the  Y.  K.  C.  regi-, 
ments  and  the  number  of  men  in  the  hospitals  of  the  Department, 
and  for  a  considerable  time  there  could  not  have  been  less  than 
200,000  soldiers  stationed  within  the  Department  of  Washington. 

The  presence  of  such  a  force  in  the  Department,  and  a  large 
part  of  it  having  never  availed  itself  of  any  of  the  beneficent  ope¬ 
rations  of  a  military  agency,  of  course,  increased  the  labors  of  this 
office.  The  personal  calls  of  soldiers  for  a  long  time  exceeded  200 
per  day,  and  only  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  needs  of  soldiers 
can  realize  the  numberless  variety  of  their  applications.  I  am 
glad  to  report  to  you,  sir,  even  during  so  unexpected  k  demand 
upon  the  agency,  that  as  a  result  of  the  liberal  and  patriotic  con¬ 
struction  of  the  law,  by  his  excellency  Governor  Fenton,  and  the 
general  instructions  received  from  him,  we  believe  that  in  every 
case  of  aid  or  assistance  asked  for  by  the  New  York  soldiers  it  has 
always  been  secured  to  him. 

Close  upon  the  reorganization  of  the  army  came  the  order  for 
mustering  out,  and  in  addition  to  the  various  demands  of  the 
soldiers  for  their  arrears  of  pay  and  bounty,  were  the  calls  upon 
the  office  for  the  preparation  and  completion  of  the  accounts  of 
officers  of  New  York  regiments  with  the  several  Departments  of 
the  General  Government.  Four  hundred  and  eighty-two  officers' 
accounts  have  been  made  out  and  forwarded  to  the  Departments. 
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Many  of  these  accounts,  perhaps  a  majority,  had  been  running  on 
with  the  Government  for  a  period  of  three  years.  It  will  be 
understood,  too,  that  only  the  most  deficient  accounts  of  both 
officers  and  men  would  naturally  come  to  the  agency.  A  vast 
amount  of  labor  has  been  bestowed  upon  this  part  of  the  work, 
and  with  most  gratifying  results,  as  in  many  cases  the  officers  left 
the  service  with  less  money  paid  him  than  the  private  soldier. 
Over  1,600  certificates  of  non-indebtedness  have  been  gratuitously 
obtained  for  officers  of  New  York  regiments  by  this  agency. 

The  collections  for  individual  soldiers  from  the  office  of  Pay¬ 
master  General  of  U.  S.  A.,  who  have  been  mustered  out  and  but. 
partially  paid,  amounts  to  $56,191.91;  this  since  the  general  order 
for  mustering  out,  and  in  sums  of  $25  and  upwards.  The  records 
of  the  books  of  the  agency  show  a  great  amount  of  labor  to  have 
been  expended  upon  the  applications  of  soldiers  for  alleged 
moneys  due  them,  and  in  behalf  of  those  charged  with  derelic¬ 
tions  of  duty  while  in  service,  all  of  which  applications  have  been 
finally  rejected.  $11,605  of  State  bounties  have  been  collected  of 
the  Paymaster  General  of  the  State,  and  forwarded  to  soldiers  and 
their  heirs. 

All  applications  through  this  agency  for  furloughs  and  for  the 
transfer  of  men  from  the  hospitals  of  this  department  to  those  in  the 
State  have  been,  whenever  consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  ser¬ 
vice,  readily  granted. 

The  correspondence  of  the  agency  with  the  several  departments 
of  the  Government,  the  authorities  of  the  State,  with  the  soldiers 
in  the  field  and  hospitals  and  with  their  friends  and  kin  throughout 
the  country,  has  amounted  to  upwards  of  18,000  letters.  The 
accumulation  of  the  lists  of  New  York  men  who  have  died  in 
Southern  prisons,  and  the  general  knowledge  thereof,  has  occa¬ 
sioned  no  small  part  of  the  correspondence. 

I  desire  inclosing  my  report  to  bear  testimony  to  the  invaluable 
courtesy  and  kindness  of  every  officer  of  the  Government  with 
whom  I  have  had  any  transaction.  I  do  not  deem  it  proper  to 
particularize,  as  I  believe  them  all  alike  worthy  of  the  high  com¬ 
pliment  paid  to  them  by  the  military  agents  of  the  several  States 
having  representation  in  Washington.  Much  of  the  efficiency  of 
this  agency  must  be  attributed  to  the  pleasant  relations  sustained 
to  the  departments,  and  their  earnest  co-operation  in  all  efforts  in 
behalf  of  Union  soldiers.  Respectfully  submitted. 

EDWIN  R.  GOODRICH,  Col.  and  JY.  Y.  S.  Agent. 


42  ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  GENERAL  AGENT 

/  •  '  ^  r  *  $8 

REPORT  OF  DR.  W.  W.  POTTER,  MEDICAL  AGENT  AT 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

New  York  State  Military  Agency,  ) 

No.  283  F  st.,  Washington,  D.  C.,  \ 
January  3lst,  1866.  J 

Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  Slept.  JY.  Y  Mil .  Agencies  : 

Sir — In  compliance  with  your  .instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  bureau  of  this 
agency  under  my  charge  : 

Dr.  Hall  assigned  me  to  office  duty,  while  h,e  devoted  his  time  to 
the  visitation  of  soldiers  in  the  various  hospitals,  to  the  management 
of  special  cases  in  the  departments,  and  any  other  duties  which  the 
nature  of  the  business  demanded.  The  application  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers  for  “special  transfer”  from  the  hospitals  in  this 
and  other  departments  to  the  State  of  New  York,  and  for  furloughs 
a  ad  discharges,  (these  classes  of  cases  being  the  speciality  of  this 
bureau)  became  .so  numerous,  a  large  proportion  of  which  did  not 
come  within  the  provisions  of  the  existing  orders  governing  such 
cases,  that  an  examination  was  instituted  in  the  case  of  each  appli¬ 
cant,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  as  nearly  as  possible  whether  the 
application  was  a  proper  one,  and  if  it  would  meet  with  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  proper  authorities.  If  any  case  was  believed  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  provisions  of  the  orders  referred  to,  an  application 
was  filled  out  and  forwarded  to  the  medical  director  of  this  depart- 
.  ment.  It  was  by  him  referred  to  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  hos¬ 
pital  of  which  the  soldier  was  at  the  time  an  inmate,  with  orders 
for  him  to  be  examined,  and  a  report  made  in  the  case  to  the  med¬ 
ical  director.  'If  the  report  was  favorable  for  transfer,  (supposing 
this  to  he  what  the  applicant  desired,)  the  papers  were  forwarded 
to  the  Surgeon-General  with  recommendations  for  such  transfer 
indorsed  thereon  by  the  medical  director.  With  the  approval  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  the  Surgeon-General  ordered  the  desired 
transfer.  The  necessary  papers  were  made  out  and  returned  to 
the  soldier  upon  which  transportation  was  furnished  to  the  hospi¬ 
tal  in  the  State  of  New  York  to  which  he  was  assigned. 

This  routine,  which  was  very  necessary,  consumed  from  ten  (10) 
days  to  two  (2)  weeks,  and  in  some  cases  a  longer  period,  owing 
to  the  immense  pressure  of  business  upon  the  offices  through 
which  the  papers  passed.  The  process  of  application  for  furloughs 
or  discharges  was  not  so  tedious,  as  the  papers  in  these  classes  of 
cases  did  not  go  beyond  department  headquarters. 
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It  is  not  claimed  that  all  of  the  applications  forwarded  from 
this  office  came  within  the  provisions  of  the  orders  established  by 
the  military  authorities,  for  it  was  impossible  to  discriminate 
closely  in  every  case,  owing,  in  part,  to  the  brief  term  allowed; 
but  it  is  believed  that  the  course  pursued  relieved  the  Department 
of  much  annoyance  that  would  have  resulted,  if  applications  had 
been  made  in  a  promiscuous  manner. 

On  the  13th  day  of  March,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from 
Col.  Morgan,  Dr.  Hall  proceeded  to  City  Point,  Va.,  to  inspect  the 
condition  of  the  agency  at  that  place,  and  ascertain  the  wants  of 
the  soldiers  of  the  armies  operating  against  Richmond,  in  so  far  as 
the  State  of  New  York,  through  its  agency,  could  afford  them  relief. 

During  his  absence  of  ten  (10)  days  I  discharged,  as  far  as  possi¬ 
ble,  the  entire  duties  of  this  Department.  On  the  31st  day  of 
March,  Dr.  Hail  started  for  his  home  in  Western  New  York  (on  a 
brief  visit)  intending  to  be  absent  about  two  (2)  weeks.  Immedi- 
diately  upon  his  arrival  home  he  was  attacked  with  congestion  of 
the  brain,  from  which  he  died  on  the  7th  day  of  April. 

To  appreciate  the  loss  the  agency  sustained  by  his  death,  it  was 
only  necessary  to  have  met  Dr.  Hall  during  his  life-time,  and  to 
have  been  a  casual  witness  of  the  earnest,  thorough  manner  in  which 
he  discharged  the  duties  of  his  position.  Having  known  him  inti¬ 
mately  since  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  and  having  been  his 
assistant  in  the  field  as  well  as  in  this  agency,  I  perhaps  felt  his 
decease  more  keenly,  and  appreciated  his  loss  to  the  agency  more 
thoroughly  than  any  other  member  of  the  office. 

Since  the  death  of  Dr  Hall,  I  have  discharged  the  duties  of  this 
Department  without  other  aid,  but  I  am  conscious  of  the  fact  that 
its  efficiency  has  been  less  than  before. 

It  being  impracticable  for  the  medical  officer  to  make  the  hospi¬ 
tal  visitations  and  attend  to  the  constantly  increasing  office  duties 
at  the  same  time,  a  corps  of  lady  visitors  was  employed,,  whose 
duties  were  to  visit  every  New  York  soldier  in  the  several  hospi¬ 
tals  in  this  Department,  ascertain  their  wants,  and  report  the  same 
to  the  agency.  These  visitors  reported  to  this  bureau  daily  all 
cases  coming  within  its  especial  province  observed  during  the  day 
previous,  and  in  cases  where  the  wants  of  the  soldier  could  not  be 
relieved  otherwise,  a  personal  visitation  was  made  by  the  medical 
officer  after  office  hours. 

By  this  plan  the  hospital  visitations  and  the  office  work  kept 
pace  with  each  other. 
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The  number  of  wounded  brought  to  this  city  from  the  scene  of 
the  last  grand  struggle,  which  resulted  in  the  downfall  of  the  rebel 
capital  and  the  capitulation  of  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
filled  the  hospitals  to  overflowing,  taxing  the  medical  officers  and 
others  charged  with  their  care  to  their  utmost. 

The  organization  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  United 
States  Army  for  the  care  of  the  sick  and  wounded  has  attained  a 
degree  of  perfection  which  rendered  any  aid  from  other  sources 
directed  to  the  personal  comfort  of  the  soldier  almost  superfluous, 
and  the  labors  of  the  medical  agent  have  been  mostly  directed 
towards  assisting  the  disabled  New  York  soldiers  in  procuring 
discharges,  transfers,  and  furloughs  in  proper  cases. 

This  system  has,  perhaps,  afforded  as  much  or  more  of  the 
“  relief  to  sick  and  wounded  soldiers”  contemplated  by  the  act 
creating  this  charity  than  any  other  method;  for  the  longing  of  the 
soldier,  disabled  by  disease  or  wounds,  for  home  and  friends  is 
intense,  and  the  comfort  afforded  by  such  a  consummation  is  not 
only  an  indulgence  well  earned  by  his  sacrifice,  but  he  is  sooner 
fitted  for  a  return  to  the  field  thereby;  consequently  it  is  an  eco¬ 
nomical  manner  for  the  General  Government  to  care  for  the  soldier 
during  convalescence. 

As  a  necessary  consequence  resulting  from  the  discharge  of  the 
volunteer  army  and  the  discontinuing  of  the  general  hospitals,  the 
original  speciality  of  this  bureau  has  in  a  measure  departed.  The 
duties  performed  at  this  time  consist  mainly  in  assisting  medical 
officers  to  adjust  their  property  accounts  with  the  Surgeon  Gene¬ 
ral’s  office,  and  the  tracing  up  of  the  records  of  the  departments 
(especially  of  the  Surgeon  General’s  office),  in  regard  to  deceased 
soldiers,  with  a  view  to  obtain  the  proof  necessary  in  procuring 
pensions,  back  pay,  &c.  *  #  #'#### 

At  the  request  of  his  excellency  Governor  Fenton,  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  *of  Pensions  has  appointed  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of 
this  bureau  as  examining  surgeon  for  pensions,  thereby  greatly 
facilitating  the  prosecution  of  such  claims,  which  constitutes  by  no 
means  a  small  proportion  of  the  present  business  of  the  office, 
under  the  direction  of  the  military  agent. 

The  following  is  substituted  as  a  brief  summary  of  the  major 
part  of  the  business  transacted  under  my  direction  from  the  date 
of  my  entry  upon  duty  in  this  office  to  the  present  time,  to  wit: 
The  number  of  applications  for  special  transfer,  furlough  and  dis¬ 
charge,  forwarded  from  this  office,  as  shown  by  the  records  kept, 


45 


FOR  RELIEF  OF  SICK  AND  DISABLED  SOLDIERS. 

is  twelve  hundred  and  forty-four  (1,244),  the  greater  number  of 
which  have  been  approved  at  the  proper  departments.  This  is 
entirely  independent  of  the  number  transferred  by  general  orders 
from  the  Surgeon  General’s  office.  The  number  of  letters  written 
of  which  copies  have  been  kept  is  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty  (1,550); 
the  number  of  letters  written  of  which  copies  have  not  been  kept 
is  estimated  at  one  thousand;  the  number  of  accounts  adjusted,  or 
in  which  assistance  has  been  rendered,  since  June  1st,  1865,  is 
eighty. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  many 
obligations  I  am  under  to  Brevet  Maj.  Gen.  J.  K.  Barnes,  Surgeon 
General  U.  S.  A.,  and  the  officers  and  chiefs  of  division  of  his 
department,  and  to  Brevet  Col.  11.  O.  Abbott,  U.  S.  A.,  Medical 
Director  Department  of  Washington,  and  the  officers  under  his 
direction,  for  the  kind  consideration  my  numerous  applications, 
both  written  and  personal,  have  uniformly  received  at  their  hands; 
also  to  the  medical  officers  on  duty  at  the  various  hospitals,  whom 
it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  meet  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  and 
Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  J.  E.  Lee,  Ass’t  N.  Y.  Military  Agent,  to  Mr.  L. 
F.  Rolfe,  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Officers’  Accounts,  and  all  the  em¬ 
ployees  of  this  agency,  for  their  kind  co-operation  and  valuable 
assistance  rendered  me  on  various  occasions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  W.  W.  POTTER, 

Med.  Agt.  S.  M  Y. 


BUFFALO. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR  ANSON  G.  CHESTER,  N.  Y.  MILITARY 

AGENT  AT  BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

New  York  State  Military  Agency,  ? 

Buffalo,  Dec.  20th,  1865.  ) 

Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  Supt.  JST.  Y.  Mil.  Agencies: 

Sir — In  response  to  your  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub¬ 
mit  a  report  of  the  business  of  this  agency  from  August  20th,  1865, 
the  date  of  its  commencement,  to  and  including  the  19th  day  of 
December  instant. 

You  do  not  need  to  be  informed  that  the  city  of  Buffalo  has 
been  for  the  last  five  years  a  point  of  great  importance,  in  a  mili¬ 
tary  sense.  That  the  extent  of  its  recruiting  operations,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  its  prominence  in  connection  with  the  muster-out  of  our 


46 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  GENERAL  AGENT 


war-worn  regiments,  were  appreciated  by  the  Governor  and  your¬ 
self,  the  establishment  of  this  agency  has  already  asserted. 

It  is  simply  impossible  to  convey,  upon  paper,  any  intelligent 
and  adequate  idea  of  the  business  of  a  soldiers’  agency.  No  State 
agent  can  represent  in  writing  the  various  and  numerous  calls 
which  are  made  upon  his  time  and  his  energies,  apart  from  what 
*  may  fairly  be  considered  his  legitimate  duties.  As  far,  however, 
as  the  operations  of  the  Buffalo  agency  can  be  exhibited,  during 
the  four  months  of  its  existence,  they  are  as  follows: 

Number  of  letters  received  in  relation  to  soldiers’  claims,  1,061. 

Number  of  letters  written  during  the  same  period,  1,783. 

Number  of  calls  relative  to  soldiers’  claims,  3,000. 

Amount  paid  out  to  soldiers,  or  their  representatives,  $18,992. 

•  _  _  _  _ 

This  report  would  be  incomplete  should  the  undersigned  neg¬ 
lect  to  express  his  cordial  acknowledgments  to  the  press  of 
Buffalo  for  acts  of  marked  courtesy,  and  to  the  following  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  railroad  lines,  etc.,  in  this  city,  who  have  repeatedly 
and  promptly  responded  to  his  requests  for  the  free  transportation 
of  disabled  and  needy  soldiers:  Julius  Morris,  Agent  Michigan 
Central;  J.  Tillinghast,  Assistant  Superintendent  Buffalo  and  Erie; 
J.  H.  Rutter,  Agent  New  York  and  Erie;  George  H.  Try  on,  Agent 
Grand  Trunk;  W.  L.  Malcolm,  Agent  Great  Western;  T.  D.  Dole, 
proprietor  line  of  propellers.  The  best  reward  of  these  noble- 
hearted  gentlemen  is  the  unfeigned  gratitude  of  the  unfortunate 
ones  whom  their  charity  has  so  substantially  helped. 

With  the  assurance  of  my  increasing  interest  in  the  great  and 
good  work  with  which  I  am  humbly  associated, 

I  am,  Colonel, 

Yours  very  respectfully  and  truly, 

ANSON  G.  CHESTER, 

Major  and  State  Agent. 


PHILADELPHIA. 

REPORT  OF  REV.  JAMES  DE  BOIS,  N.  Y.  MIL.  AGENT  AT 

PHILADELPHIA. 

N.  Y.  State  Military  Agency,  / 
Philadelphia,  JSfov.  15,  1865.  } 

Col  D.  G.  Morgan,  Sujpt .  JV.  Y.  Mil.  Agencies : 

Sir— The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  having  by  a  gen¬ 
erous  appropriation  provided  for  the  care  of  sick  and  wounded 
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soldiers  in  hospital,  and  having  committed  the  appointment  and 
supervision  of  agents  to  his  excellency,  the  Governor,  I  was  on 
the  6th  of  January  last  honored  by  the  receipt  of  an  appointment 
as  New  York  State  military  agent.  After  a  brief  period  of  service 
under  your  instructions  at  Washington,  Alexandria,  Baltimore  and 
Annapolis,  I  received  your  directions  on  the  nineteenth  of  Febru¬ 
ary  last  to  proceed  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  and  take  charge 
of  the  agency  in  that  city.  Assuming  direction  of  affairs  on  *  the 
twenty-second  of  February,  the  property  and  records  of  the  agency 
were  delivered  to  me  by  the  former  agent,  Rev.  David  Malin,  D. 
D.,  to  whom  I  was  under  great  obligations  for  introduction  to  the 
medical  director  arid  inspector  of  the  department,  surgeons  in 
charge  of  hospitals,  officers  of  the  Sanitary  and  Christian  Commis¬ 
sions,  thus  greatly  facilitating  my  intercourse  and  enabling  the 
more  readily  to  accomplish  the  objects  for  which  the  agency  was 
established. 

I  found  in  this  department  at  the  time  of  my  arrival  sixteen  U. 
S.  A.  general  hospitals,  capable  of  receiving  twenty-five  thousand 
patients,  and  containing  over  twelve  thousand  under  treatment  for 
various  diseases  or  wounds;  full  one-fourth  of  this  number,  three 
thousand,  were  soldiers  from  our  State.  Since  Jan.  1,  1865,  to 
present  date,  there  has  been  received  for  treatment  in  this  depart¬ 
ment  a  total  in  addition  to  the  number  then  in  hospital,  of  twenty 
tliQUsand  (20,000)  men,  five  thousand  of  them  at  least  soldiers  from 
the  State  of  New  York. 


In  the  month  of  May  the  total  was  reduced  by  discharges,  trans¬ 
fers,  returned  to  duty,  death  and  desertion,  to  : 


Total. 

N.  Y.  Men. 

V.  R.  c. 

N.  Y.  Men. 

In  the  month  of  May _ 

8363 

2566 

do 

June _ 

9284 

2432 

do 

July... 

7068 

1217 

do 

August. 

3623 

802 

1787 

478 

do 

Sept.  . . 

1712 

443 

1678 

419 

do 

Oct. _ 

1124 

203 

530 

70 

•  i 

And  at  the  close  of  the  first  week 

in  November  *there 

was  not 

remaining  in 

this  department, 

either 

as  patients  under  treatment 

or  as  soldiers  on  duty  in  the  veteran  reserve  corps,  to  exceed  one 
hundred  (100)  men  from  our  State;  and  those  still  remaining  are 
neither  subjects  for  discharge  or  transfer  at  present. 

While  ministering  to  the  necessities  of  these  men  in  hospital,  or 
attending  to  their  interests  at  the  office,  it  has  been  my  aim  at  all 
times  to  inspire  them  with  confidence  in  the  magnanimity  of  the 
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State  that  was  thus  endeavoring  to  supply  their  wants,  alleviate 
their  distresses,  and  protect  their  interests,  entirely  free  from  all 
cost  to  them  for  any  or  all  services  rendered. 

It  may  serve  to  convey  some  idea  of  the  labor  performed 
in  behalf  of  our  men  in  the  office  alone,  when  I  state  that  during 
the  time  of  my  service  as  agent,  I  have  written  over  three  thou¬ 
sand  letters  solely  in  relation  to  their  affairs.  I  have  found  great 
pleasure  while  writing  at  the  dictation  of  these  men,  either  to 
their  families  or  friends  or  to  officials  in  their  behalf,  in  observing 
a  State  pride  springing  up  in  their  hearts,  gratified  beyond  Pleas¬ 
ure  that  such  services  were  freely  and  cheerfully  performed  upon 
solicitation.  I  have  not  failed  on  all  occasions  to  offer  such  coun¬ 
sel  and  advice  as  would  encourage  the  prompt  and  speedy  resump¬ 
tion  of  all  the  duties  and  obligations  of  peaceful  citizenship  imme¬ 
diately  upon  their  discharge  from  military  service.  And  in  my 
humble  opinion,  it  is  from  just  such  results  that  the  highest  and 
most  ample  rewards  for  this  outlay  must  return  to  the  State.  The 
services  thus  performed  in  saving  soldiers  from  the  corruptions  of 
the  camp  and  the  demoralization  incident  to  military  life,  is  worth 
more  to  the  State  of  New  York  than  the  entire  cost  of  all  the  agencies. 

It  has  not  been  my  privilege  to  distribute  very  largely  to 
relieve  the  necessities  of  our  men,  as  the  agency  had  not  been  pro¬ 
vided  with  funds  or  stores  for  that  purpose;  yet  what  I  felt  it  to 
be  necessary  and  a  duty  to  dispense  in  clothing,  food,  transporta¬ 
tion,  tobacco,  stamps,  &c.,  I  am  confident  was  gratefully  received 
and  appreciated,  and  was,  as  I  think,  judiciously  bestowed. 

You  must  have  observed  from  the  reports  sent  from  this  agency 
that  upon  the  receipt  of  orders  for  the  discharge  of  men  from  hos¬ 
pital  who  were  not  in  need  of  further  treatment,  a  very  rapid  dim¬ 
inution  of  the  number  of  patients  took  place,  especially  in  those 
cases  where  the  proper  descriptive  lists  and  other  papers  were  at 
hand.  The  most  perplexing  and  the  most  burdensome  labors  of 
the  agency  occurred  at  this  period.  Matters  relative  to  discharges 
soon  became  seriously  complicated  and  retarded  by  subsequent 
orders,  and  gre&t  numbers  of  men  who  were  entitled  to  discharge, 
and  who  should  have  been  immediately  discharged  were  detained 
until,  finally,  they  had  to  be  transferred  to  the  State  before  they 
could  be  mustered  out  of  service  and  receive  their  pay,  putting 
many  of  our  men  to  very  serious  inconvenience. 

Upon  the  order  for  the  discharging  of  our  armies,  and  the  dis¬ 
patching  of  troops  to  their  respective  States  to  be  discharged  and 
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paid  off,  many  thousands  of  New  York  State  soldiers  passed 
through  this  city  obtaining  rest  and  bountiful  refreshment  at  the 
Citizens’  Volunteer  Refreshment  Saloons — those  grand  movements 
of  the  patriotic  generosity  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia. 

I  was  happy  to  learn,  in  my  interview  with  the  officers  and  men 
of  these  honor-crowned  returning  regiments,  that  they  were  going 
back  to  the  State  with  a  firm  and  intelligent  determination  to  pre- 
-  serve  at  the  ballot-box,  as  citizens  at  home,  the  grand  results — the 

.  °  v 

priceless  privilege  they  had  won  by  their  valor  on  so  many  well- 
fought  fields. 

During  the  last  two  months  of  my  service,  a  class  of  applicants 
for  relief  had  appealed  most  powerfully  to  my  sympathies;  men 
who  had  fallen  into  bad  habits  and  evil  company;  who  had  lost  all, 
or  been  robbed  of  all  they  had;  others  who  had  lost  all  trace  of 
their,  commands,  and  after  many  weary  wanderings  were  here  una¬ 
ble  to  get  nearer  home  or  reach  the  State,  except  I  could  provide 
them  with  transportation.  I  was  most  happy  to  have  it  in  my 
power  to  render  assistance  to  the  most  needy  and  deserving  cases. 

Accompanying-  this  report  you  will  find  a  statement  of  the 
amount  and  kind  of  relief  extended  to  New  York  State  soldiers 
during  my  term  of  service.  I  terminate  my  labbrs  as  New  York 
State  Military  Agent  with  great  joy  and  gladness  of  heart,  and  in 
the  most  sincere  and  fervent  gratitude  to  God,  that  war,  with  its 
wasting  diseases  and  its  deadly  wounds,  sweeping  its  thousands 
into  early  graves,  has  ceased;  and  that  with  the  blessed  advent  of 
peace,  and  the  encouraging  prospects  of  sincere  and  permanent 
reconciliation,  the  necessity  for  agencies  and  agents  has  passed 
away,  as  I  sincerely  hope,  forever. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  express  my  sense  of  the  honor 
conferred  upon  me  by  his  Excellency  Governor  Fenton  in  appoint¬ 
ing  me  to  such  a  position,  and  also  to  convey  to  you  my  grateful 
thanks  for  the  considerate  kindness  »I  have  experienced  at  your 
hands  during  all  our  acquaintance,  and  especially  during  our  official 
intercourse. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  De  BOIS. 


[Assem.  No.  140.] 
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Report  of  amount  and  kind  of  relief  supplied  by  James  De  Bois ,  New  York. 
State  Military  Agent  to  Soldiers  from  the  State  of  New  York ,  during 
his  term  of  service  from  January  6,  1865,  to  November  15,  1865. 


Items.  '  '  Number  of  men 

supplied. 

Transportation . .  45  $85  00 

48  pounds  tobacco _ ' . . . .  400  45  38 

200  postage  stamps . —  .. .  900  27  00 

400  city  railroad  tickets . ...  „ .  400  25  00 

30  pies  purchased  at  Annapolis  . _  120  9  00 

7  meals  purchased  at  Philadelphia. .  7  3  50 

500  small  sums  of  monev,  from  10c  to  50c  each  500  70  00 

Stationery  and  envelopes  from  stock  oil  hand..  600  8  00 

9  jackets . . 9 

6  coats . . . 6 

2  blankets. . .  2 

5  vests . . . 5 

15  pants . 15 

54  woolen  shirts . . 54 

18  cotton  shirts _ 18 

58  woolen  drawers . . 58 

20  cotton  drawers  _ , _  20 

67  pairs  socks . 67 

29  towels  . .  29 

17  handkerchiefs  . . 17 

6  caps . 6 

2  hats . _...y _ _ 2 

2  pairs  boots _ 2 

19  pairs  shoes . . 19 

8  pairs  suspenders . 8 


CITY  POINT. 

REPORT  OF  MRS.  R.  H.  SPENCER,  STATE  AGENT  AND 

VISITING  AGENT.  v.  ; 

Oswego,  September  8,  1865. 
Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  Supt.  JN.  Y.  Mil.  Agencies : 

Dear  Sir— Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  submit  to  you  my  report 
of  services  in  hospital  and  field  for  New  York  State  Soldiers  Relief, 
commencing  at  the  close  of  my  last  report  rendered  to  Col.  John 
F.  Seymour,  November  7,  1864,  and.published  in  his  report  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  York  State  Soldiers’  Relief  for 
that  year. 

My  funds,  as  you  are  aware,  were  furnished  me  through  the 
kindness  of  Surgeon  J.  Bernard  Brinton,  Medical  Purveyor  of  the 
army  of  the  Potomac  (with  whom  my  husband  was  situated  as 
hospital  steward),  and  quarters  located  at  nearly  an  equal  distance 
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from  each  corps  hospital,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
landing  by  which  the  wounded  were  conveyed  to  the  hospital 
transports-  also  adjoining  the  landing  of  the  medical  supplies  for 
the  army  of  the  Potomac  and  the  cavalry  corps  hospital,  placing 
my  quarters  (as  I  before  stated)  at  a  medium  distance  from  each. 

October  27th  and  28th. — Several  patients  were  brought  from  the 
field  hospital,  some  worn  down  with  marching,  a  few  wounded, 
but  more  of  them  sick  with  fever,  bowel  complaints  and  rheuma¬ 
tism.  As  I  had  received  no  supplies  for  some  time,  I  begged  of 
the  Sanitary  and  Christian  Commissions  all  that  I  coul(J ;  purchased 
of  commissary  and  others  what  I  thought  necessary  to  dispense 
among  the  patients.  My  time  was  fully  occupied  in  this  manner, 
and  in  visiting  the  front,  to  supply  food,  clothing  and  tobacco  to 
the  needy  there. 

October  29 th. — The  wounded  were  coming  all  night,  and  all 

O  O  7 

through  the  day  of  the  30th. 

October  31sf. — I  visited  the  18th  Corps  hospital,  found  a  num¬ 
ber  of  wounded,  and  distributed  to  them  wine  and  tobacco.  Some 
of  them  wishing  for  furloughs,  I  went  to  headquarters  Army  of 
the  James,  saw  Gen.  Butler  concerning  the  back  pay  of  soldiers  in 
hospital,  and  requested  that  Lieut.  Coplin  and  other  wounded 
might  be  favored  with  a  furlough  without  delay,  and  was  promised 
that  immediate  attention  would  be  given  them. 

November  \hth. — I  took  an  ambulance  of  supplies  to  the  needy 
and  sick  soldiers  of  the  147th,  95th  and  76th  Regiments  N.  Y.  S. 
V.,  5th  Army  Corps. 

November  19^. — I  took  supplies  to  the  93d  Regiment  N.  Y.  Y. 

November  21st. — I  took  an  ambulance  of  supplies  to  the  63d 
Regiment  N.  Y.  V.,  the  Irish  Brigade,  Dr.  Lawrence  Reynolds, 
surgeon  in  charge. 

November  23 cl. — I  made  a  Thanksgiving  dinner  for  those  sol- 
diers  with  us  who  did  not  receive  of  the  people’s  donation. 

December  7th. — I  visited  the  184th  Regiment  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  at 
Harrison’s  Landing,  found  a  number  sick  in  hospital,  and  furnished 
them  needful  supplies. 

January  6th,  1865. — I  received  a  box  of  woolen  shirts  and  draw- 

*  \ 

ers  (from  Mrs.  Catharine  Cook,  assistant  matron  of  the  Soldiers’ 
House,  50  and  52  Howard  street,  New  York  city),  to  be  distribu¬ 
ted  to  soldiers.  v 

January  9 th. — I  visited  Harrison’s  Landing,  and  found  over 
thirty  patients  in  hospital,  needing  supplies. 
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January  12>th. — I  went  to  the  front  with  supplies  for  Ames’’ 
Battery,  1st  N.  Y.  S.  Artillery. 

January  15 th. — I  received  a  box  of  clothing  for  the  soldiers 
from  Mrs.  Robert  Farnham,  treasurer  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

January  19 th. — Mr.  Spencer  and  myself  distributed  tobacco 
to  the  soldiers  at  Harrison’s  Landing.  On  our  return  to  City 
Point,  we  were  accompanied  by  the  chaplain  (the  Rev.  Jacob  Post 
of  this  place)  and  assistant  surgeon  Kinney  (of  Syracuse)*  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  supplies  for  the  patients  then  in  that  hospi¬ 
tal.  We  succeeded  in  furnishing  them  a  good  supply,  by  procur¬ 
ing  from  Sanitary  and  Christian  Commission  such  articles  as  I  did 
not  have  in  the  New  York  agency. 

February  3th. — The  battle  was  fought  at  Spring  Creek.  The 
wounded  were  coming  for  two  days  and  two  nights,  and  my  labors 
wrcre  constant  and  unremitting.  I  visited  all  that  were  brought  in 
from  that  battle-field.  I  bought  supplies  of  canned -meats,  canned 
fruits,  crackers  and  vegetables,  and  to  those  who  could  use  it,  fur¬ 
nished  tobacco.  From  February  7th  to  the  18th,  my  labors  dur¬ 
ing  the  day  were  given  to  the  care  of  the  wounded,  and  most  of 
the  nights  were  spent  writing  for  them. 

February  21th. — I  went  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the 
James,  to  intercede  with  Gen.  Orel  for  two  New  York  officers,  who 
were  then  under  arrest,  and  succeeded  in  my  efforts' in  their  behalf, 
through  the  kindness  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Grant,  who  had  the  cases 
thoroughly  investigated. 

March  15 th. — I  received  a  box  containing  socks,  needle  books, 
pin  cushions  and  food,  a  donation  for  the  soldiers  from  the  young 
ladies  of  Oswego.  I  could  not,  if  I  were  to  attempt  it,  describe 
the  happy  appearance  of  the  soldier  as  he  receives  such  donations 
of  comfort  and  usefulness.  To  them  they  were  truly  mementoes 
of  home  life. 

March  2 3th  and  21th. — The  wounded  arrived  in  large  numbers. 
My  husband,  myself  and  a  boy  staying  with  us  worked  constantly 
for  two  days  with  the  wounded.  During  forty-eight  hours,  one 
thousand  five  hundred  wounded  Union  men  were  brought  in.  The 
rebel  wounded  were  many,  also. 

April  2d  to  1th. — The  wounded  continued  to  come.  Our  depot 
field  hospital  was  full,  and  new  tents  for  the  wounded  were  put 
up.  The  weather  was  cold,  and  the  (ground)  floors  of  thef  new 
tents  were  wet  and  muddy;  and  to  make  all  things  worse,  there 
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was  not  food  sufficient  for  the  sufferers.  My  supplies  had  not 
arrived  from  Washington;  but  thanks  to  Governor  Fenton  and 
yourself,  I  was  permitted  to  buy.  I  did  so,  and  as  I  passed  from 
one  tent  to  another,  the  cheer  went  out,  “Hurrah  for  the  Union! 
God  bless  Governor  Fenton  and  the  New  York  agency !  Those 
soldiers  who  are  now  scattered  through  our  State,  that  were  par¬ 
ticipators  of  the  soft  crackers,  canned  mutton,  turkey,  fruit  and 
tobacco,  will  ever  remember  that  time  and  vouch  for  what  I  state. 
Three  full  loads  for  the  large  steamers,  transports,  were  sent  to 
Washington  next  morning. 

April  4 tli. — I  went  to  Petersburg  to  find  our  wounded;  found  a 
few  in  the  Confederate  hospital,  and  arrangements  were  made  to 
send  them  by  the  cars  to  City  Point  that  night. 

Apiil  6th. — Two  thousand  two  hundred  wounded  soldiers  were 
sent  to  Washington  by  transports  (making  seven  steamer  loads), 
leaving  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  (and  over),  at  that  date,  still 
in  hospital.  ********* 

Finding  the  supplies  (which  you  had  ordered  to  be  forwarded 
from  Washington  some  two  or  three  weeks  before)  had  not  yet 
reached  City  Point,  you  directed  me  to  buy  for  New  York  soldiers 
all  that  should  be  required  for  their  comfort.  How  well  I  obeyed 
those  instructions,  you  have  evidence  in  the  bills  and  vouchers 
sent  you  for  each  month  following.  *  *  *  *  * 

April  6th. — The  President  came  to  visit  the  hospital,  passed 
through  the  tents,  addressing  kind  words  to  the  patients,  and 
shook  hands  with  all  the  convalescent  men  who  were  drawn  up  in 
line  for  that  purpose,  dispensing  kind  and  cheering  words  to  all. 

April  11th. — Received  one  large  box  clothing,  ten  boxes  canned 
meats  and  fruits,  one  bbl.  pickles,  one  box  lemons — the  supplies 
you  had  ordered  to  be  sent  me  some  weeks  previous. 

April  loth. — I  received  one  bbl.  dried  fruit  donated  by  ladies 
of  the  town  of  Oswego  for  distribution.  It  seemed  a  god-send  to 
the  suffering  men  in  hospital,  as  the  Sanitary  and  Christian  Com¬ 
missions  were  destitute  of  fruit  of  every  description  at  that  time. 

April  14 th. — Gen.  Grant  and  his  staff  had  left  for  Washington, 
their  work  being  done  and  well  done.  All  was  joy  and  congratu¬ 
lation  here.  The  wounded  were  being  sent  off  very  fast,  while 
others  were  coming  in.  The  constant  labor  and  excitement,  together 
with  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  the  last  three  weeks,  had  worn  me 
nearly  out,  unassisted  as  I  had  been  with  the  needful  supply  of 
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help  in  my  almost  superhuman  exertions  for  the  needy,  suffering 
soldiers. 

April  19 th. — I  received  an  orclef  for  supplies  from  the  147th  N.  Y, 
S.  Vok.,  lying  in  or  near  Burkesville.  In  answer  to  the  order 
I  sent  two  large  bags  filed  with  the  necessary  stores, 

April  20th. — The  9th  corps  hospital  was  broken  up  and  its 
.stores  turned  in  to  the  purveying  department,  the  patients  having 
been  sent  north  by  transports,  the  troops  of  the  1st  division,  9th 
corps  having  left  for  Alexandria  on  the  22  d,  the  needy  of  whom 
I  furnished  with  supplies. 

April  30 th. — I  went  again  to  Richmond,  hearing  that  some  of 
our  troops  were  suffering.  I  met  Lieut,-Col,  Kreutzer,  98th  N.  Y, 
S.  Vols.,  acting  Provost-Marshal.  He  stated  to  me  the  need  of 
vegetables  and  other  comforts  for  the  98th  and  8 1st  N.  Y,  S.  Vols,, 
and  furnished  me  a  conveyance  to  visit  and  ascertain  the  facts  my- 
Aelf.  I  found  20  in  one  regiment  and  over  30  in  the  other  sick  in 
hospital  and  quarters,  caused  by  the  privations  above  mentioned. 
Owing  to  some  difficulty  in  transportation,  the  Government  sup¬ 
plies  had  failed  for  a  short  time,  and  the  men  had  been  living 
without  a  proper  share  of  vegetable  diet,  which  caused  sickness 
more  or  less  through  those  regiments  thus  deprived.  I  stasid  in 
Richmond  and  vicinity  three  days;  returned  to  City  Point  and 
found  that  from  some  cause,  the  want  of  transportation  or  other¬ 
wise,  my  supplies  were  short.  I  wrote  to  you  the  state  of  things 
but  could  not  wait  for  a  reply,  as  those  cases  must  be  attended  to 
immediately.  In  this  emergency  I  applied  to  the  medical  purveyor,. 
Surgeon  J.  B.  Brinton,  and  solicited  stores  from  that  department. 
He  granted  my  requests  readily,  and  through  his  never  failing 
kindness  I  was  again  enabled  to  furnish  the  needed  stores.  At  the 
same  time  I  bought  of  commissary  such  supplies  as  I  required  in 
the  hospital  in  our  vicinity. 

May  10th. — The  hospitals  were  all  broken  up  with  the  exception 
of  the  6th  corps  hospital,  which  received  the  men  from  all  the 
corps  at  the  front,  as  it  was  the  last  and  only  one  of  the  Depot 
field  hospitals  remaining  on  the  grounds.  I  continued  to  furnish 
milk  and  other  supplies  to  the  patients  until  they  were  all  removed 
north. 

May  30 th. — I  furnished  supplies  for  the  post  hospital  estab¬ 
lished  on  the  old  ground  for  the  sick  of  such  troops  as  remained 
yet  in  the  field  at  City  Point. 
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May  31  st. — We  left  City  Point  on  steamer  Planter,  medical  sup¬ 
ply  boat,  for  Washington.  .  ,  , 

June  3d. — Arrived  at  Washington,  reported  to  Col.  Goodrich, 
offered  my  services  while  I  should  remain.  I  visited  and  found 
many  of  our  wounded  in  Washington,  and  assisted  them.  I  reached 
Oswego  about  the  middle  of  June. 

July  24tth. — I  received  your  letter  from  Syracuse  asking  me  to 
apply  to  our  wealthy  citizens  and  aid  societies  for  assistance  to  our 
sick  soldiers  staying  in  temporary  hospitals  in  that  city.  I  imme¬ 
diately  visited  the  societies  in  our  city  and  county,  and  met  with  a 
ready  response,  and  a  promise  to  assist  in  the  work  from  all.  How 
well  they  performed  their  promise  you  already  know. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

MRS.  R.  H.  SPENCER. 

Mrs.  Spencer  requests  that  thanks  be  given  Mrs.  Robert  Farn- 
ham,  treasurer  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  of  Washington  city,  Mrs. 
Blanchard,  a  member  of  that  Society,  Mrs.  E.  Lyon,  Williams- 
burgh,  N.  Y.,  Thomas  Hoyt  &  Co.,  New  York  city,  Miss  G.  A. 
Willets,  of  Jersey  City,  Hon.  Cheney  Ames,  Mrs.  Geo.  Grant,  Mrs. 
James  Pierce,  Mrs.  C.  Bronson,  Mrs.  J.  V.  Rickett,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Lawton  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Atkins,  all  of  Oswego,  New  York,  for  sup¬ 
plies  and  encouragement  extended  to  her  in  behalf  of  the  good 
work  in  which  she  was  engaged.  Mrs.  Spencer  distributed  among 
the  hospitals  at  City  Point  from  the  12th  to  the.  14th  of  April, 
both  days  inclusive,  58  cans  of  meat,  137  cans  of  vegetables  and 
fruit,  162  lemons,  102  shirts,  99  pairs  of  drawers,  13  pairs  socks, 
20  cans  of  milk,  212  pickles,  95  doz.  eggs,  besides  jelly,  tea, 
crackers  and  other  comforts  and  luxuries.  This  brief  statement 
evidences  in  some  slight  degree  the  labors  performed  by  her, 

which  were  almost  Herculean  in  extent  and  exhaustive  in 
character. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  JAMES  A.  HALL,  MEDICAL  AGENT  AT 

CITY  POINT. 

City  Point,  March  17,  1865. 
Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  Supt.  JY.  Y.  Mil.  Agencies : 

Dear  Sir — I  reached  this  place  three  days  since  and  find  the 
men  in  hospital  very  comfortable,  the  Government  having  amplo 
supplies  for  their  present  necessities.  Yesterday  I  visited  the 
army  as  far  to  the  left  as  the  Sixth  corps.  Mr.  White  went  to  the 
extreme  left.  The  army  was  never,  in  'my  opinion,  in  as  fine  con¬ 
dition  or  as  well  supplied  as  at  the  present  time.  In  this  I  but 
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reiterate  the  universal  opinion  of  the  men  and  officers  of  the  com¬ 
mands  I  had  the  pleasure  to  visit.  The  army  is  preparing  to  move 
by  sending  the  sick  and  all  surplus  baggage  to  the  rear,  while 
the  three  corps  on  the  left  are  under  orders  to  be  ready  to  move 
at  a  moment’s  notice.  Still  I  am  of  the  opinion  no  movement  will 
be  made  for  some  days,  and  perhaps  not  for  weeks.  The  number 
of  men  at  the  hospitals  at  this  point  does  not  exceed  two  thousand, 
although  they  can  accommodate  eight,  and  in  case  of  an  emergency 
ten  thousand.  I  shall  to-morrow  or  next  day  be  able  to  report  to 
you  the  number  of  New  York  soldiers  here;  I  think  it  will  not 
exceed  live  or  six  hundred. 

I  would  advise  no  purchase  of  supplies  at  present,  except  such 
as  will  be  needed  for  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  and  this  will 
consist  mostly  of  under-clothing.  Dr.  Brinton  informs  us  Jie  has 
a  large  amount  on  hand,  and  that  the  supply  will  not  become 
exhausted  except  in  the  event  of  a  severe  engagement.  Still  I, 
would  advise  the  forwarding  of  at  least  150  or  200  suits  of  under¬ 
clothing.  Lemons  are  not  at  present  furnished  by  the  Purveyor, 
and  are  needed;  two  or  three  boxes  will  answer  for  the  present. 

All  the  surgeons  and  military  officers  with  whom  I  have  con¬ 
versed  are  very  friendly,  and  seem  disposed  to  render  us  all  the 
facilities  in  their  power  to  do  for  the  disabled  soldiers. 

I  think  I  shall  leave  this  place  in  two  or  three  days  for  Fort 
Monroe  and  Norfolk,  and  shall  probably  reach  Washington  the 
last  of  next  week.  Mr.  White  will  leave  for  Washington  to-mor¬ 
row  evening,  by  which  time  I  hope  to  be  able  to  forward  the 
number  of  New  York  men  in  hospital  here. 

I  am  very  truly  yours, 

JAMES  A.  HALL. 


NORFOLK. 

The  following  tabular  statement  of  the  number  and  disposition 
of  New  York  soldiers  in  hospital  at  Fort  Monroe,  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth,  Va.,  furnished  by  Dr.  Dimon,  State  Agent,  for  the 
month  of  March,  1865,  exhibits  about  the  average  monthly  return 
of  those  hospitals  during  the  first  four  months  of  the  year. 


Remaining  from  last  month . .  1,115 

Admitted  this  month . . .  486 


Total 


1,601 


\ 
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Returned  to  duty . - .  205 

Transferred  north . . .  63 

Furloughed . . .  47 

Discharged . —  . . - . - .  21 

Deserted  . . . 1 . .  6 

Died . . . -  15 

Remaining  at  the  end  of  the  month . ... . —  1,244 


Monthly  relief  report  of  New  York  soldiers  in  United  States  General  Hos¬ 
pitals  in  Eastern  Virginia,  for  the  months  of  January ,  February ,  March 
and  April ,  1865. 

January.  February.  March.  April. 


Discharges  for  disability  procured . 

Transfers  to  Northern  hospitals  procured. ..  . . 

Furloughs  procured . 

Pardons  from  sentence  of  court-martial  procured. . 

Release  from  arrest  procured . 

Aided  in  obtaining  bounty  due . 

do  descriptive  lists. ..  . . 

Aided  on  furlough . . 

Clothing,  &c.,  procured  for . 

Letters  written  giving  information  to  friends . 


2 

3 

7 

13 

5 

6 

25 

55 

20 

15 

13 
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1 
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3 

3 

4 

4 

7 

•  • 

2 
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7 
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32 

27 

15 

16 

11 

21 

36 

27 

75 

63 

65 

76 

83 

72 

THEODORE  DIMON, 
Military  Agent  State  of  New  York. 
Norfolk,  Va.,  May  1st ,  1865. 


LETTER  FROM  Dr.  DIMON. 

New  York  State  Agency,  ? 

Norfolk,  Va.,  May  10th ,  1865.  ) 

Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  Sup’t  N  Y.  Mil.  Agencies: 

Sir — Since  writing  to  you  on  the  6th  inst.,  the  Surgeon  Gen¬ 
eral’s  order  has  been  issued  and  received  here,  carrying  into  effect, 
so  far  as  his  department  is  concerned,  the  late  order  of  the  War 
Department,  reducing  the  army  and  its  expenses. 

Paragraph  five  of  the  Surgeon  General’s  order  directs  that  “  all 
civilian  employees  in  the  hospitals  be  discharged  whose  services 
can  be  dispensed  with,  or  can  be  supplied  by  enlisted  men  of  the 
Second  Battalion  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  and  convalescents.” 
There  has  been  no  order  issued  to  discharge  any  enlisted  men. 

A  recent  order  of  the  War  Department  directs  that  no  re¬ 
enlisted  veteran  be  discharged.  Under  these  circumstances  all 
convalescents  are  liable  to  be  retained  either  as  patients  or  for 
light  duty,  and  our  soldiers  to  be  disappointed  in  obtaining  either 
their  discharge,  or  transfer  to  general  hospitals  in  our  State. 

As  I  wrote  you,  our  soldiers  in  hospitals  here  are  anxious  to  be 
discharged,  where  their  descriptive  lists  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Surgeons  of  the  hospitals  so  that  they  can  be,  and  where  this  is 
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not  the  cjise,  they  are  anxious  to  be  transferred  to  general  hospi¬ 
tals  in  New  York,  so  that  they  can  be  near  their  friends  and 
homes  while  awaiting  to  obtain  the  necessary  papers  for  making 

out  their  final  statements  and  discharges.  Nearly  two-thirds  of 

*  _  : 

our  soldiers  in  hospitals  here  are  >vithout  their  descriptive  lists 
and  pay  accounts. 

#*##### 

Captain  Tuckerman  informs  me  that  Governor  Fenton  has  an 
arrangement  with  Surgeon  General  Barnes  by  which,  upon  the 
Governor’s  request,  our  soldiers  can  be  transferred  to  general  hos¬ 
pitals  in  New  York.  The  Governor  of  Vermont  not  long  since 
procured  a  similar  transfer  order  for  soldiers  of  that  State  from 
the  general  hospitals  here,  so  that  recent  precedent  can  be  urged. 

Let  me  assure  you,  my  dear  sir,  that  Governor  Fenton  cannot 
render  a  more  grateful  service  to  our  soldiers  than  to  obtain  this 
favor  for  them. 

Bespectfully  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

TIIEODOBE  DIMON, 

•  •  JY.  Y.  jS.  Military  Agent. 


ANNAPOLIS. 

LETTEBS  FBOM  JOHN  WILSON,  MILITABY  AGENT  AT 

ANNAPOLIS,  Mu.  < 

Mr.  Wilson  resigned  his  position  as  State  Agent  in  May,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  L.  D.  Coburn,  assisted  by  E.  C.  Beecher,  Bal- 
tus  De  Long  and  Amos  K.  Brown.  No  report  at  length  has 
been  received  from  Mr.  Coburn,  but  the  following  statistics  are 
derived  from  his  monthly  returns.  It  was  the  duty,  also,  of  this 
agency  to  collect,  as  far  as  possible,  the  names  of  New  York  sol¬ 
diers  who  died  in  Southern  prisons. 

About  4,000  names  were  thus  collected  at  no  slight  expense  of 
time  and  labor,  by  application  and  a  series  of  interrogations 
addressed  to  each  returned  soldier.  ' 

Number  of  soldiers  relieved  in  May  by  distribution  of  Sanitary 

stores . . . .  1,476 

Number  relieved  in  June__ . . .  1,645 

1‘  "  \  1 

Annapolis,  Md.,  March  23 d)  1865. 

Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  Sup’t  JY.  Y.  Mil.  Agencies: 

Sir — I  have  been  here  now  just  ten  days,  and  during  that  time 
I  have  labored  hard  and  improved  every  opportunity  to  ascertain 
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fully  and  definitely  how  and  when  and  where,  and  through  what 
channels,  and  by  what  methods  I  could  best  benefit  the  New  York 
soldier.  I  find  abundance  to  do  at  any  point,  I  assure  you,  and 
I  fear  our  State,  as  well  as  some  others,  have  overlooked  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  providing  for  these  returned  prisoners.  It  is  true,  the 
officials  are  doing  all  in  their  power.  No  fault  can  be  found  with 
them,  but  in  the  rush  and  excitement  of  the  emergency,  many  are 
apt  to  be  neglected,  and  in  such  instances  how  necessary  it  becomes 
for  some  one  to  be  present  and  assist  them.  I  regard  this  a  most 
important  place  for  the  establishment  of  an  agency,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  more  real  good  can  be  accomplished  here  during  this 
exchange  than  at  any  other  point.  There  are  some  15,000  en  route 
here,  and  are  now  overdue.  The  newspaper  account  of  the 
appearance  and  treatment  of  our  prisoners  is  not,  as  many  suppose, 
an  exaggeration;  and  if  any  person  can  witness  distress  upon  the 


discharging  of  the  transport  without  disobeying  many  command¬ 
ments,  I  venture  to  say  he  is  more  religious  than  loyal.  # 

My  duties  have  been  divided  between  the  barracks  and  hospitals. 
At  the  barracks  I  find  New  York  men  lying  around  just  as  they 
came  from  the  transport,  perfectly  childish,  no  ambition,  with 
minds  so  impaired  by  starvation  and  sickness  that  they  cannot 
understand  or  realize  their  situation.  By  calling  the  attention  of 
the  commanding  officer  to  their  case,  no  matter  what  the  case  may 
be,  he  gives  it  his  personal  attention.  At  the  hospital  I  visit  the 
sick,  advise  with  them,  inquire  into  their  wants  and  assist  them  all 
in  my  power.  They  are  commencing  to  know  my  mission,  and  the 
languid  smile  with  which  I  am  greeted  tells  plainly  the  cheer  my 
visit  introduces,  and  how  glad  they  are  to  have  some  one  from  their 
State  looking  after  their  interests  and  comfort.  There  are  no  com¬ 
plaints  from  any;  all  are  unanimous  in  their  praise  of  the  hos 
and  say  they  have  as  good  care  as  they  possiblv  could  expect  under 
the  circumstances. 

In  relation  to  your  inquiry  respecting  sick  soldiers  being  left  at 
the  Junction,  I  can  only  say  that  when  I  came  on  I  made  inquiries 
from  a  sergeant  at  the  hospital  there,  and  he  informed  me  that  such 
had  been  the  case,  particularly  Sundays,  but  it  was  unusual,  and 
he  only  remembered  two  instances  during  the  winter  in  which  the 
soldier  suffered  thereby.  I  am  going  up  there  to-morrow  if  pos¬ 
sible,  in  answer  to  an  application  for  transfer  which  Maj.  Itichard- 
son  has  referred  to  me,  and  I  shall  make  further  inquiries. 

.  I  have  been  out  to  Camp  Parole  twice,  and  inspected  the  hospi- 
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tal  and  quarters,  rations,  regulations,  &c.,  and  find  nothing  to  com¬ 
plain  of.  These  men  have  nearly  all  had  their  thirty  days  furlough, 
and  have  returned  recruited,  anxious  to  rejoin  their  regiments  and 
retaliate  in  a  .manner  for  their  sufferings.  They  have  a  regular 
organized  New  York  battalion,  and  if  any  are  in  difficulty  about 
back  pay  Lis  officer  will  examine  his  case,  make  out  the  proper 
application,  and  put  him  on  the  right  track  to  procure  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

JOHN  WILSON,  Mil  State  Agent. 

New  York  State  Mil.  Agency,  ) 
Annapolis,  Md.,, March  29,  1865.  ) 

Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  Supt.  JY.  Y.  Mil.  Agencies: 

Sir— -Your  communication  of  March  27th,  enclosing  draft  for 
$100,  just  at  hand.  It  came  in  right  good  time,  as  my  means  were 
entirely  exhausted  and  my  wants  were  numerous.  Mr.  Delong 
and  Sergeant  Beecher  came  to  my  aid  yesterday,  and  are  both  at 
work  thfe  morning.  Colonel  Goodrich  has  evinced  a  disposition 
to  assist  me  in  everything,  and  lps  kindness  encourages  me  to 
overcome  the  difficulties  "I  have  to  encounter  in  establishing  an 
agency  here,  which  he  says  has  proved  valuable  even  in  this  little 
time.  We  are  now  working  upon  a  system. 

The  Sanitary  Commission  have  met  my  wants  cheerfully  and 
with  a  liberal  hand,  ever  ready  to  give  me  any  information  or 
assistance  in  their  power.  The  prisoners  are  coming,  and  it  is 
confidently  expected  all  will  arrive  this  week. 

A  Mrs.  B.,  from  Cattaraugus,  county,  N.  Y.,  who  has  been  here 
some  six  months,  in  care  of  her  son,  wounded  at  Reams  Station,  and 
who  died  yesterday  afternoon,  applied  for  some  assistance  in  bring¬ 
ing  her  son  borne.  The  Massachusetts  agent  had  assisted  a  lady 
the  day  before  under  the  same  circumstances,  and  I  could  not  refuse 
her.  I  attended  to  the  shipment  of  the  body,  and  rendered  her 
every  assistance,  and  gave  her  ten  dollars.  I  felt  I  had  no  autho¬ 
rity  to  give  her  any  money,  and  knew  it  would  be  a  bad  precedent, 
but  it  was  a  very  deserving  case  and  I  hope  it  will  meet  your 
approbation. 

I  send  you  a  list  of  articles  which  I  need  most  at  present: 

#  #  #  #  #  #  # 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  WILSON,  Mil.  State  Agent. 
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NASHVILLE. 

REPORT  OF  MRS.  H.  C.  MAY,  NEW  YORK  STATE  MILI- 
'  TARY  AGENT. 

Nashville,  July  Ylth ,  1865. 

Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  Sujpt.  JV.  Y.  Mil.  Agencies  : 

Sir — Yours  of  the  10th  inst.  is  at  hand,  and  I  most  cheerfully 
accede  to  your  request,  that  I  make  out  and  forward  to  you  a  filial 
report  of  my  labors  as  agent  at  Nashville  since  your  appointment 
as  General  Agent,  January  1st,  1865. 

As  you  doubtless  are  aware,  I  was  appointed  New  York  State 
Agent  at  this  city  by  Governor  Seymour,  December  5,  1863,  and 
was  continued  as  such  by  him  until  his  term  of  office  expired, 
December  31,  1864.  I  was  reappointed  by  Governor  Fenton,  after 
he  had  fully  entered  upon  his  executive  duties,  and  have  been  most 
earnestly  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  until  July  1st, 
1865,  when  the  necessity  for  my  services  ceased,,  as  nearly  all  the 
New  York  soldiers  who  had  been  confined  in  the  several  hospitals 
in  this  city  from  wounds  and  sickness,  had  either  been  transferred 
to  their  own  State  or  mustered-out  of  service. 

Since  September,  1864, 1  have  been  acting  as  agent  for  all  points 
south  of  Nashville,  Murfreesboro,  Steveson,  Bridgeport,  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  and  for  a  time  still  further  south,  sending  supplies  to  New 
York  troops  connected  with  the  20th  Army  Corps,  stationed  at 
Big  Shanty  and  other  points.  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  feeding 
at  my  own  table,  a  number  of  our  poor,  starved ,  emaciated  soldiers 
just  in  from  the  prisons  at  Andersonville.  They  had  made  their 
escape  some  four  weeks  previously,  had  been  wandering  about  in 
dens  and  caves,  hunted  and  hated,  barely  escaping  capture  once  or 
twice,  which  they  knew  would  be  certain  death.  As  the}r  seated 
themselves  at  the  table,  one  of  them  said:  “  coffee!  see ,  hoys  !  that 
is  the  first  coffee  I  have  seen  since  I  was  captured,  nine  months 
ago.”  Would  that  I  could  recall  word  for  word  of  all  the  terrible 
tales  they  told  of  their  sufferings,  but  I  was  too  intent  upon  secur¬ 
ing  their  proper  papers,  that  they  might  proceed  on  their  way 
home,  as  they  said  they  had  not  heard  from  there  since  their 
capture. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  May  and  the  first  of 
June,  I  also  had  the  privilege  of  supplying  the  wants  and  minis¬ 
tering  to  the  necessities  of  a  number  just  brought  in  from  Atlanta. 
Many  of  these  had  been  confined  in  those  Southern  dens  over 
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eighteen  months.  One  young  lad  about  sixteen  years  old  claimed 
my  especial  attention.  He  lived  in  Rochester,  New  York,  and 
belonged  to  the  Second  New  York  Cavalry.  He  had  been  syste¬ 
matically  starved, — that  is,  they  gave  sometimes  enough  to  eat, 
then  when  they  saw  he  was  getting  better,  and  if  allowed  good 
food  would  live  in  spite  of  their  attempts,  they  would  again  issue 
to  him  just  enough  to  keep  soul  and  body  together.  His  skin  was 
drawn  so  tightly  across  his  teeth,  that  he  *could  scarcely  talk  so  as 
to  be  understood,  and  he  looked  like  a  living  skeleton.  He  had 
not  heard  anything  from  home  since  his  capture,  and  supposed  his 
friends  thought  he  was  numbered  with  the  fallen,  whose  memory 
will  ever  be  sacred  in  the  hearts  and  homes  of  thousands  of  our 
truly  loyal. 

Let  me  just  here  say  a  few  words  in  behalf  of  the  agents  of  the 
United  States  Sanitary  Commission,  who  have  been  constant  “  in 
season  and  out  of  season  ”  in  their  efforts  to  supply  the  needs, 
both  directly  and  indirectly  of  the  soldiers  in  this  department.  I 
have  been  allowed  to  draw  very  liberally  from  their  store  rooms 
at  all  times,  and  have  kept  constantly  on  hand  such  articles  as  the 
following  :  shirts,  sheets,  drawers,  pillow  cases,  handkerchiefs, 
housewives,  slings,  paper  and  envelopes,  canned  fruits,  jellies, 
pickles,  wines,  &c.,  &c.,  and  I  know  that  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  of  our  State  feel  grateful  that  their  friends  at  home  so 
wisely  chose  that  channel  to  minister  to  their  wants  in  hospitals, 
for  surely  the  Sanitary  Commission  has  been  constantly  “  going 
about  doing  good  ”  and  only  good  continually. 

Immediately  after  the  fall  of  Richmond  and  the  dispersion  of 
the  army  of  General  Lee,  several  large  hospitals  of  this  city  were 
discontinued  as  not  further  needed.  These  were  Nos.  one,  three, 
eight,  fourteen,  fifteen,  nineteen  and  the  general  field  hospital, 
leaving  but  two  hospitals — the  Cumberland,  3,000  beds  ;  and  No. 
2,  800  beds.  The  Post  Hospital,  “Wilson,”  (colored)  and  Erup¬ 
tive  hospital,  will  doubtless  be  continued  as  long  as  this  is  a  mili¬ 
tary  post.  Before  the  discontinuance  of  these  large  hospitals,  I 
made  very  frequent  visits  to  the  bedsides  of  the  suffering  men 
congregated  there,  relieving  their  every  want,  by  the  means  so 
liberally  appropriated  by  their  own  State  ;  and  in  hundreds  of 
cases,  the  sufferers  have  had  occasion  to  bless  the  means  so  pro¬ 
vided,  and  I  doubt  not  that  many  a  silent  prayer  has  been  offered 
and  many  a  tear  of  gratitude  shed  when  they  remembered  all 
these  blessings ;  and  I  can  assure  those  heroic  men  that  it  has 
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gratified  their  agent  as  much  to  do  kind  acts  for  them,  as  it  has 
ever  gratified  them  to  receive  my  small  acts  of  kindness. 

With  many  thanks  to  you,  for  your  constant  kindness  to  me  in 
promptly  responding  to  my  official  communications  and  in  fur¬ 
nishing  me  with  funds  as  I  have  required  them,  and  in  personally 
visiting  the  field  of  labor,  that  you  might  see  for  yourself  the 
nature  and  extent  of  my  work — and  congratulating  you  on  the 
successful  termination  of  the  war  and  the  return  of  peace,  and  the 
preservation  in  its  integrity  of  our  glorious  Union,  which  event 
with  God’s  blessing,  we  have  never  for  a  moment  despaired  of. 

I  am,  very  respectfully  and  gratefully  yours, 

Mrs.  H.  C.  MAY,  New  York  State  Agent, 


LOUISVILLE. 

REPORT  OF  COL.  W.  De  B.  MORRILL,  NEW  YORK 
MILITARY  AGEtfT  AT  LOtTISVILLE,  Ky. 

Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  SupH  New  York  Military  Agencies  : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  the  (5th  day  of  May, 
1865,  I  was  authorized  by  you  to  act  as  your  agent  for  the  State 
of  New  York,  in  rendering  assistance  to  the  soldiers  of  your  State. 
For  two  and  a  half  months  past,  I  have  been  doing  all  that  it  was 
in  my  power  to  do  for  New  York  men.  But  as  I  had  no  funds  to 
expend  for  them,  my  labor  wras  necessarily  confined  to  giving 
advice,  with  the  exception  of  giving  clothing,  which  I  drew  from 
the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission  for  them,  and  Avhat  money 
I  gave  out  of  my  own  pocket,  in  small  sums  of  twenty-five  and 
fifty  cents  at  a  time  ;  but  which  in  the  aggregate  (as  I  found  by 
my  private  cash  account)  amounted  to  over  forty  dollars.  On  the 
6th  of  May,  I  received  one  hundred  dollars  from  you,  for  reliev¬ 
ing  the  wants  of  your  soldiers.  That  sum  I  have  expended  and 
something  over,  in  accordance  with  the  exercise  of  my  best  judg¬ 
ment,  in  the  relief  of  the  necessities  of  your  soldiers. 

I  had  intended  to  have  taken  the  names  of  those  whom  I  have 
assisted,  and  the  kind  of  help  rendered,  but  the  press  of  business 
has  been  so  great  upon  me,  that  it  has  been  impossible  for  me  to 
keep  a  record,  and  I  have  only  a  few  names,  which  I  enclose. 

I  enclose  statement  of  funds  disbursed,  with  vouchers  for  the 
same.  I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

'  W.  De  B.  MORRILL, 

Col.  and  Acting  N  Y.  S.  Military  Agent, 
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Louisville,  Ky.,  July  25,  1865. 
Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  8upt.  JV.  Y.  Mil.  Agencies : 

Dear  Sir — Since  I  last  wrote  to  you  the  work  of  my  agency  for 
your  State  has  assumed  an  importance  entirely  unexpected.  There 
have  come  to  this  post  from  12  to  1400  N.  Y.  Cavalry.  Among 
this  number  there  are  many  sick  who  have  been  taken  to  the  hos¬ 
pitals.  None  of  this  number  have  had  any  pay  for  eight  months, 
and  many  for  a  much  longer  period. 

They  have  found  that  I  keep  tobacco,  and  as  Col.  Wolfert  says, 
“they  go  for  me,”  and  to  such  an  extent  that  you  will  have  to  re¬ 
plenish  my  exchequer,  or  I  shall  be  obliged  to  stop.  I  had  sup¬ 
posed  the  last  bill  of  tobacco  I  had  purchased,  (which  you  have 
the  bill  of)  would  have  been  enough  to  supply  all  the  New  York 
soldiers  left  here,  and  it  would  have  answered,  had  it  not  been  for 
this  reinforcement. 

These  men  have  drawn  no  clothing  for  a  long  time,  and  many 
are  in  a  very  destitute  condition.  I  have  helped  those  who  have 
applied,  who  were  in  the  greatest  need  of  assistance  ;  I  have  fur¬ 
nished  shirts,  socks  and  drawers,  and  where  a  man  has  been  nearly 
barefoot,  I  have  got  him  shoes. 

If  you  have  any  instructions  to  give  me,  or  suggestions  to  make 
in  regard  to  these  men,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  know  and  adopt 
them.  It  seems  that  this  New  York  Cavalry  can  not  get  their  pay 
here.  They  are  called  the  Second  Provisional  N.  Y.  Cavalry,  and 
it  seems  that  the  Pay  Department  have  no  knowledge  of  such  an 
organization,  and  can  not  pay  them. 

I  am  very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  D.  B.  MORRILL, 

Col.  and  N.  Y.  Mil.  Agent. 


ST.  LOUIS. 

REPORTS  OF  SELAH  SQUIRES  AND  WESTON  FLINT, 
NEW  YORK  STATE  MILITARY  AGENTS  AT  ST.  LOUIS. 

St.  Louis,  April  7,  1865. 

Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  8 apt.  'JST.  Y.  Mil.  Agencies  : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  in  exhibit  “  A,”  an 
account  of  expenses  incurred  from  the  date  of  my  appointment  up 
to  the  first  of  the  present  month.  I  have  deemed  it  best  to  make 
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my  principal  monthly  reports  to  date  from  the  first  of  each  month, 
as  at  that  date  a  complete  muster  of  all  soldiers  in  hospital  is  made 
by  the  surgeon  in  charge,  stating  regiments  to  which  they  belong. 

There  are  now  in  the  hospitals  in  and  around  St.  Louis,  about 
75  soldiers  belonging  to  New'  York  regiments.  Many  of  them 
have  been  here  and  in  other  hospitals  for  more  than  a  year.  I 
have  personally  visited  nearly  all  of  these  men,  and  find  their  con¬ 
dition  as  good  as  can  be  expected,  every  hospital  being  conducted 
in  the  most  orderly  manner,  cleanly  and  well  supplied  writh  com¬ 
petent  surgeons  and  careful  nurses.  The  gratification  of  every 
New  York  soldier  that  his  interests  were  being  attended  to  by  his 
own  State  was  expressed  to  me.  The  wants  of  these  men  are 
varied,  and  for  the  want  of  any  specific  instructions  in  regard  to 
the  expenditure  of  money  in  their  behalf,  I  have  not  done  as  much 
in  the  wray  of  supplying  their  needs  as  my  judgment  would  war¬ 
rant.  Many  of  these  men  are  without  their  descriptive  rolls,  and 
of  course  without  money.  I  have  therefore  supplied  them  with 
stationery,  stamps  and  tobacco  ;  I  have  declined  giving  money,  in 
all  cases.  There  are  a  few  cases  where  our  men  need  crutches  ; 
the  general  government  has  not  furnished  them  lately,  and  the 
Christian  and  Sanitary  Commissions,  which  have  till  recently  sup¬ 
plied  them,  do  not  do  it  at  present.  I  think  it  important  that  this 
article  should  be  supplied  to  those  who  in  the  vicissitudes  of  bat¬ 
tle  have  been  unable  to  procure  their  rolls  and  their  pay. 

Much  of  my  time  has  been  employed  in  sending  to  the  com¬ 
manding  officers  of  companies  for  the  descriptive  rolls  of  those  w7ho 
are  without  them,  in  writing  letters  to  their  friends,  and  in  alle¬ 
viating  as  far  as  possible  their  sufferings.  ' 

In  making  application  for  descriptive  rolls  I  have  had  much 
difficulty  in  ascertaining  where  the  several  regiments  are;  the 
recent  movements  of  the  armies  rendering  it  almost  impossible  to 
learn  their  location.  Many  of  them  are  with  Gen.  Sherman,  and  I 
have  deemed  it  useless  to  address  the  Adjutant  General  upon  the 
subject,  as  he  must  of  necessity  be  able  to  give  no  definite  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  it.  I  have,  therefore,  addressed  my  communications 
to  the  officers,  according  to  the  last  official  order  upon  that  subject. 
Of  course  much  delay  will  be  consequent  in  receiving  the  returns. 

The  several  hospitals  are  situated  from  five  to  ten  miles  out  of 
the  city,  and  are  all  on  the  line  of  either  steam  or  horse  railways. 
This  of  course  does  not  include  the  “  Soldiers’  Home,”  wffiich 

[Assem.  No.  140.]  5 
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serves  as  a  retreat  for  soldiers  discharged  and  temporarily  detained 
in  the  city.  *  *  *  *  #  *  * 

V 

I  am  just  in  receipt  of  intelligence  of  the  arrival  at  Jefferson 
barracks  of  some  450  paroled  prisoners  from  Vicksburg,  among 
whom  are  about  forty  New  York  soldiers  recently  from  the  rebel 
prison  at  Andersonville,  Ga. 

I  leave  for  that  place  immediately  and  will  report  at  once  in 
regard  to  them.  Very  respectfully  yours, 

SELAH  SQUIRES, 

JY.  Y.  Mil.  Agent ,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  April  10,  1865. 
Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  SupH  JY.  Y.  S.  Mil.  Agencies: 

Sir — On  the  seventh  day  of  April  the  United  States  steam  trans¬ 
port  UR.  C.  Wood  ”  arrived  at  Jefferson  Barracks  General  Hospital 
from  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  having  on  board  four  hundred  and  twenty 
sick  soldiers  paroled  from  the  prisons  at  Andersonville  and 
Cahawba.  Among  these  were  thirty-two  soldiers  belonging  to 
New  York  regiments,  a  list  of  whom  I  herewith  send  you.  These 
men  have  all  been  confined  in  rebel  prisons  from  six  to  eighteen 
months,  and  are  generally  very  sick  with  scurvy  and  chronic 
diarrhoea,  and  all  without  money  or  their  descriptive  rolls. 

I  have  already  taken  means  to  procure  their  rolls,  and  in  the 
meantime  have  applied  and  received  from  the  Christian  Commis¬ 
sion  such  necessary  articles  for  them  as  were  required.  There  are 
now  at  Vicksburg  twenty -five  hundred  more  sick  paroled  prison¬ 
ers  who  are  to  be  sent  here  immediately.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
learn  how  many  New  York  soldiers  are  included  in  this  number. 

The  list  of  soldiers  in  hospital  here  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
Adjutant  General.  Very  respectfully,  your  ob7t  serv’t, 

SELAH  SQUIRES. 

i  .  ’  : .  '  ’■  aVVj&Atl.' 

4  ,  '  I 

St.  Louis,  May  1st,  1865. 
Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  Supt.  JY.  Y.  Mil.  Agencies : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  since  the  date  of  my  last 
report,  the  soldiers  named  in  the  annexed  schedules  “A”  and 
“B”  have  been  admitted  to  the  United  States  general  hospital  at 
Jefferson  barracks. 

These  men  were  all  paroled  prisoners  from  Andersonville  and 
Cahawba,  rebel  prisons,  and  very  generally  in  a  low  condition  of 
health,  suffering  principally  from  scurvy  and  chronic  diarrhoea, 
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and  will  need  the  most  attentive  care.  There  were  a  great  many 
more  paroled  prisoners  at  Vicksburg,  but  how  many  will  go  into 
hospital  here  it  is  now  impossible  to  determine.  Those  who  are 
able  will  go  home,  after  receiving  commutation  of  rations  here, 
together  with  two  months’  pay.  Recent  military  events  render  it 
highly  improbable  that  there  will  be  any  great  increase  of  soldiers 
coining  within  the  attention  of  the  agent  at  this  point,  unless 
active  hostilities  are  prolonged  west  of  the  Mississippi,  which 
many  anticipate.  There  will,  however,  in  all  probability,  be  a  con¬ 
siderable  number  from  the  hospitals  established,  during  the  war, 
in  the  valley,  who  are  all,  I  understand,  to  be  sent  here  (a  regu¬ 
larly  established  military  post),  and  the  temporary  hospitals  are 
to  be  abandoned. 

I  append  hereto  a  list  of  soldiers  remaining  in  hospitals  here  on 
the  31st  of  April,  marked  schedule  “  C.”  I  transmit  herewith  an 
account  of  the  expenses  of  this  agency  for  the  month  ending 
April  31st.  '  s' 

There  has  been  collected,  and  now  remaining  in  the  office  of  the 
Western  Sanitary  Commission,  in  this  city,  a  considerable  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  effects  of  soldiers  who  have  died  in  hospitals  or  on  the 
battle-field,  and  as  far  as  possible  (as  I  am  informed),  they  have 
been  separated,  and  the  names  of  the  owners  have  been  marked 
upon  them.  So  far  as  I  know  or  can  learn,  they  are  of  no  possible 
value,  except  to  the  friends  of  the  deceased.  In  the  breaking  up 
of  the  war  they  will  very  likely,  if  they  remain  where  they  now 
are,  be  lost.  As  mementoes  and  relics  of  the  soldiers,  they  will 
be  of  priceless  value  to  their  friends.  I  suggest,  therefore,  that 
you  address  the  President  of  the  Commission,  requesting  that  such 
effects  as  belong  to  New  York  soldiers  be  turned  over  to  be  for- 
warded  to  the  Adjutant  General  or  the  Superintendent  of  Military 
Agencies,  to  be  by  him,  as  far  as  may  be,  delivered  to  those  enti¬ 
tled  to  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SELAH  SQUIRES, 

Military  Agent ,  St.  Louis . 

0 

Note. — This  suggestion  was  subsequent^  carried  into  effect, 
and  a  considerable  amount  of  property  was  thus  restored  to  the 
friends  of  deceased  soldiers.  D.  G.  M. 
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,  '  *  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  July  1 5th,  1865, 

Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  Supt.  JV.  Y.  Mil.  Agencies: 

Dear  Sir — On  the  departure  of  Col.  Squires,  your  agent  in  this 
city,  June  15th,  at  his  request,  I  took  the  records  of  his  office,  and 
have  since  that  time  acted  as  agent  for  New  York,  and,  as  such 
acting  agent,  transmit  the  following  report  to  June  30,  1865. 


Number  of  New  York  soldiers  in  hospital . . .  80 

do  do  admitted . . 31 

do  do  discharged .  1 

do  do  arr  rested . . 42 


The  above  is  not  a  report  in  full,  for  the  reason  that  it  has  been 
almost  impossible  to  get  complete  lists  from  the  hospital  while 
they  are  arranging  for  muster  out. 

Those  admitted  the  latter  part  of  last  month  were  mostly  from 
hospitals  at  New  Orleans  and  Vicksburg,  whence  they  were 
transferred  here,  and  the  remainder  from  the  Twenty-first  N.  Y. 
Cavalr3r.  This  regiment  is  now  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas;  and 
quite  a  number  of  the  regiment  were  injured  by  a  collisioq  on  the 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  railroad,  coming  to  this  city,  some  severely. 

*=######**# 

There  has  been  much  labor  in  procuring  correct  papers  for  mus¬ 
ter  out  and  discharge  of  men  remaining  in  our  hospital,  on  account 
of  neglect  of  officers  in  sending  proper  descriptive  rolls  with  the 
men.  Many  of  these  men  have  been  prisoners  of  war,  conse¬ 
quently  had  no  papers.  Several  of  these  cases  have  been  referred 
to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State,  to  be  forwarded  to  regiments. 

I  have  just  received  a  telegram  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
stating  that  the  extra  three  months’  pay  ordered  to  be  paid  to 
paroled  prisoners  is  extended  to  all  men  who  have  been  prisoners 
as  per  order  of  May  30,  1865.  Some  New  York  men  were  refused 
this  extra  pay  on  their  muster  out,  and  I  therefore  appealed  to  tho 
War  Department,  and  secured  their  full  pay. 

I  have  also  been  able  to  secure  payment  to  members  of  New 
York  cavalry  injured  on  the  railroad.  The  men  have*  received 
from  $1,000  down,  according  to  their  injuries.  I  think  all  but 
two  have  been  paid. 

I  have  sent  to  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  for  lists  of  New 
York  regiments  mustered  out,  so  that  I  might  secure,  as  speedily 
as  possible,  the  discharge  of  men  transferred  to  yeteran  reserve 
corps. 

By  a  recent  order  from  the  Assistant-Surgeon-General,  men  are 
mustered  out,  or  rather  sent  to  the  State  for  muster-out  on  tho 
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certificate  of  the  State  agent  that  the  regiment  is  already  out,  as 
shown  by  lists  from  the  Adjutant-GeneraFs  office  of  the  State.  For 
this  reason  alone  it  would  be  well  for  the  agent  here  to  have  a 
regular  appointment,  so  that  official  certificates  could  be  granted 
in  these  cases. 

I  have  only  sketched  a  few  points  in  the  above.  I  think  there 
are  more  New  York  men  here  than  at  any  time  while  your  agent 
remained,  and  the  labor  of  the  agency  in  reference  to  office  work 
has  also  largely  increased.  *  *  *  * 

Should  it  seem  best  to  you  to  have  assistance  rendered  to  New 
York  men  here,  I  shall  do  all  I  can  for  them;  but  if  I  continue  to 
act  as  agent  for  the  State,  I  should  be  pleased  to  receive  some 
authority  and  instructions. 

I  have  expended  but  a  small  amount  of  money,  for  the  reason 
that  I  can  procure  nearly  all  that  is  needed  by  application  to  the 
Sanitary  Commissions,  yet  in  some  instances  I  have  been  obliged 
to  render  special  aid. 

Trusting  that  I  may  soon  be  advised  of  your  wishes  in  regard  to 
this  agency, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WESTON  FLINT, 

Ohio  Slate  MIL  Agent ,  and  acting  Agent  for  New  York . 


NEW  ORLEANS. 

REPORT  OF  GEORGE  C.  ELLISON,  NEW  YORK  STATE 
MIL.  AGENT  AT  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

New  Orleans,  April  24,  1865. 
Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  Supt.  N.  Y.  S.  Mil.  Agencies  : 

Sir — I  have  been  very  much  depressed  by  the  excessive  heat  of 
this  climate  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  days,  the  thermometer  aver¬ 
aging  about  90  degrees,  hence  you  will  make  some  allowance  for 
delays  in  my  monthly  report  and  limited  correspondence. 

In  my  former  letter  you  will  remember,  mention  was  made  of 
one  John  Hurdis,  who  claimed  to  have  been  the  agent  at  this 
city.  He  turned  over  some  blanks,  papers,  inkstand  and  a  fine 
desk,  &e.,  &c.  He  no  doubt  has  acted  faithfully  as  far  as  the  per¬ 
forming  of  the  duties  was  concerned. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  reports  from  five  of  the  hospitals  in  this 
city  and  vicinity,  four  of  them  being  from  three  to  twenty  milea 
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from  here.  Though  there  are  but  a  few  New  York  State  men  In 
this  vicinity,  I  have  made  a  personal  visit  to  each,  and  shall  do  all 
in  my  power  to  make  them  as  comfortable  as,  circumstances  will 
permit.  I  purpose  in  the  next  few  days  to  make  it  my  duty  to 
find  out  the  camps  hereabouts  and  visit  the  men. 

I  should  like  to  have  you  consult  the  Governor  if  you  think  best, 
and  learn  whether  or  not  the  hospitals  at  Mobile,  Baton  Rouge, 
where  I  learn  are  many  sick  and  wounded,  ought  to  be  visited,  and 
thus  form  an  acquaintance  with  the  men,  officers  and  their  location. 

On  the  19th  we  had  the  most  melancholy  news  of  the  assassina¬ 
tion  of  our  much  beloved  President.  It  has  cast  a  gloom  over  the 
entire  populace,  and  I  can  assure  you  there  is  no  class  of  people  who 
feel  it  so  badly  as  the  colored  people.  Scarcely  one  can  be  found 
but  that  has  a  piece  of  crape  or  black  string  indicative  of  his  feel¬ 
ings.  Very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  C.  ELLISON. 

New  Orleans,  June  3,  1865. 
Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  Supt.  JST.  Y  S.  Mil .  Agencies: 

Sir — I  last  evening  returned  from  Mobile  after  spending  about 
four  days  there,  in  visiting  the  scenes  of  the  terrible  explosion, 
and  more  particularly  the  hospitals  in  and  about  the  city.  There 
have  been  many  soldiers  killed,  wounded  and  buried  beneath  the 
ruins.  Whole  blocks  have  tumbled  together,  literally  burying 
whole  families. 

Among  the  soldiers  wounded  there  has  been  found  about  twenty- 
two,  and  their  names  are  annexed  to  the  dates  of  the  25th  and  26th 
of  May.  There  are  also  a  number  of  N.  Y.  S.  colored  infantry, 
but  I  have  been  unable  to  get  their  names  from  the  fact  of  not 
knowing  the  number  of  the  regiments,  as  they  are  all  classed  as 
U.  S.  troops  in  the  hospital  registers,  and  not  as  State  regiments. 

•Since  my  arrival  here  to-day  I  have  been  fixing  up  a  box  of 
canned  preserves,  with  tobacco,  note  paper,  envelopes  and  postage 
stamps — something  they  are  very  much  in  need  of,  they  not  hav¬ 
ing  been  paid  in  a  long  time,  and  having  lost  all  they  had. 

*1  hope  the  course  I  am  pursuing  will  meet  your  approval. 

Very  truly,  &c., 

‘  v  GEORGE  C.  ELLISON. 

N.  Y.  /S.  Agent. 

Note. — The  number  of  New  York  State  soldiers  in  hospital  at 
New  Orleans  during  the  first  five  months  of  the  year  was  about 
4Q0;  after  this  the  number  rapidly  diminished. 
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POINT  LOOKOUT. 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Hubbard  was  sent,  in  March  last,  to  visit  the  hos¬ 
pitals  and  prisons  at  Point  Lookout.  The  report  of  her  visit  and 
the  detail  she  snves  of  interviews  with  Gen.  Barnes,  the  Command- 
aut  5  Major  Brady,  Provost  Marshal,  and  Dr.  Thompson,  the  sur¬ 
geon  in'  charge,  as  well  as  with  rebel  prisoners  themselves,  are 
very  interesting,  but  the  limits  assigned  for  this  report  will  not 
admit  of  their  publication  entire.  Mrs.  II.  pays  a  high  and  doubt¬ 
less  deserving  compliment  to  these  officers  for  the  kind  and  humane 
manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  several  responsible  duties. 
She  sa}\s  of  them,  that  the  prisoners  must  always  remember  them 
with  far  different  feelings  from  those  with  which  our  fathers,  sons 
and  brothers,  who  were  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  incarcerated  in 

v 

southern  prisons,  remember  the  men  who  were  placed  over  them. 
Statistics  of  the  prison  showed  that  the  per  centum  of  deaths  de¬ 
creased  after  the  prisoners  had  been  at  Point  Lookout  for  a  few 
weeks,  proving  that  their  condition  improved  under  prison  regime. 
The  number  of  prisoners  was  about  15,000.  A  school  for  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  such  as  desired  its  advantages  had  been  in  operation 
about  two  years,  and  hundreds  had  learned  to  read  and  write 
there.  There  were  three  regimental  and  one  post  hospital  at  the 
Point.  In  the  last  named  hospital  Mrs.  Hubbard  found  her  great¬ 
est  labors.  The  hospital  was  full,  having  received  the  Federal 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Hatch’s  Pun.  The  men  wrere  greatly  in 
want  of  comforts  and  delicacies  of  all  kinds.  No  citizens  wrere 
allowed  to  visit  the  Point,  and  Mrs.  H.  was  the  first  State  agent  to 
arrive  there.  After  inquiring  into  the  wants  of  the  sick,  Mrs.  H. 
visited  Washington  for  supplies,  and  returned  the  next  day  with 
tw’o  wragon  loads  of  delicacies  and  necessaries  which  she  distribu¬ 
ted  to  the  men.  Over  one  hundred  flannel  shirts  and  drawers 
wTere  among  the  articles  distributed.  Mrs.  H.  says  of  this  interest¬ 
ing  portion  of  her  mission  :  It  was  a  great  pleasure,  with  arms  full 
to  go  through  the  different  wards,  giving  this  man  an  orange,  that 
one  a  lemon,  preparing  some  little  delicacies  for  another,  or  bestow7- 
ing  some  article  of  clothing,  a. towel,  handkerchief,  comb,  or  what¬ 
ever  might  be  wanted  to  another,  and  doing  all  in  my  power  to 
relieve  and  cheer  up  the  suffering  patients.  I  have  been  thankful 
many  times  that  generous  hearts  at  home  w7ere  ever  ready  to  fill 
our  hands,  thus  enabling  us  to  do  these  brave  men  good.  I  wras 
able  to  assist  some  in  getting  furloughs.  A  soldier  from  Utica 
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would  probably  have, lost  all  his  property,  (left  to  him  in  Switzer* 
land),  had  not  a  furlough  been  procured, 

Mrs.  Hubbard  was  at  Point  Lookout  when  the  news  of  Leefs 
surrender  arrived.  Of  course  the  Federal  sick  were  elated  with 
the  news,  but  she  mentions  the  curious  fact  that  while  the 
rebel  officers  received  the  fact  with  ill  grace,  the  privates  cheered 
over  the  downfall  of  their  own  arms. 

Mrs.  Hubbard  remained  at  Point  Lookout  nearly  one  month, 
dispensing  many  comforts  to  the  sick,  cheering  the  sorrowful 
and  doing  an  amount  of  good  which  it  is  impossible  in  this  brief 
limit  to  enumerate.  She  subsequently  returned  to  Washington 
and  acted  as  a  visitor  to  the  numerous  hospitals  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 


IN  THE  FIELD.  '■  < 

REPORT  OF  HON.  C.  M.  CRANDALL,  NEW  YORK  STATE 

MILITARY  AGENT. 

Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  Sujp’t  W.  Y.  Mil .  Agencies  : 

Dear  Sir — 'Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  our  State  Legist 
lature  I  hastened  to  my  appointed  field  of  labor  at  City  Point. 
The  victories  which  determined  the  fate  of  the  rebellion  had  been 
just  achieved,  and  the  hospitals  were  being  rapidly  depleted  by  the 
discharge  and  transfer  of  soldiers. 

My  ministrations  consisted  in  the  main  in  visiting  the  soldiers 
from  our  State  in  hospital,  personally  assuring  them  that  every 
means  possible  was  being  used  for  their  reunion  with  their  families 
and  friends,  a  desire  for  which  was  then  uppermost  in  the  mind 
of  every  soldier.  I  remained  until  the  hospitals  were  all  broken 
up  and  the  last  sick  and  wounded  soldier  had  left  for  Washington. 

This  was  on  the  26th  of  May. 

«  - 

In  like  manner  I  visited  the  hospital  at  Petersburg,  and  the 
three  hospitals  at  Richmond, 

On  the  31st  of  May  I  commence  d  my  labors  as  visiting  agent  of 
the  hospitals  in  the  department  of  Washington/  visiting  each 
hospital  in  the  department,  comprising  at  this  time  twenty  in  num¬ 
ber,  making  daily  reports  to  our  very  efficient  State  Agent,  Col. 
E.  R.  Goodrich.  I  visited  every  ward  and  conversed  with  all  New 
York  soldiers,  as  at  City  Point,  Petersburg  and  Richmond;  I 
found  the  same  restless  anxiety.  The  necessary  routine  of  the  War 
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Department  and  medical  officers  to  them  seemed  tedious,  irksome 
and  unnecessary.  Many  of  their  regiments  Avere  discharged,  and 
their  comrades  Avere  already  enjoying  the  pleasures  of  home.  I 
listened  patiently  to  all  their  grievances,  appeals  and  importunities, 
doing  all  in  my  poAver  to  quiet  their  minds  and  imbue  them  Avith 
a  knoAvledge  and  a  proper  sense  of  Avhat  the  State  Avas  doing  for 
them.  I  feel  the  assurance  that  my  efforts  Avere  not  in  vain. 

I  also  visited  the  hospital  in  Baltimore,  reporting  daily  to  H. 
B.  Richardson,  State  Agent,  a  gentleman  I  believe  most  truly 
fitted  for  this  position. 

I  spent  a  Aveek  in  the  hospital  at  Philadelphia,  under  the  care 
of  our  State  Agent,  Rev.  James  De  Bois,  a  Avarm  friend  of  the 
soldiers  and  a  very  efficient  officer. 

My  labors  ceased  the  first  day  of  July.  Leaving  it  uoav  to  the 
thousands  of  soldiers  of  the  Empire  State  whom  I  had  the  honor 
of  taking  by  the  hand  and  speaking  to  them  words  of  kindness 
and  encouragement,  to  say  whether  my  duties  were  faithfully 
performed.  I  am  very  respectfully  yours, 

C.  M.  CRANDALL, 

J¥.  Y.  State  Agent . 

*  i 

REPORT  OF  DR.  F.  B.  BREWER,  NEW  YORK  STATE 

MILITARY  AGENT. 

Westfield,  N.  Y.,  July ,  1865. 
CoE.  D.  G.  Morgan,  S ujpt.  JY.  Y.  Mil.  Agencies. 

Sir — In  the  month  of  March,  I  received  from  Governor  Fenton, 
through  you,  the  appointment  of  Military  State  Agent.  I  Avas 
assigned  to  no  particular  locality,  but  directed  to  visit  the  several 
stations,  where  agencies  were  already  established,  and  to  give  more 
'  particular  attention  to  the  Avants  and  necessities  of  our  State  troops, 
in  camp,  hospital  and  field;  also  at  points  Avhere  it  would  be  inex¬ 
pedient  to  station  local  agents. 

I  have  spent  three  months  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  and 
now  will  give  you  a  brief  account  of  my  operations. 

I  arrived  in  Washington  and  reported  to  Colonel  Goodrich,  who 
was  in  charge  of  the  agency  in  that  city,  and  Avhose  uniform  cour¬ 
tesy  and  kindness,  I  Avith  pleasure  acknowledge.  At  his  sugges¬ 
tion,  I  \risited  all  the  hospitals  around  the  city,  and  am  pleased  to 
say,  that  a  more  thorough  and  Avell  ordered  system,  of  not  only 
administering  to,  but  of  anticipating  the  Avants  of  our  sick  and 
Wounded  boys,  could  hardly  be  organized. 
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His  efficient  corps  of  assistants,  whose  duty  it  was  to  visit  the 
hospitals  daily,  were  all  interested  in  the  work,  and  seemed  to 
have  a  friendly  rivalry  as  to  who  could  do  most  for  the  comfort 
and  happiness  of  the  soldiers.  This  was  mostly  done  by  ladies, 
and  their  cheering  words  and  smiling  faces  were  equally  as  wel¬ 
come  to  the  wounded  boys,  as  the  cordials  and  delicacies  from 
their  well  filled  baskets. 

From  Washington  I  went  to  Annapolis.  This  station  was  vacant 
at  the  time,  the  former  incumbent  having  resigned  and  left.  Parole 
camp  was  located  about  two  miles  from  this  point,  and  the  hospital 
under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Steward,  was  one  of  the  best  managed 
hospitals  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting.  In  the  town  were  the 
“Navy  Yard  Hospital”  and  “St.  John’s  College  Hospital.”  In 
these  were  several  thousands  of  our  returned  prisoners.  They 
were  brought  directly  to  this  point  from  the  prison  pens,  and  truly 
a  more  miserable  and  unfortunate  class  of  men  I  have  never  seen. 
Their  situation  was  deplorable  indeed.  With  all  the  care  and 
attention  that  could  be  bestowed  upon  them,  many  died.  The 
worst  forms  of  scurvy,  gangrene,  frozen  feet  and  hands,  chronic 
diarrhoea  and  tubercular  consumption,  were  the  direct  results  of 
tho  inhuman  treatment  they  had  received  from  a  people  professing 
Christianity.  Every  attention  was  paid  to  their  wants.  I  had  two 
assistants,  who  were  efficient,  kind  and  attentive  to  the  wishes  of 
the  men,  and  were  very  earnest  in  obtaining  statistical  and  other 
information  from  the  soldiers,  as  to  men  who  died  in  prison,  and 
procuring  lists  of  the  dead  from  the  several  hospitals.  These 
reports  were  sent  to  the  Washington  Agency,  and  there  recorded. 

The  hospitals  here  were  very  clean,  well  ventilated,  and  the 
nurses  were  attentive.  The  men  were  as  comfortable  as  the 
crowded  state  of  the  wards  would  admit  of.  Before  leaving  here, 
I  provided  for  the  men  lemons,  oranges,  tobacco,  and  some  other 
articles  very  much  needed.  Mr,  Coburn  arrived  the  last  of  April, 
and  I  left  for  Washington,  where  orders  awaited  me,  directing  me 
to  proceed  to  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  where  we  had  no  estab¬ 
lished  agencies,  and  where  you  very  justly  thought  much  might  be 
done  for  the  conlfort  and  relief  of  our  men. 

I  found  at  Newbern,  Goldsboro,  Wilmington  and  Raleigh,  a 
field  open  for  the  largest  philanthrophy  and  charity.  The  hospi¬ 
tals  at  all  these  points  were  filled  with  the  sick  and  wounded, 
many  of  them  from  our  own  State.  At  Wilmington,  were  many 
of  our  paroled  prisoners.  These  particularly  demanded  attention. 
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The  warm  weather  was  making  sad  inroads  upon  the  men,  and  I 
was  very  happy  to  be  able  to  furnish  to  our  men,  such  delicacies 
as  seemed  almost  indispensable,  and  yet  not  in  the  hospital  bill  of 
fare.  I  found  I  could  greatly  facilitate  the  arrangements  for 
transfers,  furloughs,  also  for  procuring  discharges  for  the  perma¬ 
nently  disabled.  All  these  attentions  were  highly  appreciated  by 
the  boys. 

4s 

Such  delicacies,  as  lemons,  oranges,  ice  and  cordials  for  the  sick  ; 
and  for  the  convalescents,  books,  papers,  tobacco  and  social  con¬ 
versation,  served  to  make  hospital  life  less  irksome  and  their 
absence  from  home  more  endurable. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  in  the  earlier  days  of  our  war  with  the 
rebellion  more  attention  had  not  been  given  to  this'  part  of  our 
duty  to  the  soldiers.  Many  lives  have  been  saved — more  ought 
to  have  been. 

None  but  those  who  visit  the  hospitals  and  talk  with  the  men 
can  fully  realize  the  value  of  such  visits.  I  have  found  men  who 
had  received  no  news  from  home  for  months.  When  asked  the 
reason,  they  said  their  friends  knew  not  where  they  were.  They 
had  neither  pen,  ink  nor  paper  nor  money  to  purchase.  It  was  a 
great  privilege  to  be  able  to  relieve  such  wants. 

I  have  seen  men  weep  in  gratitude  for  a  lemon  or  an  orange  to 
press  to  their  fevered  lips,  and  it  affected  me  with  no  ordinary 
emotions  of  pleasure  and  pride  to  hear  the  convalescents  ascrib¬ 
ing  their  comfortable  condition  to  the  care  and  attention  of  the 
Sjtate  Agency,  and  to  a  Governor  who  was  mindful  of  his  soldiers. 

I  have  at  each  point  where  I  have  been  on  duty,  prepared  a 
careful  and  as  nearly  as  possible  a  correct  list  of  our  State  soldiers 
who  have  died  at  the  several  hospitals,  giving  their  name,  rank, 
company  and  regiment.  I  have  gathered  all  the  information  I 
could  from  returned  prisoners  relative  to  deaths  occurring  in 
prisons  or  on  transports,  all  of  which  has  been  sent  to  the  Wash¬ 
ington  office  for  record,  and  forwarded  to  you  in  Albany. 

I  herewith  send  you  an  account  of  my  expenses.  At  Raleigh,  I 
left  money  with  Chaplain  Hyde,  of  the  112th  New  York,  who  is 
giving  his  attention  not  only  to  the  spiritual,  but  to  the  temporal 
wants  and  comforts  of  our  boys.  lie  has  been  all  through  this  war 
a  faithful  friend  to  the  soldier. 

The  trip  was  an  expensive  one  to  me,  aside  from  the  time  I 
spent,  as  no  one  could  see  and  not  respond  to  the  exhibitions  of 
distress  and  destitution  as  they  are  presented  on  every  hand  in 
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passing  through  that  portion  of  the  south  traversed  by  both 
armies.  Refugees,  contrabands  and  soldiers  from  other  States,  on 
all  sides  demanding  assistance,  and  in  such  extremity  that  no  one 
could  refuse.  But  for  all  this,  I  shall  never  regret  a  trip  that  has 
been,  I  hope,  one  of  comfort  and  relief  to  our  noble  and  brave 
boys  who  have  given  all  for  their  country. 

I  am  glad  to  have  been  where  I  could  witness  the  death  throes 
of  this  accursed  rebellion  ;  I  am  glad  that  we  had  at  that  time,  a 
Governor  of  such  undoubted  loyalty  to  his  country,  and  such  un¬ 
tiring  care  and  sympathy  for  the  soldier  ;  I  am  glad  that  I  can  be 
proud  of  the  New  York  State  Agencies  as  managed  and  conducted 
by  your  able  and  efficient  superintendent,  and  that  I  can  truly  say 
they  are  second  to  none  in  the  army.  And  in  closing  this  hasty 
report,  allow  me  to  express  to  Gov.  Fenton,  and  yourself,  my 
warmest  thanks  for  your  confidence  and  kindness,  and  I  hope  that 
what  I  have  done  may  meet  your  approval. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  B.  BREWER,  Mil.  State.  Agent . 


REPORT  OF  CHARLES  JOHNSON,  SOLICITING  AGENT. 


Col.  D.  G.  Morgan,  Supl.  N.  Y.  Mil.  Agencies : 

Sir — The  following  sums  of  money  were  received  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  towns  of  Herkimer  county  in  aid  of  the  New  York  State 
Military  Agency: 

•  ' 

First  Assembly  District. 

Towns. 


Fairfield 
Herkimer  _ 
Little  Falls 
Manheim__ 
Newport .  _ 

Ohio . 

Russia 
Salisbury  _ 
Wilmurt _  _ 
Norway _ 


$104  00 
48  00 
130  00 
66  00 
57  00 
39  00 
89  00 
75  00 
3  00 
64  00 


Total 


$675  00 


I  am  under  great  obligations  to  Hon.  H.  P.  Alexander  and  A. 
G.  Story  Esq.,  of  Little  Falls,  for  their  influence  in  aiding  me  to 
obtain  subscriptions  as  well  as  for  their  liberal  contributions  of 
$20  each.  I  am  also  indebted  to  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  of  Fair- 
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field,  Little  Falls,  Norway  and  Russia,  for  various  articles  for¬ 
warded,  estimated  at  $200. 

Of  the  amount  subscribed  at  Herkimer,  ox-sheriff  Countryman 
and  B.  F.  Bellinger,  Esq.,  gave  $10  each. 

Second  Assembly  District. 


Towns. 

Columbia . $49  00 

Danube . 51  00 

Frankfort . . .  _ . .  31  00 

German  Flats . 62  00 

Litchfield . __ . . . .  29  00 

Schuyler . . 46  00 

Stark  .  _  r . „ . 23  00 

Warren . . . . .  _ . 22  00 

Winfield . . 32  00 


Total  . . . .  $645  00 

Brought  forward  . . . .  675  00 


$1,320  00 

.  / 

Of  the  amount  received  in  the  town  of  German  Flats,  Messrs. 
E.  Remington  and  Sons  paid  $50. 

Very  respectfully, 

CHARLES  JOHNSON, 
Soliciting  Agent  for  Herkimer  County ,  A7!  Y. 

' 

Lid  of  Agents  and  Employees;  time  when  payment  commenced  and  ivhen 

ceased. 

Agents  and  Employees.  When  commenced.  When  ceased. 

D.  G.  Morgan,  Sup’t . January  1,  1865 Still  employed. 

John  Bradley,  agent .  do  1,  1865 __  March  31,  1865. 

Theodore  Dimon,  agent  . .  do  1,  1865.  _  May  31,  1865. 

David  Malier,  agent .  do  1,  1865.  _  February  22,  1865. 

Mrs.  H.  C.  May,  agent _  do  1,  1865 _ June  30,  1865. 

W.  S.  Parkhurst,  agent _  do  1,  1865..  January  31,  1865. 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Spencer,  agent.  do  1,  1865..  May  30,  1865. 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Hubbard,  visitor  do  1,  1865..  June  30,  1865. 

W.  Harris  Wilson,  visitor.  do  1,  1865..  January  31,  1865. 

M.  A.  Thayer,  visitor _  do  1,  1865.  _  February  28,  1865. 

Margaret  Kip,  visitor _  do  1,1865--  February  28,  1865. 

Mrs.  C.  M.  Scholefieldjvish’  do  1,  1865..  January  31,  1865. 

G.  M.  Mundy,  courier _  do  1,  1865.  _  February  14, 1865. 

A.  Y.  V.  Dodge,  courier. .  do  1,  1865..  January  11,  1865. 

E.  A.  Nash,  clerk .  do  4,  1865..  March  31,  1865. 

James  De  Bois,  agent _  do  6,  1865..  Nov.  15,  1865. 

James  A.  Hall,  surgeon  ..  do  11,  1865..  March  31,  1865. 
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v  Agents  and  Employees. 

Mrs.  M.  P.  Smith,  visitor  . 
Mrs.  Susan  E.  Webb,  visi’r 
Miss  Lottie  J.  Wood,  vis’r 

Geo.  C.  Ellison,  agent _ 

W.  W.  Potter,  surgeon _ 

R.  II.  Duell,  agent _ _ 

John  Wilson,  agent . 

E.  R.  Goodrich,  agent ...... 

Selah  Squires,  agent _ 

Amos  Crounse,  messenger. 

J.  T.  Sweetman,  clerk _ 

H.  Stone  Richardson,  agent 

E.  Backus,  agent _  _ . 

William  Fiske,  agent . 

Wm,  Swinton,  agent . 

G.  W.  Street,  clerk . 

John  D.  Lisle,  clerk . 

Miss  C.  S.  Thayer,  clerk.. 
Mrs.  A.  P.  Thayer,  visitor. 
Miss  Susan  Dixon,  visitor. 

Wm.  Peters,  porter _ 

Baltus  Delong,  agent . 

Mrs.  M.  A.  McCallum,  vis’r 

E.  C.  Beecher,  clerk _ 

James  D.  Murray,  clerk  .. 

F.  D.  Curtis,  clerk . 

F.  Willis  Fisher,  agent. .. 

Clias.  Johnson,  agent . 

Dr.  F.  B.  Brewer,  agent  . . 
Miss  C.  A.  Anderson,  clerk 

J.  E.  Lee,  clerk . 

J.  C.  Benz,  clerk . 

L.  D.  Coburn,  agent _ _ 

G.  S.  Tucker  man,  agent  . . 

Amos  K.  Brown,  agent _ 

C.  M.  Crandall,  agent. _ 

Alexander  Wilder,  agent  _ 
Jesse  Turner,  clerk . 

H.  A.  De defer,  agent _ 

W.  J.  Grov,  agent . 

Mrs.  B.  L.  Hovey,  agent.  . 

L.  F.  Rolfe,  clerk _ _ 

J.  C.  Carlisle,  clerk . 

Myron  C.  Morse,  clerk  . . . 

J.  H.  Whitaker,  clerk _ 

Mrs.  P.  A.  Bortell,  clerk  . 

Peter  Frice,  porter . 

O.  P.  Hurd,  clerk . 


When  commenced.  When  ceased. 


Febr’y 

i, 

1865.. 

.  Still  employed. 

do 

i, 

1865.. 

.  February  28,  1865. 

do 

i, 

1865.. 

,  April  30,  1865. 

do 

n, 

1865.. 

Still  employed. 

do 

12, 

1865.. 

.  Still  employed. 

do 

13, 

1865.. 

June  13,  1865. 

do 

13, 

1865.. 

April  7,  1865. 

do 

15, 

1865.. 

Still  employed. 

do 

18, 

1865.. 

June  15,  1865. 

do 

20, 

1865.. 

Still  employed. 

do 

23, 

1865.. 

SeptemV  2,  1865. 

March 

1, 

1865.. 

,  Novem’r  19,  1865. 

db 

1, 

1865.. 

.  June  15,  1865. 

do 

1, 

1865.. 

.  July  31,.  1865. 

do 

1, 

1865.. 

.  June  30,  1865. 

do 

1, 

1865.. 

.  August  7,  1865. 

do 

1, 

1865.. 

.  June  15,  1865. 

do 

1, 

1865.. 

.  April  30,  1865. 

do 

1, 

1865.. 

.  June  17,  1865. 

do 

1, 

1865.. 

.  Septem’r  30,  1865. 

do 

1, 

1865.. 

.  June  30,  1864. 

do 

3, 

1865.. 

.  June  14,  1865. 

do 

10, 

1865.. 

.  June  30,  1865. 

do 

14, 

1865.. 

.  June  30,  1865.  * 

do 

17, 

1865.. 

.  Septem’r  8,  1865. 

do 

23, 

1865. 

_  Still  employed. 

April 

1, 

1865., 

_  April  30,  1865. 

do 

1, 

1865. 

.  Septem’r  30,  1865. 

do 

1, 

1865. 

_  May  31,  1865. 

do 

1, 

1865. 

.  October  1,  1860. 

do 

10, 

1865. 

_  Still  employed. 

do 

12, 

1865. 

_  June  30,  1865. 

do 

17, 

1865. 

.  July  15,  1865. 

do 

25, 

1865. 

.  August  15,  1865. 

May 

1, 

1865. 

.  Jufy  31,  1865. 

do 

1, 

1865., 

.  June  30,  1865. 

do 

1, 

1865., 

.  Novem’r  30,  1865. 

do 

29, 

1865.. 

.  Still  employed.  . 

June 

1, 

1865.. 

.  July  30,  1865. 

do 

i; 

1865., 

.  July  31,  1865. 

do 

i, 

1865. 

.  Septem’r  15,  1865. 

,  do 

i, 

1865. 

.  Still  employed. 

do 

i, 

1865. 

.  July  11,  1865. 

do 

i, 

1865. 

_  June  30,  1865. 

do 

i, 

1865. 

_  Still  employed. 

do 

i. 

1865. 

.  July  15,  1865. 

do 

i, 

1865. 

.  Still  employed. 

do 

8, 

1865. 

.  August  31,  1865. 
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Weston  Flint,  agent 


Miss  Ada  W.  Smith,  visitor  do  26,  1865..  Sept.  30,  1865. 

O.  F.  Hawkins,  agent _ July  1,  1865..  August  15,  1865. 

L.  W.  Bradley,  agent _  do  1,  1865..  August  31,  1865. 

Wra.  W.  Post,  Ass’t  Supt.  do  12,  1865..  Still  employed. 
Anson  G.  Chester,  agent..  August  1,  1865..  Still  employed. 

S.  A.  Kinnicutt,  clerk _  do  l^lSdS..  August  31,  1865. 

Fred.  »S.  Lincoln,  clerk _  do  1,  1865..  Septem’r  30,  1865. 

Cornelius  O’Connor,  mess’r  do  19,1865..  Still  employed. 
Harrison  Weaver,  messen’r  Sept’r  1,  1865..  October  31,  1865. 
H.  M.  Brown,  messenger  _  do  15,  1865..  Still  employed. 

W.  J.  Walker,  courier  ...  October  1,  1865..  October  15,  1865. 


•  - 


ABSTRACT  A. 

\ 

Statement  of  Expenses  incurred  on  account  of  the  New  York  Soldiers 1  Depot  during  the  year  1864. 
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The  above  statement  is  correct  as  appears  by  vouchers  on  tile  in  the  Comptroller’s  office. 


ABSTRACT  B. 

Showing  the  amount  of  money  disbursed  by  the  Quartermaster  General  on  account  of  the  New  York  Soldiers'  Depot 

during  the  year  1865. 


FOR  RELIEF  OF  SICK  AND  DISABLED  SOLDIERS. 
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.  MERRITT,  Quartermaster  General. 


ABSTEACT  C. 

Tabular  statement  of  Disbursements  of  each  Agency  during  the  year  1865. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  GENERAL  AGENT. 
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